Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Commiittee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Joseph Malinger, and [ am an Ohio
State student. [ was in my dorm room on Monday when I received a text from the school.
There was an active attacker on campus. My roommate and | immediately turned on the
news and stayed in our dorm to wait out the attack. We spent the duration of the shelter-in-
place answering calls and texts from terrified family members. I also knew some of my
friends were in a building close to the scene, and [ was anxious and afraid worrying about
what might happen to them.

No student should be forced to endure the fear and uncertainty that my friends, my loved
ones, and [ experienced on Monday. If you allow firearms on college campuses, school
safety zones, and daycares, you increase the chances that more young people will be forced
to live through similar or even worse experiences. Attacks and accidental tragedies will
become more common with the influx of weapons. Allowing anyone other than a trained
professional to bring a gun onto school grounds takes away my peace of mind.

In this day and age, we cannot blindly trust every person to “do the right thing” with a
weapon. Not everyone with a gun is going to use it appropriately. There is no way to tell a
good guy with a gun from a bad guy with a gun - especially in a crisis situation. If 10 other
students had pulled out guns on Monday, the officer might have accidentally harmed one of
them. They might have accidentally harmed innocent bystanders. Why would we take that
risk?

The Second Amendment to the US Constitution begins with the words, “a well regulated
militia.” A strict reading of this amendment would not support allowing random untrained
college students to pull out firearms and begin shooting whenever they sensed danger. One
could also argue that the Constitution would not support additional regulation requiring
unwilling citizens to accept firearms in high-risk areas if that is not the will of the people.

This is why we have well-regulated, well-trained law enforcement to step in when there is
an attack. Yesterday proved to us that this system works very well. When officers are in
charge, untrained citizens can run and hide, and no longer have the need to fight. That is
the responsibility of those who are trained to protect us. As a last resort, we will fight too.
But drawing weapons in a crisis should not be our first response.

I'm not suggesting that young people should not own a gun or obtain a concealed carry
license, but there should also be basic laws keeping us safe. These ideas aren’t mutually
exclusive. You can own a gun and not bring it with you into daycares and classrooms. Your
right to own a weapon does not mean you can use that weapon in a way that places others
at risk.

[ strongly urge a no vote on House Bill 48. Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I will
take questions from the committee.



