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April 22, 2015 
 

Chair Jones, Vice Chair Lehner, Ranking Member Tavares and members of the Senate Health and 

Human Services Committee, my name is Cameron McNamee and I am the Director of Policy and 

Communications for the State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

proponent testimony on House Bill 4, which seeks increase access to naloxone in Ohio. 

 

As you are well aware, too many Ohioans have lost their lives to unintentional drug overdose. 

Since 1999, drug overdoses have taken the lives of more than 13,000 citizens of this state. These 

deaths are largely attributable to the abuse of opioids, a class of drug that includes both 

prescription pain relievers and heroin. 

 

Fortunately, a safe, effective and relatively inexpensive medication called naloxone (Narcan®) is 

available to reverse an opioid overdose. Naloxone is an opioid antagonist that reverses the effects 

of heroin and other opioids, such as prescription painkillers, by ejecting or blocking the drugs from 

specific receptors in the brain. When administered in a timely manner, the medication quickly 

reverses respiratory depression caused by an overdose.  

 

HB 4 seeks to build on the success of legislation enacted during the 130th General Assembly.  This 

legislation would further expand access to naloxone through the use of physician approved 

protocols.  Use of these protocols allows pharmacies and other sites that are licensed by the Board 

to provide naloxone without the need to have a physician or other authorized prescriber physically 

present.  This would significantly increase the number of sites that offer this life-saving medication 

throughout Ohio. 

 

HB 4 also contains a proposal that will help facilitate law enforcement in obtaining naloxone.   The 

bill would permit a local health department to conduct occasional wholesale sales of naloxone to 

law enforcement agencies.  A number of health departments have contacted the Board asking if 

they could utilize their existing Board of Pharmacy Terminal Distributor of Dangerous Drugs 

(TDDD) License to provide low-cost or no-cost naloxone to law enforcement agencies in their 

community.  Current law restricts wholesale sales of prescription drugs to licensed wholesalers or 

pharmacies with a TDDD license.  HB 4 would create an exemption for local health departments to 

engage in this practice so that they may assist law enforcement in obtaining this effective and 

much needed drug.   

 

On behalf of Executive Director Schierholt and the members of State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy, I 

would like to commend Representatives Sprague and Rezabek for crafting a bill that seeks to 

address Ohio’s drug overdose epidemic by increasing access to naloxone.  The Board believes that 

the proposals featured in this bill have the ability to save countless lives and are vital in helping to 

reduce the growing number of Ohioans who lose their battle with addiction each and every day.  If 

enacted, the Board is committed to working with stakeholders, including the Governor’s Cabinet 

Opiate Action Team and the Ohio Pharmacists Association, to develop training and guidance for 

retail pharmacies to ensure the successful implementation of the policies featured in this bill. 

 

Chair Jones and members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee, thank you again 

for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 4. I would welcome any questions you may have at 

this time. 
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