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Honorable Chairman and Government Oversight and Reform Committee, my name is Katelin Nealeigh. | ams
an Ohio State University student and the President of Buckeyes for Concealed Carry, Students for
Concealed Carry’s Ohio State Chapter. | am here on behalf of the tens of thousands of students, faculty,
staff, and other non-affiliates who support and are members of our groups. Thank you for the
opportunity to present testimony on an important piece of legislation, House Bill 48.

As we all know, House Bill 48 relaxes the restrictions on concealed handgun carry on college campuses.
Ohio restored the right to carry a concealed handgun for self-defense in 2004. Yet, our well-intentioned
general assembly left out the right to choose our method of self-defense on college campuses.

As a result, crime across the state is down while college campuses, the areas that surround them, and
popular off campus housing areas operate in a microcosm where criminals retain the upper-hand
against otherwise law-abiding citizens.

Research presented at the 2014 Association of Private Enterprise Education by Ohio Director, Mike
Newbern, who is currently a part-time student at OSU Marion as well as a previous instructor and main
campus graduate, that we sent to this committee’s clerk via email, found that over a 22 year period
ending in 2012 the right to carry a concealed handgun had nearly twice the violent crime reduction
affect that gun restrictions presented. Those findings are in line with notable academics such as Dr. John
Lott, Gary Kleck, David Mustard, and others, including some prepared for The Department of Justice and
the FBI. It’s no wonder this has been the result. Bad guys understand that getting shot hurts, and they
select their victims in favor of not putting themselves through that pain.

They target victims that are more than likely not able to hurt them: the unarmed. College campuses and
the areas surrounding them present environments rich with potential victims. They know students
cannot carry, and this knowledge sets them up as winners before the game even starts.

So far during this semester at Ohio State and in the surrounding University District there were 2 crimes
of a violent nature per day including:

e 129 assaults, both simple and felonious

® 45 robberies

® 21 sex crimes, six of which were on campus
That’s nearly 200 people whose lives will never be the same again. These numbers are shocking to say
the least, and unfortunately, this semester is not unusual nor does it fall outside of the trend. Crime
keeps increasing despite the best efforts of my university and local police department. Some of those
crimes even played out on national television yesterday, and | was fortunate enough to have been
hiding in a classroom.

On Monday, November 29, at 9:53 AM, | was sitting in the same seat | have sat in all semester long,
listening to Dr. Lee and trying to absorb his lecture on magnetostatics and radio frequencies when the
computer suddenly showed an emergency notification. My classmates and | stared at one another trying
to comprehend what the notification meant; then we heard two gun shots. | froze. | couldn’t do
anything except stare at the chalk board filled with equations. It seemed like an eternity before my
professor finally turned to us and asked, “what are we supposed to do?” My classmates and | quickly
jumped into action using whatever materials we could find to barricade the doors, cover the windows,
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and provide cover to ourselves. Then the text messages and emails came. The Buckeye Alerts warned of
an active shooter on campus and reminded students of the slogan “Run. Hide. Fight.” As | hid in a corner
of the room, clutching the largest textbook | had with me, | asked myself, “fight? Fight with what?” My
classmates and | sat in complete silence for nearly two hours listening to the screams of the sirens and
of the injured, wondering if we were safe or the next target. We had no clue that the shots we heard
were fired by the brave officer who stopped this senseless violence.

As a licensee, it was more than frustrating to be trapped in a classroom with nowhere to hide and no
way of escaping. | felt completely helpless and utterly enraged at the same time. Simply because |
wanted to get a college degree, an electrical engineering degree, | was forced to surrender my ability to
defend myself. After | was raped in the winter of 2013, | had promised myself | would never let myself
feel defenseless again. Yet, there | was, a sitting duck, hoping that | might be able to stop a bullet with a
textbook and a pencil instead of being lawfully allowed to defend myself against an attacker in the same
manner | could if | were 1,000 feet east of my classroom.

Despite the fact that students, faculty, and staff are victims of violent crimes on and near campus, there
are still people who think that we should restrict their right to carry a concealed handgun and therefore
limit their ability to choose their method of self-defense on campus.

What are these people concerned about? Licensees are law-abiding citizens. In fact in 2014, less than
one-tenth of a percent of Ohio licenses were revoked for reasons including:

criminal convictions,
mental adjudications,
death,

moving out of state, and
voluntary surrender.

Student licensees are just as law-abiding. Research conducted by Dr. John Lott that same year found
that licensees 21-25 years of age do not represent a group whose licenses are revoked at statistically
significant different rates than the total population.

