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Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services
SB121- Proponent Testimony
Chairwoman Jones, Vice Chair Lehner, Ranking Member Tavares, and members of the Health and Human Services committee… thank you for your time and this opportunity to share Columbus Public Health’s insight on immunizations and support for SB121. The bill will require students to be immunized against meningococcal disease and the Ohio Department of Health to specify the ages at which immunization against meningococcal disease is recommended. 
My name is Phillip Tanjong, Vaccine Preventable Disease Program Director; I am honored to be here representing Dr. Teresa Long and Columbus Public Health.

At Columbus Public Health, our number one priority is the health and safety of the community, especially our youngest – and most vulnerable -- residents.  One of the best ways we can protect their health and improve their lives is through childhood immunizations. The Centers for Disease Control currently recommends vaccination against meningitis at ages 11-12, with a booster at 16. This vaccination schedule prepares students for the high-risk environments of high school and college.

Bacterial meningitis, which this bill would help us protect against, is, unfortunately, not uncommon, and is a serious illness caused by meningococcal disease. However, it may be prevented through immunization.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 1,000 to 2,600 people contract meningococcal disease each year in the United States.  One in 10 of these cases results in death.  Bacterial meningitis infections may also cause serious health problems in 11 to 19 percent of survivors such as loss of limbs, deafness, nervous system problems, mental retardation, seizures and strokes. 

Although meningitis infections progress rapidly, initial symptoms often resemble the common flu.  Symptoms may include headache, high fever, stiff neck, or a dark purple rash.  Given the high mortality rate and rapid progression of the disease, it is recommended that people at high risk for meningitis receive the  vaccine, which includes teens age 15 to 19.

As we are sadly aware, Ohio ranks last in the nation, tied with West Virginia, for the worst immunization rates in the country. While CPH would be in strong support of comprehensive legislation that would use the CDC Immunization Schedule as the standard across the board for all vaccination requirements,  legislation like this, that gets us closer to compelling healthy individuals to follow the CDC Immunization Schedule, will undoubtedly help us move the marker. 
Thank you for your time and your interest in public health.  I will be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

(If you have additional questions later, please feel free to contact Kelli Arthur Hykes, Director of Public Health Policy at 614-645-2097 or KAHYKES@columbus.gov and she will respond promptly on behalf of Columbus Public Health.)
Thank you!
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