Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Adrian McFarland. | am a student at
Ohio State University.

When considering whether or not to vote for House Bill 48, | encourage you to consider the
indelible images of Ohio State University Students: late nights in the library, sitting out on the
oval on a warm day, cheering on the Buckeyes.

But we all know that for many young people, especially on college campuses, alcohol is also big
part of the experience. That’s just the reality of life on a college campus. And the reality of
excessive alcohol consumption is that bad decisions happen.

The problems caused by young people drinking to excess are well known on college campuses
across the country. It’s a real problem, and the last thing we should do in this state is
compound the problem with additional dangers. The dangers of alcohol consumption shouldn’t
be made worse by bringing guns into the mix. H.B. 48 would do just that.

Opening up college campuses to weapons is a disaster waiting to happen. Maybe not on a
massive scale, of course. | don’t expect every student who overindulges in alcohol to end up
using a gun. But for the families of every student who will be harmed or killed because of the
mix of alcohol and guns, it will be devastating.

Alcohol is everywhere around a college campus. These days you can even purchase it in the
Shoe. Imagine the combustibility of people, not just students, getting drunk at a Buckeye game.
Maybe we’re playing that team up north, and a rivalry-related argument heats up. Now we
have alcohol, anger, and guns. Now we have a real problem.

Disagreements can escalate quickly. And whether or not the disagreement is at a game, at a
bar, or in a classroom, whether or it is alcohol related or not, students should have the right to
feel secure when partaking in everyday college life. A school that allows concealed carry of
weapons on campus is risking the possibility that heated discussions turn into deadly
confrontations.

| urge a no vote on this legislation. House Bill 48 is simply too risky for Ohio. Thank you for
considering my testimony. | will take any questions from the committee.