They'll also tell you that college is rife with alcohol abuse and that we can’t trust “drunk college kids
with guns.” We’re hardly talking about “kids.” These are adults who are old enough vote you into, or out
of, office, serve in the military, and protect us in the streets as police officers, who carry a gun everyday.

Furthermore, the vast majority of students of age to obtain a concealed handgun license aren’t the
“Animal House” stereotype some people will lead you to believe. A CDC study on binge drinking suggests
that 1in 14 adults 21-25 years old attended college and consumed 5 or more drinks once every three
weeks. Lastly, student licensees are not engaging in the drunken shootouts at the bars across from
campus or block parties such as Woodfest and Chitshow. Student licensees have already had every
opportunity to demonstrate they can’t responsibly carry in locales where alcohol is present, yet time
and time again they prove otherwise.
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Moreover, public mass shootings are rare events. Of the nearly % of a million people murdered and
assaulted in the United States in 2012 less than 0.02% were victims of public mass shootings. They’re
even rarer where concealed carry is permitted. The Batman movie shooter passed no less than five
theaters allowing concealed carry and showing the same movie on his travels from his apartment to the
theater where he finally carried out his massacre at a theater where concealed carry was banned.

Opponents of campus carry will try to justify their position by telling you that concealed carry will make
campus less safe. Campus Concealed Carry is currently in practice on over 150 university campuses in
Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Mississippi, Oregon, Utah, Wisconsin, and just this year in Tennessee and
Texas. UT Austin’s campus carry working group published in its report that not a single intentional act of
violence has ever been carried out by a licensee with a firearm on a college campus in all of recorded
history.

They’ll tell you that professors would be scared to issue bad grades & the presence of guns would
discourage healthy debate. This fear, when it exists, just isn’t based in reality. No licensee has ever
threatened a professor over grades or wielded a handgun in a heated classroom discussion and the
students and professors at schools where campus concealed carry is permitted have never reported
such a fear.

A 2013 Colorado State survey showed that Law enforcement was not alone in the support of campus
concealed carry, but students also supported campus carry 4:1. In the same year, a coalition of Colorado
sheriffs offered testimony in support of campus carry. One sheriff even told a house committee during
testimony that if concealed carry were made illegal, he would instruct his daughter to break the law.

The data confirms what those sheriffs knew to be true. In 2003, campus concealed carry became law in
Colorado. Colorado State began allowing it and violent crime trended down by 47% over the next seven
years. Colorado University refused to and violent crime trended up by 131% during the same period.

Lastly, they’ll tell you campus is safe and that we don’t need a handgun. The violent events which
occurred Monday, and were stopped by a person with a handgun, have shown a large hole in this
theory. Another hole in this logic is when you disarm us on campus, you also disarm us from the time we
leave home until we return. Despite the best minds in science, we have yet to figure out how to make an
object vaporize and later reappear out of thin air.

House Bill 48 is an important step in the right direction and we sincerely appreciate its introduction as it
marks the beginning of this critical conversation. We fear, however, that its passage will essentially have
no impact on the vast majority of people who are affected by these regulations; students, faculty, and
staff. Once this bill passes, universities will be able to “opt in” to campus concealed carry, but as our
group’s filed complaint with Marion County Common Pleas Court has shown, universities are already
limiting its occupant’s rights, leaving me with little faith that any more than a handful of universities, if
any, would chose to opt in. You have been forwarded the complaint as part of this testimony.

Yes, the statutory punishment is reduced from a felony to a misdemeanor, but affiliates still face
disciplinary action from the university. A staff member can lose his or her job. A faculty member can be
fired virtually guaranteeing he or she will never work in his or her field of research ever again. A student
can be expelled and face a mark on his or her academic record virtually guaranteeing he or she will
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never earn an accredited degree and potentially leaving him or her with a mountain of debt he or she
may never be able to repay. These are very serious consequences. Why must we continue to force them
to choose between their safety and career?

This legislation also reverses the work some of you did to correct a confusing patchwork of laws and
rules. The general assembly was wise enough to recognize in 2006 that authority to regulate firearms
should reside in its chambers and passed state pre-emption as a result, even overriding a veto. House
Bill 48’s provision allowing universities to “opt in” effectively permits a small group of appointed
officials, administrators and boards of trustees, to decide what Ohioans can do on the land that we
collectively own, land grant university campuses.

They will continue to restrict our rights on our own land.

We urge this committee to amend House Bill 48 in accordance with the proposal we have included in
this testimony. We can trust licensees. We shouldn’t have to beg appointed officials to exercise our right
to choose.

Thank you for your time and attention.
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