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Testimony in Opposition to Amended H.B. 476
Ohio General Assembly/Senate
Committee on Government Oversight and Reform
December 7, 2016/ Columbus, Ohio

Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko and members of the
Government Oversight and Reform Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present
my testimony today.

['am Jeffrey Crowther a son and nephew of WW II combat veterans of the Pacific
and Europecan Theaters of War and the Korean War. A United States Marine Corps
Vietnam Veteran and a former U.S. Department of State Senior Rule of Law Advisor
who was embedded with U.S. conventional and Special Forces in the tribal regions of
Iraq and Afghanistan from 2008 though 2013 as part of the Provincial Reconstruction
Team program. After that I briefly worked with a NGO project aimed at assisting the
moderate Syrian rebels that was funded by the U.S. State Department. Great Britain and
Denmark. Today I am a private attorney that accepts court appointments to defend
indignant citizens of Lucas County, Ohio that receives reimbursement from the Ohio
Public Defender’s Office for my compensation. I am an independent contractor with the
county and as such H.B. 476 would demand that T would declare that I would forgo my
1" Amendment Right of Free Speech as a precondition to being allowed to contract with
the county for my services. I see this as an assault on the Constitution of the United States
of America and the State of Ohio, which I and my forefathers, have swom to defend
against all enemies foreign or domestic and have placed our lives on the line fighting in
mortal combat to do just that. | take that same stand here today.

While working with the U.S. State Department I became fully immersed into the
tribal culture of the Middle East and Central Asia. It is a culture that permeates all
governments of those regions, and I mean all. It is a culture that is based on a scarcity of
resources, which, over the centuries, entrenched a win-lose mentality where all partics
strive to create an imbalance of power that works in their favor. | belicve that H.B. 476 is
just such an effort.

The region has countrics in name only. The power behind each of the
governments of those countries is anchored in the tribal and religious structure of the
region. Hashemite, Israclite, Durranni, Saudi or any combination of a multitude of tribal
names and religious sects play out an ancient drama. The diverse culture we enjoy here
anchored in the rule of law based on a constitution that recognizes that all are equal under
the law and have the right to freely cxpress peaceful opposition to the government docs
not exist in the region. This legislative body is now being drawn into that cultural win-
lose environment through this particular piece of legislation.




I acknowledge that the boycott movement is directed at Israel and is perccived as
an effort to bring about changes in that country that are perceived, by its present
government, as an effort to dilute the Israeli state to the point where it will no longer be
an Israeli state. I get that. However. that is their problem, not that of Ohioans. I am an
American whose government embodics the concept that the government of a country
should not favor one religion or religious sect over all others, I acknowledge that in the
Middle East that is, at present, not possible. However, I'm here to speak to fellow
Americans, fellow Ohioans, who are being asked to support a foreign power through a
punitive piece of legislation that directly will effect my ability to eam a living as an
altorney who contracts with the State of Ohio through Lucas County. This piece of
legislature demands, in advance. my declaration of how I may chose to exercise my 1%
Amendment rights as a condition of contracting my services to the State. My failure to
willingly declare my allegiance to the State of Israel by remaining silent, giving up my 1*
Amendment Rights, as a precondition to contracting with the State of Ohio, is a demand
by the State of Ohio that I violate my sole allegiance to protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States of America and the that of the State of Ohio.

This body has no such authority. End this legislation now!
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