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November 30, 2016

Senator Bill Coley

Chairman, Senate Government and Oversight Committee
Chio Senate

Senate Office Building — Floor 1

Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Coley,

On behalf of the 123,000 members of the Ohio Education Association (OEA), | am writing to inform you of
OEA’s opposition to House Bill 48. This bill would aliow concealed carry permit holders to carry guns in areas
that are currently prohibited, including college and university campuses. House Bill 48 would also expand the
authority of individuals to carry a concealed weapon in a school safety zone.

House Bill 48 wouid aiiow boards of trustees at each coliege and university to determine if and where
concealed carry license holders would be permitted to carry a gun on campus grounds. While supporters of
the legislation have stated that the intent of the bill is to eliminate “victim zones,” many studies have shown
that more injuries and deaths occur when guns are introduced into an environment. Furthermore, there is
no evidence that allowing handguns on campuses will deter or resolve active-shooter situations and that a
concealed carry permit holder is adequately trained to handle such a scenario.

Additionally, OEA opposes the provision that would allow guns to be locked in a motor vehicie within a school
safety zone. Current [aw has served the state well should not be changed because it may pose an
inconvenience to a license holder.

Ohio’s students and educators deserve safe and secure environments in which to learn and work. OEA
believes that the changes outlined in House Bill 48 are unwarranted and will only serve to increase the risk of
danger to our students, educators and the public. | encourage you to oppose House Bill 48 and retain current
law.

Sincerely,

M \
Becky Higgins

OEA President

cc: Ohio Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee Members
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