
Testimony	
  In	
  Opposition	
  To	
  House	
  Bill	
  48	
  
	
  
Chairman	
  Coley,	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  Seitz,	
  Ranking	
  Member	
  Yuko,	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Government	
  
Oversight	
  and	
  Reform	
  Committee,	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  provide	
  testimony	
  today	
  regarding	
  House	
  Bill	
  48,	
  which	
  
would	
  allow	
  for	
  policies	
  permitting	
  the	
  carrying	
  of	
  concealed	
  handguns	
  on	
  campus.	
  	
  
I,	
  a	
  student	
  at	
  The	
  Ohio	
  State	
  University,	
  hope	
  that	
  such	
  a	
  bill	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  passed	
  by	
  the	
  
Senate.	
  I	
  am	
  concerned	
  that	
  allowing	
  such	
  weapons	
  onto	
  our	
  campus	
  –	
  in	
  the	
  hands	
  of	
  
people	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  necessarily	
  well-­‐trained	
  in	
  their	
  use	
  –	
  will	
  lead	
  to	
  unneeded	
  
distraction,	
  fear,	
  and/or	
  violence.	
  
	
  
With	
  misinformation	
  in	
  the	
  media	
  during	
  crisis	
  events	
  –	
  for	
  example,	
  the	
  incorrect	
  
reporting	
  that	
  we	
  had	
  an	
  “active	
  shooter”	
  on	
  campus	
  this	
  week,	
  when	
  in	
  reality	
  the	
  
attacker	
  wielded	
  not	
  a	
  gun,	
  but	
  a	
  butcher’s	
  knife	
  –	
  I	
  fear	
  that	
  an	
  individual	
  with	
  a	
  gun	
  might	
  
jump	
  to	
  conclusions	
  based	
  upon	
  inaccurate	
  reports	
  and	
  decide	
  to	
  take	
  matters	
  into	
  her/his	
  
own	
  hands	
  and	
  act	
  in	
  an	
  unfortunate,	
  regrettable	
  manner.	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  I	
  believe	
  that	
  allowing	
  guns	
  on	
  campus	
  would	
  make	
  it	
  easier	
  for	
  attackers	
  to	
  
harm	
  us	
  students.	
  Having	
  concealed	
  handguns	
  in	
  the	
  classrooms	
  would	
  leave	
  students	
  and	
  
staff	
  exceedingly	
  vulnerable	
  to	
  any	
  student	
  who,	
  like	
  our	
  attacker	
  this	
  week,	
  wishes	
  us	
  
harm.	
  	
  
	
  
Please	
  do	
  not	
  allow	
  this	
  legislation	
  to	
  pass.	
  It	
  would	
  put	
  the	
  students	
  at	
  OSU	
  into	
  a	
  position	
  
in	
  which	
  their	
  safety	
  and	
  health	
  is	
  at	
  risk.	
  
	
  
I	
  urge	
  a	
  no	
  vote	
  on	
  this	
  legislation.	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  considering	
  my	
  testimony.	
  
	
  
Kathryn	
  Gstalder	
  


