Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Commiittee,

My name is Eden McKissick-Hawley. [ stand in opposition to HB48 because I do not believe
a college should be allowed to determine this policy. It should not be a choice for board
members to allow weapons on our campuses. We should have a consistent, statewide
policy on this issue because it is that important. Here’s why keeping guns off campuses is
crucial.

1) Just as allowing guns on campuses could allow the “good guys” to have guns, it could
allow the “bad guys” to have guns too, only now it would be harder to identify them,
because the “red flags” would no longer be “red flags.” I mean think about it, a major
warning sign that your roommate is radicalized would be them having weapons. Under this
bill, that behavior could be legal, appropriate, and normalized. This bill could make it
easier for a violent person to plan and execute an attack in plain sight, and it could make it
harder for anyone to report suspicion and prevent it.

2) An individual having the right to own a weapon is not the same as an individual having
the right to carry that weapon wherever they please. Guns are not appropriate in the
classroom and on campus for the same reason they are not appropriate on the grounds of
the Statehouse: the risk that something could go wrong is too high. Think about the crazy
person who calls your staff and leaves them hateful, threatening voicemails. Do you want
them waiting for you and your staff on the next time you step outside? A judge wouldn’t be
comfortable having defendants bring weapons to trial. A professor probably wouldn’t be
comfortable with angry students bringing a weapon to discuss why they failed the class. A
college counselor probably wouldn’t feel comfortable with a student who is suicidal
bringing a weapon to the therapy session. There are certain places where weapons simply
are not appropriate.

3) I'd like to wrap up my testimony by telling you about the biggest reason I think guns are
not appropriate on college campuses: suicide. College is a vulnerable, unstable time for
many people. Choosing to bring a gun to college puts an unnecessary burden on the RA,
residents, and overburdened college mental health services. Choosing to have a weapon in
your private home is one thing, but having a weapon in a space you share with others is
another story entirely.

You can take your own life and you can take someone else’s life in more ways than one, but
the single easiest, most common way is with a gun. I could tell you a laundry list of statistics
proving that guns make young people more susceptible to death, but what I'd like to share
with you today is a personal story about how guns have affected my life.

In summer of 2014, my friend Clayton Welsh, who we called Boomer, shot and killed
himself.



Boomer was about 7 feet tall with a mop of blonde hair. He was happy, funny, athletic, cute,
and popular. His death was a total shock to his friends and family.

Many of Boomer’s friends believe he died because he had immediate access to a lethal
weapon when he was feeling overwhelmed by normal anxieties of growing up.

He had been drinking when he pulled the trigger.

We cannot assume that in the absence of a gun, he would have “found another way,”
because the research doesn’t show that. Research shows that young men in particular rely
on the easiest, most lethal means possible, and that without a gun, their likelihood of
committing suicide decreases dramatically.

Although Boomer killed himself at his home, this story illustrates why weapons pose a
particular risk to young people, and anyone struggling with mental health and substance
issues, which inarguably includes a disproportionate number of college students.

College is a time when people experiment with drugs and alcohol - and not just on
occasion, but frequently. College is also a time when young people struggle with depression
and anxiety.

While preparing this testimony, [ asked Josh, Boomer’s best friend, to recount his favorite
things about Boomer. Years later, hearing Josh talk, I was struck by how fresh it sounded.
Josh stammered for a minute, and sighed. “I don’t know,” he said, “Boomer just loved
everyone.” The pain in his voice was unmistakable. Talking to Josh reminded me that the
death of a young person, especially the preventable death of a young person, is not
something you ever really “get past.”

Before voting on this legislation, I ask that you think critically about Boomer’s story.
Suicide leaves you with a lot of ugly “what if” questions. The one question Boomer’s friends
and family keep returning to is this: “what if he had not had such easy access to the gun?”

Studies and personal testimonies show that if we can reduce immediate access to a
weapon, we can reduce suicide. And by increasing immediate access to weapons, we
increase risks of suicide.

The State Senators in this room do not have the power to end suicide and gun violence
altogether, but you all have the power to take preventative measures to keep it from
happening so frequently. One thing the senators in this room can do is reject HB48.

[ am submitting this testimony in Boomer Welsh’s memory, a young man who took his life
on August 23, 2013. If anyone in this room finds themselves contemplating suicide, or if

this story was triggering in any way, I urge you to call the suicide hotline.

Thank you for your time.



