
  

 

 

November 30, 2016 

 

Good morning Chairman Coley and members of the Senate Government Oversight and 

Reform Committee.  My name is Beth Tsvetkoff and I am the Executive Director of the Ohio 

Alliance of YMCAs.  I am standing in for our Licking County Family YMCA CEO, Ed Bohren, 

who is our immediate past chair and wanted to be here today.  Unfortunately for us, but 

happily for him, he is out of state hunting this week in the woods of West Virginia. 

 

The Ohio Alliance of YMCAs is a nonprofit organization that represents the 163 YMCAs 

throughout Ohio.  We are a grassroots driven and governed organization that advocates and 

educates on behalf of the YMCAs and their mission. 

 

On behalf of Ohio’s YMCAs, I request the Committee’s support of an amendment to HB 48 

that would help ensure the penalty for violating a private business’s choice to ban concealed 

weapons on their premises is a deterrent. 

 

Ohio YMCAs are the largest provider of early childhood education and school age care in 

the state, as well as around the country.  As such, Ohio Ys have over 600 child centers 

throughout the state. 

 

Under current law, child care centers are included in the list of places a concealed carry 

license holder is prohibited automatically from taking a weapon.  If license holder 

brings a weapon into one of our child care centers, the violation is a first degree 

misdemeanor, and the penalty is up to 180 days in jail and $1,000 fine.  Upon a second 

offense, the violation is a fourth degree felony. 

 

HB 48 removes child care centers from the automatic prohibition list.  YMCAs 

understand that continuing law would allow them to post a conspicuous sign prohibiting 

weapons on their premises, including child care centers. 

 

However, if a license holder brought a weapon into a Y child care center that posted a 

weapons prohibited sign, the license holder would be guilty only of a fourth degree 

misdemeanor, with a penalty of up to 30 days in jail and $250 fine.  There also is no 

language to increase the penalty for a second or third offense. 

 

We ask the Committee to support our amendment that would maintain the first degree 

misdemeanor penalty, and escalated penalty for subsequent offenses, for child care 

centers that would choose to prohibit weapons on their premises. 

 

Thank for your time and consideration.  I am happy to answer any questions you may have. 


