Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Commiittee,

My name is Madeline Morcyz and [ am a second-year student at The Ohio State
University. When [ walk into my lecture hall every day, I feel safe. I don’t have to worry
about whether or not the people around me are armed and potentially dangerous or
careless, because I know that there are laws in place to protect me. [ am so grateful to
study at a University where I can focus on my education rather than worry about my
personal safety.

The events we witnessed Monday were a striking reminder that there is so much still to do.
But I think House Bill 48 takes us in the wrong direction.

I'll be honest, Monday was a terrifying day. It was terrifying for me, my friends and the
whole Ohio State Community. We feared for the safety of all of our fellow students. When
we learned that the attacker was not, as initially reported, an active shooter, we breathed a
sigh of relief. I knew that, had this attacker had a firearm, the fatalities would be
significantly higher.

Though the injuries sustained were, without a doubt, horrifying - [ am grateful that the
number of serious injuries is not higher. My first concern was that guns, when used in an
attack like this, can easily and fatally harm a significant number of bystanders. My second
concern was the so-called “good guys with guns” argument that this bill makes.

[ understand the desire to have a gun for protection. However, had there been free
concealed carry on campus, as this legislation would allow, the situation could have been
far worse. Although they might have the best intentions, students trying to stop the attack
with a gun could have easily resulted in more casualties. Innocent bystanders could have
been injured in the fog of the attack. The police could easily assume a student attempting
to stop a shooter is another attacker and fatally injure them. The horrible possibilities are
numerous. Those thoughts were all floating around in my mind as [ watched this week’s
attack unfold.

House Bill 48, if enacted, will undoubtedly make me and my fellow students far less
safe. Please vote to protect me, my peers and my professors from the tragic situations that
could result from this legislation. Please vote against House Bill 48.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I will answer any questions from the committee
at this time.



