
Chairman	Coley,	Vice	Chair	Seitz,	Ranking	Member	Yuko,	and	members	of	the	Government	
Oversight	and	Reform	Committee,	
	
My	name	is	Zach	and	I	am	a	4th	year	student	at	Ohio	State	and	a	proud	lifelong	Ohio	resident.	
Despite	this	pride	in	my	state	and	my	community,	I	am	concerned	by	what	is	going	on	in	your	
chambers	today.		
	
This	debate	comes	just	two	days	after	the	painful	and	tragic	violent	incident	we	suffered	on	our	
campus.	The	threat	was	contained	quickly	by	the	actions	of	the	emergency	responders	
involved.	I	thank	all	of	those	brave	individuals	for	helping	to	keep	my	community	safe.		
	
I	was	in	my	residence	hall	just	two	blocks	away	from	the	events	as	they	were	unfolding.	
Although	emergency	management	was	quick	to	inform	us	as	the	situation	developed,	we	were	
in	the	dark	on	what	was	truly	happening	outside	throughout	the	day.	In	these	moments	I	feared	
for	myself,	my	friends,	and	other	students,	especially	those	on	my	floor	and	in	my	residence	
hall.		
	
I've	heard	stories	of	senseless	violence	on	campuses	from	Columbine	to	Virginia	Tech	to	
Newtown.	Hearing	about	violent	tragedies	that	have	occurred	across	the	country	is	different	
from	experiencing	it	for	myself.	Yesterday,	I	felt	tense	anxiety	and	fear	for	my	fellow	students	
on	campus	during	the	lockdown	when	we	were	unsure	of	the	full	extent	of	what	had	occurred.	I	
was	relieved	to	hear	the	attacker	did	not	have	a	gun.	If	they	had,	the	outcome	could	have	been	
much,	much	worse.	HB48	creates	an	opportunity	for	schools	to	allow	people,	like	that	attacker,	
to	bring	weapons	on	college	campuses	without	being	noticed.	More	weapons	do	not	make	us	
safer,	they	create	a	greater	opportunity	for	violence.	
	
Yesterday	would	have	been	more	confusing	and	scary	if	students	had	been	armed	and	taken	it	
upon	themselves	to	fight	back.	How	would	we	have	known	who	was	good	and	who	was	bad?	
Imagine	if	a	gunfight	had	broken	out	between	a	“good	guy”	and	the	“bad	guy.”	How	would	law	
enforcement	know	which	student	needed	to	be	taken	out?	There’s	a	reason	we	look	to	law	
enforcement	in	situations	like	these.	It	eliminates	unnecessary	confusion.	It	ensures	that	only	
trained	personnel	attempt	to	use	deadly	weapons	in	a	crisis	situation.	
	
We	all	have	the	same	goal	here:	to	keep	people	safe	while	respecting	constitutional	freedoms.	
We	can	achieve	both	if	our	actions	are	driven	by	logic	rather	than	fear	and	personal	interests.	
	
Sincerely,	
Zachary	Blandford	
	


