
Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, ranking member Yuko and members of the 

Senate Government Oversight and reform Committee: 

 

  My name is Brian Stewart and I'm speaking today as a proponent of HB 48.  

 I'm a Firefighter Medic with the City of Dover. For several years i have been 

studying two scenarios that affect my safety. 

 

 The first is violence against emergency medical services. there have been 

multiple instances of shooting at ems crews, calling crews to the scene and hold 

them hostage, and extreme violence against crews by patients and family.  

Sometimes this happens with out warning and without law enforcement nearby.  

 I've also been studying active shooter response. the preferred response is the 

Rescue task force model that has the first arriving medics accompany the first 

arriving officers on duty at the time of the incident inside a hostile area to provide 

care for the victims while under the protection of law enforcement. This is because 

time is of the essence and victims will bleed out very quickly. This model which 

was created by the Arlington Va Fire Dept and has been widely accepted. the State 

of Ohio board of ems, fire and transportation safety , FBI, Fema, and Homeland 

Security endorse this response. I would very much like to have a personal firearm 

for my safety if I'm going to wear body armor and respond into unsafe areas.  

 State law can allow me to carry a firearm legally with my conceal carry 

license. However there are so many forbidden zones including government 

buildings that i wouldn't be able to carry so at this time its just not practical to 

carry. Which is such a shame because there is still so much violence in the world.  

 I would be happy to answer any questions. 

 

 


