
Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government 

Oversight and Reform Committee: 

Good Morning. My name is Taylor Gleeson. I am 19 years old, a native of Boulder, Colorado, 

and now a first year Public Affairs and Economics Student at The Ohio State University. Last 

year, I served as the International Social Action Vice President for NFTY, the youth movement 

for Reform Judaism, and in that role organized and led a national campaign against gun violence.  

While engaging in that work, I become more aware of the breadth of the gun violence epidemic 

in our nation, which led me to be a founder and national board member of “Students United 

Against Gun Violence,” an organization working with students across the country to compel 

action against gun violence. Students United works with 45 university chapters, as well as a half 

dozen high school and middle school chapters across 23 states.  

Students across the country are taking action against gun violence in their own universities, in 

their communities, and on a federal legislative level. We are passionate, yes, but we are also 

scared.  

We are scared of the shootings that we watch weekly on the news. 

We are scared of the shooting that we see take place in our schools. 

After Sandy Hook, after Aurora, after Pulse - and after every shooting, we have the false hope 

that this is it. This is enough. That people can’t possibly stand for this violence. That something 

finally has to change. Time and time again I am disappointed in the system that is supposed to 

protect me.  

When is enough going to be enough?  

Monday was a reminder for all of us that now is the time for change. I was walking to grab some 

coffee before class when suddenly a rush of people ran past me. I didn’t know what was 

happening, but scared for my own safety, I started running with them. Minutes later I received a 

short text from the University.  

“Buckeye Alert: Active Shooter on campus.  

Run. Hide. Fight.”  



Watts Hall was less than a block away from where I was hiding, and suddenly, my worst fears 

were confirmed: an assailant had come onto my campus, my home, and begun attacking my 

classmates. 

I am incredibly thankful for Police Officer Alan Horujko and his quick and life-saving actions. I 

am thankful that there were no fatalities and that the victims are recovering. But after three years 

of working on gun violence prevention, I’m left with a haunting question: what if the attacker 

had had a gun? 

Gun violence is an epidemic that is plaguing our nation, an epidemic that kills more than 33,000 

people annually. If House Bill 48 is written into law, Ohio is letting down student across the 

state.  

I am not anti-gun; I recognize and appreciate the actions of law enforcement on Monday that 

ended a violent situation.  

But, more often than not, guns kill innocent people. And “guns everywhere” will only kill more 

people. 

Please, for the safety of our state, our students, and the people you represent, negate House Bill 

48. 

Thank you for allowing me to provide testimony today. 

 


