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Chairwoman Jones, Vice Chairwoman Lehner, Ranking Member Tavares and members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee, my name is Neal Raisman. In 2005, I was the father of two. Today, I am the father of one. On the morning of September 27, 2005 my youngest, my son Isaac woke with a headache and was dead of meningitis by 4:30 p.m. the same day. I found his body.  He had less than 12 hours from the time he told us he had a headache until he died. A vaccine would have prevented his death. 
It’s an epidemiological story you all know too well, but it’s a personal story I never wanted to know.
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My son’s death would have been preventable now with a bill such as SB 121  He would have been vaccinated against this killer disease which not only kills young people in their prime but if it does not kill, leaves them maimed, or deaf or without limbs.

So what is life like without SB121? It is one of great longing, pain and grief. It is one of an empty chair at Thanksgiving, the inability to pick up the phone and see how Isaac’s day was, of one less wedding, fewer grandchildren, birthdays that go uncelebrated. It is hell. It is one of picking out a coffin for your son.

His posters of the Grateful Dead hang on my office wall but there is no one to go to concerts in the rain with anymore. There are ballgames but no one to root with anymore. There are arms that can no longer encircle him, hug him and let him know how much I love him. And there are tears in my eyes and all I can do is cry for him to come back.

This is not my experience alone. This is the one that thousands of parents live with because of meningitis. We can stop it. Stop it cold if you endorse Senate Bill 121 and have our children vaccinated against meningitis. There is no good reason not to do it; not to save lives; not to shatter families. There are only good reasons and thousands of children and parents who will be saved from going through the experience of losing a child to meningitis. You can literally give life so do it and pass SB 121.
Because meningitis is nearly always fatal, the low numbers of people affected mask the toll these cases take on families such as mine and on communities. My job today is to help you understand the depth of the emptiness we parents feel every day, and the heartache we feel for those parents who are about to join our ranks – the ranks of families minus one. Please act so other young people and their families are not so violently affected by meningitis.


