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Senate Bill 121 Sponsor Testimony
March 18, 2015

Chairwoman Jones, Vice Chair Lehner, Ranking Member Tavares, and fellow members of the Health and Human Services committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 121. This legislation would require students of certain ages to be immunized against meningococcal disease. Meningococcal disease, commonly referred to as meningitis, can quickly strike young victims and result in multiple amputations or death within hours.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As many of you know, my niece Tess died within hours of contracting meningitis and my family became committed to honoring her memory. Last year you honored her memory by helping me pass “Tess’ Law” to mark each March 9th as “Meningitis Awareness Day.” I am continuing my commitment to Tess and other victims of this disease by introducing Senate Bill 121. This bill, working in conjunction with the Ohio Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Immunization Advocacy Network of Ohio, seeks to require students of ages recommended by the Ohio Department of Health to be immunized against meningococcal disease. This would first take place for the 2016-17 school year.

The bill, in its current form, requires the Department of Health to specify ages at which immunization against meningococcal disease is recommended. The Centers for Disease Control currently recommend vaccination against meningitis at ages 11-12, with a booster at 16. This vaccination schedule prepares students for the high-risk environments of high school and college.

This legislation is in line with current law on immunizations and would place meningitis on the list of diseases our students are vaccinated against. Senate Bill 121 also maintains a parent’s right to opt their children out of these required immunizations for reasons of religious belief and philosophical objection.

If we can prevent even one death with the passage of this bill, we will have made a difference. Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 121. I would be happy to answer any questions from the committee at this time.
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