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Chairwoman Jones, Vice Chairwoman Lehner, Ranking Member Tavares and members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee, my name is Cindy Krejny and I am here to tell you the story of my daughter’s untimely death from Bacterial Meningitis and the importance of passing Senate Bill 121.

I lost my daughter Erin to Meningococcal Meningitis more commonly know as Bacterial Meningitis on March 4th, 1997 two days before her 19th birthday.  She was a college freshman living in a dorm.  Imagine the absolute devastation of driving to your daughter’s college thinking she had a bad case of the flu, only to find out on arrival that she had died.  Her roommates took Erin to the hospital at about 1:30 am and she was pronounced dead at 5:15am.

Erin attended classes on Monday and started feeling sick in the afternoon.  She ate dinner with her friends but as the evening went on she continued feeling sick.  Her roommates said she complained that her arms were feeling numb and that she had a stiff neck.  Her friends kept an eye on her but about 1:00am Erin was feeling so bad that she asked her friends to take her to the hospital, she could hardly walk at this point.  When they arrived at the hospital the staff told she probably has the flu and they could pick her up in the morning.  Erin told her friends “call my mom and let her know” After receiving their call we contacted the hospital and were told only that her blood pressure was dropping and she wasn’t improving.  So we got in the car and made the 3 hour trip, but Erin died before we got to the hospital.

When you lose a child your life is never the same again.  Even after all these years the pain of the loss has not gone away.  It is sad to think that a vaccine could have saved her life, and we were unaware of it.  I wish that as a parent of a college freshman I would have known that my daughter was at an increased risk of contracting Bacterial Meningitis and that there was a readily available vaccine.  We sadly found this out after her death.

About a year after Erin died we read an article in our local newspaper stating that the American College Health Association had done a study the year Erin died showing that college freshmen living in dorms were at an increased risk of contracting Bacterial Meningitis.  17 years later, Ohio college students are still getting this disease and families still don’t know there is a vaccine and this disease can in most cases be prevented.  The current education law is not effective.  Recently the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, (CDC, ACIP) revised their recommendations and feel children should get this vaccine at their 11-12 year old checkup with a booster at age 16. 

Ohio needs to protect its children from this vaccine preventable disease.  Every year lives are lost and children are permanently disabled, this does not have to be the case. I volunteer with the National Meningitis Association and have seen how this disease affects survivors: multiple amputations, hearing loss, kidney failure, skin grafts and years of therapy to name a few.  I have also seen how it has devastated families who have lost a child.

This disease can kill or disable a child before doctors or families even know what is happening.  I urge you to implement this bill, by doing so we can insure that Ohio’s children are protected from this devastating disease and from those who are carriers.  We couldn’t do anything to help Erin, but this bill will give Ohio children a fighting chance.  No parent should have to lose a child to a disease that can potentially be prevented by vaccination.

It is still hard to believe that Erin is gone.  The empty place in my heart can never be filled, but this bill could save other families from having to lose a child to Bacterial Meningitis.  I urge you to support Senate Bill 121.

Thank you for allowing me the chance to testify.
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