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December 6, 2016 

 

Dear Members of the Ohio Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, 

 

Ohioans for Safe Communities strongly urge your opposition to Ohio House Bill 48. 

 

We offer this testimony as a supplement to the testimony previously provided on November 29, 

2016.  In that testimony we noted that HB 48 carries significant risks while benefitting only 

about 4% of Ohio’s population, those with concealed carry permits.
i
 

 

Today we call your attention to two vulnerable and very important populations of young 

Ohioans. They are the real targets of this bill. First, by allowing the introduction of loaded 

firearms into day-care centers HB 48 would increase the likelihood of accidental shootings 

resulting from mishandled or misplaced guns. Small children are energetic, unpredictable, and 

curious. Adding firearms to their presence will always create additional and unnecessary risk. 

Though some parents of children in day-care may be CCW permit holders, the vast majority of 

Ohio parents clearly are not. We hear from the bill’s sponsor that gun-free zones are dangerous 

places but there is virtually no credible evidence to support that claim as a general proposition, 

and there is no evidence whatsoever that day-care centers in particular are targets of any criminal 

activity. The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services Child Care Licensing Report showed 

323,000 children in Ohio day-care centers last year and only 392 reportable incidents of potential 

or actual injuries, most of which were minor.
ii
 That’s about 1 incident per 1,000 children per year 

in the day-care population. Ohio’s day care centers are already safe, and there is no good reason 

to bring loaded firearms into them. 

 

The second target of this bill is higher-education students. Our colleges and universities are 

centers of learning and growth, but they are also places where young people experiment with 

independence for the first time. For many that leads to immature and irresponsible behaviors. 

The introduction of firearms to these communities of teens and young adults can only increase 

the likelihood of serious injury or death. Let’s consider the last two occasions when Ohio State 

University made national news for violence on campus. In January, 2015 the celebration of the 

national football championship resulted in many arrests, use of tear gas, and up to 90 fires set on 

campus.
iii

 Revelry is not unusual at our higher-ed institutions, and this incident stands as a 

reminder that large numbers of young persons in close proximity will engage in behaviors that 

are potentially dangerous. New and authoritative research concludes that the introduction of 

loaded firearms to such situations could have tragic results.
iv

  

 

Let’s also consider the attack on Ohio State students on November 28, 2016. It is certainly 

possible that a student carrying a concealed firearm and in immediate proximity to the incident 

might have been able to successfully intervene and stop the attacker before the arrival of law 

enforcement officers. However the success of such an encounter would have depended on the 

concealed carrier reacting properly in a crisis situation, a situation for which the young carrier 
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most likely would have no specific experience or training. And if that carrier discharged his/her 

weapon the possibility of injury to innocent students nearby is significant. Consider too that the 

message of “active shooter” was spread across campus during the incident. The presence of 

armed students on campus could easily have led to some brave efforts by those students to find 

an attacker with a gun. Presumably, those students would have had their guns in hand.  

Consequently they themselves would have fit the general description of an “active shooter.” 

Mistaken confrontations between armed students looking for a civilian with a gun, or between 

armed students and law enforcement officers could easily have led to more injuries or deaths. 

 

That said, it is well recognized that college campuses are generally safer than their surrounding 

communities. Testimony presented last week noted that the campus homicide rate for the US is 

approximately 1/200
th

 of the rate for American ages 17-29 generally. And a significant number 

(about 24,000) of college students attempt suicide annually.
v
 The introduction of guns to college 

campuses necessarily increases the opportunities for guns to be used in homicides, assaults, and 

intimidation as well as for those guns to be lost, stolen, mishandled, or used in suicides.  

 

The greatest impact of HB 48 is on Ohio’s young people. Ohio colleges and universities 

currently enroll about 675,000 students.
vi

 That population when added to Ohio’s day-care 

enrollment makes a total of approximately 1 million young people potentially affected by this 

bill. Both college campuses and day-care centers are already safe places for our young people in 

Ohio. This bill is not about safety. It is about convenience for concealed carriers. And the price 

of that added convenience will be paid by Ohio’s young people. That price is too high.  

 

Accordingly Ohioans for Safe Communities urge the defeat of HB 48. 
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