Testimony in Opposition to House Bill 48

Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Commiittee,

My name is Tyler Giacalone, a second-year student at The Ohio State University. As
students, we are incredibly fortunate to study and live here in Columbus. We are protected
by the incredible men and women of the Ohio State University Police Department, the
Columbus City Police Department and the Franklin County Sheriff's office. Our first
responders and the sacrifices they make allow us to have a safe environment in which to
grow, learn and achieve.

It is for that reason that I ask you to oppose House Bill 48. On Monday, our campus
experienced a true tragedy. But in the midst of that horrible attack, our first responders
were heroic. These men and women were able to quickly respond, analyze the situation,
take action and save lives. They were able to do this without fear of external threats to
their safety. I believe that is why they were so successful. The first responders were able to
stop yesterday's attack because they were able to do their job without hesitation, find the
attacker, and stop him.

Under the legislation being debated today, those efforts would be vastly diminished. Itis
easy to say, in hindsight, that if someone had a weapon they could protect themselves from
an assailant. However, in the fog of an attack, with students scared, anxious and defensive,
acting in “self defense” with a gun could easily lead to chaos. Innocent bystanders could be
shot. Police could mistake the “good guys” with the attacker. The police could be stopped
from addressing the attack. A shootout between the attacker/ police and students would
undoubtedly lead to far more fatalities and a much worse situation. The last thing we need
in a vulnerable situation like this is more untrained adolescents with deadly weapons.

Our police agree. According to a poll of university police chiefs in the Journal of American
College Health, “only 5 percent thought that allowing students to carry on campus would
prevent any shootings. Meanwhile, 89 percent of the chiefs agreed that the most effective
and important way to deal with gun use on campus is to prevent the use of guns at all.”

It's for the safety of our police, students and professors that I ask you to please consider the
real implications this legislation will have and subsequently vote no on House Bill 48.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I will answer any questions from the committee
at this time.



