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Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government 

Oversight and Reform Committee, thank you for allowing me to provide testimony today about 

the misguided gun proposal currently before the committee. 

 

I bring my concerns, even after personal experience as the victim of an armed robbery with a 

gun, because I know that adding another gun to the equation would only have made matters 

worse. 

 

I bring my concerns also as a student at The Ohio State University, where I was Monday when 

violence erupted.  I do so because after the shock of that event wears off, I know that adding 

more guns to a crowded campus is more likely to cause future harm than stop it. 

 

I acknowledge that too often, the dialogue about gun rights and responsibilities is clouded in 

ignorance and idealism.  However, my concerns are grounded in education and experience. 

 

My first big lesson in gun safety came when I was a young Boy Scout.  Before I could step foot 

in the rifle range, I had to learn the rules and understand why they were important: guns can be 

dangerous if not treated with the care and respect they deserve.  Ownership of a gun is a right; 

possessing one requires responsibility. 

 

My next big lesson was at the funeral of a fellow scout—he was killed by a senseless act of gun 

violence.  We were supposed to receive our Eagle Scout awards together. His death was a stark 

affirmation of the danger guns pose when handled improperly.   

 

The bill under consideration is also irresponsible conduct with guns, and certain to result in 

unnecessary loss of human life.   

 

The notion that more guns in more places is sound public-safety policy is plainly wrong.  It 

mistakes talking points for truth.  The fact is, in real-life scenarios, the best-trained responders 

will most likely miss the shot. 

 

According to New York City police statistics1, officers in the field missed their target more than 

70 percent of the time. Admittedly, when targets were between zero and six feet away, that 

figure dropped to only 57 percent missed. 

                                                           
1 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/09/weekinreview/09baker.html  
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Even at point-blank range, even with training well beyond what this bill requires, a bullet is more 

likely to hit something other than its intended target. 

 

On a highly-populated college campus, that “something else” is dangerously likely to be an 

innocent student.   

 

Of course, this is also assuming an actual, live threat.  But anecdotal and statistical evidence 

show serious challenges in identifying valid threats, especially when the supposed threat is a 

person of color. 23 4 

 

On the other hand, there is ample evidence of real threats posed by irresponsible concealed-carry 

permit holders. 

 

Since 2007, there have been at least 722 deaths in concealed-carry shootings, but only 16 of 

those cases were legal self-defense.5 

 

Comparing mass-shootings, between 2007 and 2015, for every shooting stopped by a civilian 

concealed carry holder, there were 3.5 times as many mass-shootings perpetrated by a concealed 

carry holder.6 

 

Looking at the larger picture, beyond concealed carry, I am most troubled that a child dies from a 

gun accident every other day in this country.7  Worse, these tragedies are largely preventable. 

 

Gun ownership may be a right, but it also comes with responsibility.  I wish the Ohio legislature 

would appreciate that this is a two-way street.  Instead, the bill under consideration represents 

misplaced priorities: putting lives on the line to put guns where they don’t belong. 

 

I ask the members of the committee to vote against this bill. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to provide testimony today.  I would be happy to answer any 

questions. 

                                                           
2 https://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2013/mar/25/guns-protection-national-rifle-association 
3 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/09/weekinreview/09baker.html  
4 http://www.psych.uncc.edu/pagoolka/cdps287.pdf  
5 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/11/opinion/concealed-carrys-body-count.html  
6 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/10/26/people-with-concealed-carry-permits-have-

committed-at-least-29-mass-shootings-since-2007/  
7 http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/10/14/ap-usa-today-gun-accidents-children/91906700/  


