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Good morning Chairman Coley, Vice Chairman Seitz, ranking member Yuko and
members of the Senate Committee on Government Oversight and Reform. | testify
today in support of H.B. 48.

Ohio law is full of statutory felonies for Concealed Handgun License (CHL) holders.
Felony charges ruin people’s lives and should be reserved for serious offenses, not
arbitrary infractions.

H.B. 48 removes several “no carry” or “victim zones” from current law. Some have
argued that we have not proven why removing those bans are proper. Carrying a
firearm and defending one’s life are fundamental constitutional rights. The burden is
upon the state to prove the need for such restrictions. With no legitimate reason
presented, it is right to repeal the offending sections.

Studying active killer events, we see that they are almost always committed in these
victim zones. Current law creates safe locations for those who intend to commit mass
murder. Life is sacred and we should be doing everything we can to protect innocent
life. H.B. 48 takes important steps in that direction.

In the wake of the Sandy Hook massacre, Buckeye Firearms Foundation offered a class
for educators taught by John Benner of Tactical Defense Institute. We were told that
teachers didn’t want to carry guns. In a few weeks we had over 1,000 people asking for
training. Teachers love our kids and are willing to do anything to keep them safe.

Guns in schools seems controversial to some, but that is because they don’t understand
active killer events or the deep bond school staff share with our children. This is NOT for
everyone. But in every building there is someone who is going to respond to the event
and do whatever they can to save the children, no matter what the policy, no matter
what the consequences. They have proven they are willing to die for our kids. For those
special people, we owe them the ability to stop the killing. With training they have the
mindset, tools, and skills to end the violence and start treating the injured. If that is what
we all want in these horrible situations, then you must change the law to achieve it.

Appropriate questions to ask are, “How long do we want the violence to continue?” and
‘Do we want a slow or a fast response time?” Thus our program, “FASTER Saves
Lives.” We have trained over 600 people, in 170 school districts, in 8 states, including at
least 63 of Ohio’s 88 counties. We have outstanding results, not a hypothetical idea.

Buckeye Firearms Association * PO Box 357, Greenville, OH 45331 « www.BuckeyeFirearms.org



As | stand here, there are schools all over Ohio where children are kept safe, not by a
useless “no guns” sticker on the door, or words in a policy manual, but by trained,
armed staff members.

Over the past two years we have opened up our training to some college faculty
members. Their employers understand they are trained and competent to provide a
critical layer of security for their staff and students. Under current Ohio law, it is illegal
for colleges to employ best practices for violence. All they are asking for is the same
ability that grade schools currently have; local control to do what is right for their school.

H.B. 48 is needed because it corrects several deficiencies our laws. We support its
passage.

Respectfully submitted,

James Irvine, President
440-503-3011
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Appendix — Response to some opponent testimony.

FBI: Active Shooter Incidents in the United States in 2014 and 2015

An analysis of 2014 and 2015 active shooter incidents in the United States has identified 20
incidents in each of the years.

https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/activeshooterincidentsus 2014-2015.pdf/view

Claim: 40% of all qun sales are completed outside of federally licensed firearms dealers. (No background check)

Fact: More than three-quarters of the survey covered sales before the Brady Act
instituted mandatory federal background checks on February 28, 1994.

Read more at: http://www.nationalreview.com/article/338735/40-percent-myth-john-lott

Claim: CCW dangerous, backed up by foot note: A 2001 follow-up to the abave report finds an increase in aggravated
assault in states with CCW laws.

https://works.bepress.com/john donohue/89/

Fact: The paper by John Donahue finding that there is no credible evidence that right to
carry reduces crime looks at the years 1977 — 2000 (later expanded to 2006). But right
to carry only started becoming popular when Florida passed their law in 1987. By 1994
only 20 states had “shall issue” laws. Current FBI reports go through 2015. Most years
covered in his study, only a minority of states had concealed carry in a meaningful way.
He omits the last 10 years when the most states do.
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Claim: There were many claims that license holders killed many people and are not good peaple.

Fact: In Texas, citizens with concealed carry licenses are 14 times less likely to commit
a crime. They are also five times less likely to commit a violent crime.1

Fact: People with concealed carry licenses are:2
+ 5.7 times less likely to be arrested for violent offenses than the general public
- 13.5 times less likely to be arrested for non-violent offenses than the general public

Fact: Of 14,000 CCW licensees in Oregon, only 4 (0.03%) were convicted of the
criminal (not necessarily violent) use or possession of a firearm.

Fact: In Florida, a state that has allowed concealed carry since late 1987, you are twice
as likely to be attacked by an alligator as by a person with a concealed carry permit.3

Fact: In Ohio, less than 0.5% of all CHL’s ever issued have been revoked for any
reason. The largest group of revocations are because the training was found to be
deficient and had nothing to do with CHL holders committing other crimes. 4

1 Texas Department of Public Safety and the U.S. Census Bureau, reported in San Antonio Express-News,
September, 2000

2 An Analysis of the Arrest Rate of Texas Concealed Carry Handgun License Holders as Compared to the Arrest
Rate of the Entire Texas Population, William E. Sturdevant, PE, September 11, 1999

3 Concealed Weapons/Firearms License Statistical Report, Florida Department of State, 1998. Florida Game and

Fresh Water Fish Commission, December 1998
4 Ohio Attorney General, Concealed Carry Annual Reports

For an in depth look at popular myths and facts about firearms see:
https://www.buckeyefirearms.org/gun-facts-win-every-gun-control-debate
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