Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the Government
Oversight and Reform Commiittee,

My name is Jennifer Pantell, and [ am a second-year student at the Ohio State University.
Over the summer, [ worked as a camp counselor at a local day camp for my town. The camp
was held in a public park, so we were always told to be weary of the people around us, and
make sure that if there were strangers nearby watching the kids, we would talk with them,
and keep the campers away. Although the park was generally safe, there were some
instances where I, as a counselor, had to deal with adults who were making the kids feel
uncomfortable. There were even times when I had to talk with my superiors and ask them
to address the situation, as | was becoming uncomfortable myself.

As any parent knows, the second a child is under your care, the level of responsibility you
hold skyrockets. You are constantly worrying about their safety, whether it's because the
ground on which they’re running is slippery, the swing set is a little too shaky for your
liking, or if there is a strange person following your child around the playground, trying to
get their attention. The child’s safety is your number one responsibility, and if you see that
stranger following your child you're going to get them out of that situation, and notify the
police.

But now [ want you to imagine something. [ want you to close your eyes and picture your
child playing on the playground at school. They’re running around, playing games, and
laughing, waiting for the school day to end. People come and go, passing by the school,
relaxing on the benches, but one adult in particular sits on a bench, and stays there for
quite some time. This stranger watches your child and their friends play, constantly looking
over their shoulder to see if anyone was watching them. Now, this person isn’t doing much,
but some of the kids start to notice, and they start to feel alarmed, uneasy, unsafe. The
stranger sees your child about to go and get help from a teacher or a parent, and the
stranger knows that if they don’t act fast they’re going to lose their chance. Now imagine
that stranger has a gun.

My experience as a camp counselor gives me these fears and these thoughts, and it’s
because of this that I stand before you and ask you to oppose House Bill 48.

My family worried for me as [ moved out here to live on a college campus in the middle of
Columbus. They constantly told me to make sure [ was being smart and safe, and to never
walk across campus alone at night. Although I tell them I never do, there are some nights I
find myself walking back to my dorm alone from the library at midnight. I have never felt
unsafe, but this bill can change that. This bill allows an individual to carry a concealed
weapon anywhere, and whether it’s in an elementary school or on a college campus, it can
make anyone around feel uneasy and unsafe. Teachers now have to worry that an
individual who they don’t know but is claiming to be a parent is hiding a gun, just in case
the teacher won’t cooperate. I now have to worry that walking across campus, that guy
following me is hiding a gun, just in case I don’t behave. My parents have to worry about
some stranger sneaking into my dorm has a gun, just in case he runs into a witness.



Deadly weapons will not make the situation easier, they can only complicate things. It'l]
make it harder for the cops to know who's the “good-guy,” and who's the “bad-guy.” A
young kid may find it and decide it’s a toy. A college student might use it in a stupid fight
with a friend. Now we can all imagine these situations, but it doesn’t take imagination to
understand the pain and grief that would be felt by the families of the victims from when
these situations become unnecessarily deadly.

Don’t put children’s lives at risk. Don’t put student’s lives at risk. Don’t put my life at risk.
Please, oppose this legislation. Otherwise, people who didn’t need to die will die - and this
legislation will be responsible.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I would be happy to answer any questions from
the committee.



