NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

11250 WAPLES MILL ROAD

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030-7400

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT

DATE: December 6, 2016

TO: Honorable Members of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Committee

FROM: John Hohenwarter, Ohio State Liaison

RE: Sub. House Bill 48

On behalf of the National Rifle Association of America, I would like to express our support for
Sub. House Bill 48, sponsored by Representative Ron Maag (R-62). This legislation would
expand the right of self-defense by eliminating “victim zones” that put law-abiding citizens at
risk of becoming victims of crime.

According to a New York Daily News report in 2012, “with a single exception, every multiple-
victim public shooting in the U.S. in which more than three people have been killed since at least
1950 has taken place where citizens are not allowed to carry their own firearms.”

Many states have passed similar legislation in response to recent tragic incidents that have taken
place in “victim zones” across the country. These victims were defenseless and at the mercy of
law enforcement who always arrived after the violence occurred. If these tragic events had not
occurred in a “gun-free zone”, it’s likely many of the victims would still be alive and with their
families today.

As you may know, law enforcement response times vary depending on location and
circumstances, but these varying response times are irrelevant when individuals become victims
of instant violent crime. Furthermore, courts have even ruled in the past that law enforcement
officers are there simply to enforce the law and are under no legal obligation to defend
individuals.

If enacted into law, Sub. HB 48 will correct these problems by addressing the current loopholes
in the concealed carry regulations to ensure that the law abiding citizens are able to exercise their
Second Amendment right. Ohio gun owners, sportsmen and NRA members urge your support
for this important legislation. Please feel free to contact me at 703-267-1208 if you have
additional questions or concerns. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.



