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The Buckeye Institute believes strongly in government transparency and accountability.  

Information is the lifeblood of such transparency and accountability.  Information denied 

is accountability denied.  Only when taxpayers and constituents have the power to get 

information expeditiously, can we be assured that the best decisions are made.  Having a 

strong public records law is an essential element of assuring this accountability. 

 

Provisions in Senate Bill 321 further this objective. Provisions in the legislation build 

upon the commendable, but limited, dispute resolution programs embraced by statewide 

officials like Attorney General DeWine and Auditor of State Yost.   

 

The expedited process envisioned in the legislation will allow for much quicker 

resolutions of situations where there is some dispute over whether a particular request 

qualifies as a public record than is currently available.  Additionally, there are added 

protections for normal Ohioans who do not have the time, or more importantly, the 

resources to go through litigation.  Further, there are provisions that disincentivize bad 

faith actions by governmental actors. Cumulatively, this will allow constituents at all 

levels of government to more effectively pursue information that should be made 

available while maintaining safeguards for what is truly not a public record. 

 

 


