Dear Ohio Senators and Representatives, 

My name is Daniel Cahill. I am a restored citizen who has been convicted of a drug offense and have had my driver's license suspended as a result of current mandatory sentencing laws for such offense.

As a tax payer and voter who's now trying to live as a law-abiding citizen, I know firsthand how hard it is to obtain and keep gainful employment.  Without a driver's license I must live near a bus line, and must also find employment near a bus line.  This places an extreme limit on my choices and my ability to find and maintain gainful employment.  It hinders my ability to participate in recovery programs.  As a member of the restored citizen’s community I know many other men and women who also suffer from drug offense suspensions.

My case was not related to driving a vehicle in any way.

I support H.B. 307 / S.B. 204.  This bill will protect society by limiting driving privileges for those who do pose a threat to others.  Those individuals who have never demonstrated a willingness to endanger others while operating a vehicle under the influence of drugs should not be punished with this suspension.  Furthermore the cost of reinstatement fees for driver's license would no longer be a financial burden to those people who can least afford it.

As an activist for restored citizens and restorative justice I believe this bill will be a big step forward in minimizing the barriers that restored citizen’s face.

Daniel Cahill
Westerville, Ohio
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