Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Commiittee,

I'm Spencer Dirrig and I'm a second-year student at The Ohio State University. Ilove my
school. Ilove being part of a community that cherishes diversity, academic enrichment and
community building. As such, yesterday was devastating.

On Monday, as I prepared to leave for my class in Watts hall, I received a phone call from my
little sister asking if I was safe. Confused, [ asked why [ wouldn't be safe. Through her tears,
my sister responded that there was an active attacker in Watts Hall. I was stunned.

There is no way around it - the events yesterday were terrifying. People were scared, crying
and honestly acting erratically - and for good reason. At no point in time during the hours
when we were huddled and afraid did I ever think that a gun would make the situation
better. 60,000 scared, anxious and uneasy students with guns could have easily made the
situation substantially worse. In that environment, I would not only fear for my safety due to
the attacker. I would honestly be terrified to move anywhere on campus while thousands of
scared students were prepared, in their anxiety, to shoot anything that moves. I only trusted
the trained professionals to deal with the situation and keep us safe.

[ am vehemently opposed to this legislation for a number of reasons, but [ would like to briefly
focus on one that is very personal. As someone who has some experience with mental illness,
itis clear that we have a mental health crisis on our college campuses. The Ohio State
University has taken great strides to help students who suffer from mental illness, but it
cannot alone solve the issue.

According to an Emory University study, there are more than 1,000 suicides on college
campuses every year. And suicide is the third-leading cause of death among people aged 15 to
24. One in ten college students in the United States has made a plan for suicide.

According to the Harvard School of Public health, the facts are clear: those who die by suicide
were twice as likely to have easy access to a gun than those who did not.

To be clear, research shows that people with guns are not inherently more likely to be
suicidal, but the lethality of guns make it much more likely that a person will die in a suicide
attempt.

About 85% of attempts with a firearm are fatal: that’s a much higher case fatality rate than for
nearly every other method. Many of the most widely used suicide attempt methods have case
fatality rates below 5%.

['ve never been more confident that concealed carry on campus will lead to a less safe
environment than [ am after yesterday’s events. So please, vote to protect students from
those who wish to harm us. Vote to protect students from untrained vigilantes. Vote to
protect students with mental illness. Vote to protect us. Please vote against House Bill 48.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I would be happy to answer any questions from
the committee.



