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Chairwoman Jones, Vice Chairwoman Lehner, Ranking Member Tavares and members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee, my name is Samantha Bennett. I am a professional artist from Columbus, OH and I barely survived meningitis. 

My first memories of creating art were as a child in a hospital room. At nine months old, I contracted Bacterial Meningitis, also known was Meningococcal Disease. My mother noticed I had a high fever with flu-like symptoms. In just a few hours, I went from being a normal healthy child to being extremely sick and fighting for my life. Meningococcal Disease struck fast. I have spent my entire life overcoming the damage that this disease did to my body in 24 hours.

The physical impact of Meningococcal Disease is apparent. My entire body is covered in scars with severe damage to my legs. I lost half of my right foot, I lost many of my fingers and much of face was damaged. I spent my childhood in and out of hospitals undergoing reconstructive surgeries. I have had over 30 surgeries throughout my life. Even now as an adult, I am still battling the damage that meningitis did to my body years ago. I have had 6 reconstructive surgeries on my legs in the last 2 years and I have a major surgery scheduled in June. 

In 2010, the National Meningitis Association contacted me after reading an interview I did with a Central Ohio newspaper. I learned about many other families that had been affected by bacterial meningitis. I also learned that there was a vaccine available to protect our families and that many states require children to be vaccinated against Meningococcal Disease.

Today, I am here as a survivor and as a mother of two little boys. This disease didn’t just affect me as a small child. This an everyday battle and I would do anything to protect my children and my community from this horrible disease. I encourage the State of Ohio to pass Senate Bill SB 121. Please help us protect our children from vaccine preventable diseases like Meningococcal Meningitis. What happened to me does not have to happen to anyone else anymore.
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