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Chair Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Senate Government 

Oversight and Reform Committee, thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony on 

Substitute House Bill 48. 

 

Substitute House Bill 48 makes practical changes to concealed carry restrictions in this state.  

Current law unnecessarily inhibits a law-abiding citizen’s ability to exercise their 2
nd

 

Amendment right. 

 

First, it is important to note that these changes only apply to those legally permitted to carry a 

concealed weapon.  These individuals have demonstrated that they have the capacity to carry a 

weapon responsibly under Ohio law and should be able to do so without excessive burden.  It is 

my aim to facilitate responsible gun ownership and enable Ohioans to protect themselves. 

 

The bulk of Substitute House Bill 48 addresses forbidden carry zones, or as some would call 

them “victim zones,” in Ohio – places where concealed carry is not permitted and citizens are 

vulnerable to crime. It makes the following changes: 

 Eliminates victim zones in daycare centers, private aircrafts, and certain 

government buildings. Remember: daycare centers would be treated like private 

businesses. They could opt-out by posting a no gun sign. 

 Limits victim zones to secure areas in airports and police stations and clarifies the 

existing provision regarding schools. 

 Allows college campuses to permit concealed carry if they so choose.  

 

These practical changes allow license holders to carry out daily activities without undue 

hardship; it would prevent law-abiding citizens from unintended law-breaking in many 

circumstances. If someone enters one of these forbidden zones, they would be charged with a 

felony.  

 

This bill essentially cleans up issues with the original concealed carry legislation.  It is meant to 

facilitate lawful gun ownership so that citizens are able to protect themselves and their family 

from crime. 

 



Let me give some examples of scenarios we’ve cleaned up with this legislation: 

 School safety zones: Current law only allows you to drop off or pick up child. Under 

Sub HB 48, if a child forgets their lunch or medicine, you can bring it to them, but the 

gun must stay in the locked car. 

 Institutions of higher education: High St., Neil Ave; where is OSU’s boundary line? 

This bill would allow college campuses to permit concealed carry. Additionally, it 

changes the penalty for carrying on a campus where you are not allowed to a minor 

misdemeanor. So CHL holders don’t make a felony level mistake when navigating 

confusing campus boundaries.  

 Daycare facilities: A CHL holder is driving one child to school and another to daycare. 

In this scenario, the license holder has to drop one child off at daycare, but leave their 

weapon in the car because of state law – potentially with the other child. CHL holders 

would be able to drop their children off at daycare with their weapon unless the facility 

prohibits it. 

 Certain government facilities: The bill would allow concealed carry in government 

buildings if the building authority permits it.  

 Public areas of airport terminals and law enforcement stations: A CHL holder could 

drop off someone at the airport and help with their bags under this bill. The bill would 

allow license holders into unsecure areas of both airports and police stations. 

 

In addition, the bill will also allow a sheriff to use concealed handgun license fee revenue to 

purchase ammunition and firearms with approval of the board of county commissioners. 

 

Finally, I would like to point out that this bill passed out of the House of Representatives with bi-

partisan support. 

 

Chairman Coley and members of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee 

thank you again for giving me the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Substitute House 

Bill 48. I would be happy to answer any questions that members of the committee may have at 

this time.  

 

 

 


