Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the
Government Oversight and Reform Committee,

My name is Jeremy Cronig. | am from Shaker Heights, OH, and a current student at The
Ohio State University - Columbus Campus, studying Public Affairs and Economics.

| previously served as the International President of NFTY, The Reform Jewish Youth
Movement. | also come from a gun owning family and enjoy going to the shooting range
with my father to practice firing our World War Il M1 Carbine.

| am an advocate for the rights of law abiding gun owners.

| am also an advocate for preventing gun violence.

Many students feel the same way | do. While in office, as the President of NFTY, |
organized and coordinated a nationwide youth-led gun violence prevention campaign. |
worked with thousands of high school and college students to help prevent the
senseless gun violence that has become so common.

After ending my term with NFTY, | found it impossible to walk away from the cause that
| found myself so deeply invested in. It is for this reason that | helped found and now
serve as a national board member of “Students United Against Gun Violence,” an
organization working with students across the country to work against gun violence.

As a college student with experience studying and working on this issue, | feel that
House Bill 48 must be voted down.

HB 48 makes our campus less safe.

Walking around the campus of Ohio State, | have peace of mind knowing that firearms
are prohibited on the premises. With the current law in place, | know with 100%
certainty that if | see an individual with a firearm, that they are a person looking to harm
others or break the law. It is due to this assurance that | know how to react. | know to
get to safety and alert the OSU police force to quickly resolve the issue, just like they
did on Monday.

If this proposed bill is passed and Ohio State decides to allow concealed campus carry,
| will no longer be able to make this same assumption. | will not know why an individual
is carrying a weapon. | will not know if the individual intends to harm myself or others.

| will instead have to assume the good will of someone | do not know. | will have to
merely hope that they will not use their weapon against me or any of my classmates
instead of being proactive.

Even if the administration of Ohio State decided to continue to ban firearms from
campus, this bill lowers the legal penalty for breaking this law. Despite the “choice” a



university may have, this bill is clearly designed to make it easier to have a firearm on a
college campus.

| urge you to think of the consequences of this reality.
The Ohio State’s campus is more than where | receive my education.

My campus is where | spent most of my time, where | cheer on the Buckeyes, where
hang out with my friends and interact with my professors.

My campus is my home.

College campuses must have a distinction when it comes to the concealed carry of
firearms. College campuses are where students, like myself, do far more than just
attend class and we deserve to be safe when doing so.

| look first and foremost to my elected officials and to this state to protect me from harm
and to make decisions based on my best interests.

| urge you to think of the health and safety of the students that you all serve and vote
down this bill.

Thank you for allowing me to provide testimony today.



