
Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the 
Government Oversight and Reform Committee, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to provide testimony today. On Monday morning, I found 
myself in a situation that far too many American parents have been forced to wait 
through in recent times. "Active Shooter Situation at The Ohio State University." My 
brain was spinning and my heart was pounding as I prayed for my son's safety. He is a 
sophomore at Ohio State, and the situation was unfolding right across the street from 
his dorm. My hands were shaking as I prayed for him, his friends, and everyone in the 
line of danger. 
  
It turned out that this attacker used his car and a butcher knife as his weapons.  My son 
is safe. At least ten other people are not so lucky. 
  
The way in which this situation was brought under control so quickly and efficiently is a 
shining example of why we need to keep guns in the hands of trained professionals: 
NOT average citizens!  The police officer who shot the attacker is a hero. He used his 
training and expertise to quickly and accurately assess the situation, wait for all civilians 
to be clear, and take his shots in a measured and professional manner. He was trained 
to do a job, and he did it perfectly. 
  
Most states only require a few hours of training for average citizens to qualify for 
concealed carry permits. Shockingly, my research showed that many states issue 
concealed carry permits with no training requirements at all.  It frightens me terribly to 
imagine the potentially deadly chaos that would have ensued on Monday if there had 
been civilians there with guns thinking they could handle the situation. We could have 
had startled, inexperienced amateurs shooting off deadly weapons. There would have 
been a much greater risk that they would miss the attacker and hit innocent students.  
 
In addition, if many people on campus had been holding guns, it would have been much 
more difficult for police to know who was good and who was bad, making it that much 
harder for the officer to do his job and prevent further carnage from the attacker. 
  
As the mother of four children, who are all young adults now, I would like to send them 
out into a safer world. It is a foolhardy idea to think that we need to make it easier to 
carry concealed weapons. We should not be wasting time on that endeavor.  We need 
to be creating common sense gun laws that actually keep people safe. 
  
I implore you to vote against this ridiculously unsafe bill. 
  
Thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony. 
  
Sincerely, 
Denise Coyle  
 


