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Karen Anne Teeple

TESTIMONY STATEMENT REGARDING H.B. NO. 48*

To whom this may concern:

I, Karen Teeple, wish to make a testimony statement regarding H.B. No. 48.* This bill concerns 
concealed carry-affirmative defenses-carrying firearm in certain vulnerable areas, or otherwise 
known as the ‘guns everywhere’ bill. House Bill 48 would open the door for conceal/carry permit 
holders to carry their weapons onto public and private college campuses. Furthermore, this bill 
would reduce the offense for unauthorized carrying of a concealed handgun on the premises of 
an institution of higher education from a felony to a misdemeanor if the offender produces a 
valid conceal/carry license within ten days of arrest - this is akin to a first time speeding ticket or 
failure to register a dog. Finally, this bill would allow Ohio colleges and universities to develop a 
policy for allowing conceal/carry of handguns on campus and grant institutions immunity from 
liability caused by a conceal/carry licensee bringing a gun to campus.

I fervently oppose H.B. No. 48 on the basis that as a non-traditional student at the University of 
Toledo and a private citizen who utilizes a college campus on a daily basis — concealed-carry 
guns should not be allowed — as they would pose an increased risk to every person who 
utilizes a college campus. I strongly oppose efforts to force any college or university to allow 
students or faculty to carry concealed weapons as I believe that this would deter from the 
academic atmosphere of an institution of higher learning (merely by its presence). I believe that 
concealed handguns would detract from a healthy learning environment, create additional risks 
for students, and would have a profound public health impact on gun-related injury, death, and 
suicide rates. Guns on campus, especially concealed carry guns for those students 
experiencing mental health issues, would only increase incidents of violence and decrease the 
feelings of safety that we now experience when we move easily throughout the campus 
grounds.  

It is well-known that on most college campuses college students engage in binge drinking and 
engage in risky behaviors. Would it be safe to have these students carry a concealed weapon 
on campus, which may increase homicide or suicide rates? I believe that this is a pragmatic 
issue and a serious concern for public and campus safety. Bringing guns to campus would 
destroy the “sanctuary” type atmosphere that belongs on a college campus — let’s not arm 
them. 


