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Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 332
Carly M. Salamone, MPH, Assistant Director, Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB
Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio 

Chairman Jones, Vice Chair Lehner, Ranking Minority Member Tavares and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony for consideration in support of Senate Bill 332.  Unfortunately, I am out of the state today and unable to attend. I am Carly Salamone, Assistant Director of the Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB at the Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio, and a county lead for our local infant mortality reduction collaborative, Getting to 1. 
Since 2007, the Certified Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB has provided services to nearly 3000 pregnant women with the greatest risk for a poor birth outcome, with enrolled women having on average, not one, but 7 risk factors such as previous poor birth outcomes, being African American, living in poverty, mental illness, and being homeless. Of the women enrolled, 74% represent a minority population. Despite the high burden of risk of Pathways clients, the low birth weight rate for African American women enrolled for at least 90 days is 8.6%, compared to a rate greater than 14% for the county and the state. 
The Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB was one of the first certified Pathways Community HUBs in the country, receiving certification status in November, 2014. Since that time, an additional 7 HUBs have been certified nationally, including the HUBs in Cincinnati and Mansfield.  The 3 new Ohio HUBs, funded through the Ohio Commission on Minority Health, are all currently in the process of becoming Certified Pathways Community HUBs. This certification has proven critical for HUBs, as many communities across the country claim to be a Pathways HUB however do not adhere to the core components of the model and do not have the positive outcomes we are seeing in our community.
At the core of the Pathways Community HUB Model is the Community Health Worker (CHW). CHWs are frontline public health workers who are trusted members of the community or have an unusually close understanding of the community they serve. The CHWs working through our certified HUB connect clients to both medical and social services and follow the philosophy of “do for, do with, and cheer on” to promote their client’s personal responsibility for their health and welfare. As the person who is ultimately responsible for the day to day operations of our HUB, I can confidently say that without our Community Health Workers, we would not be as successful as we are today. In fact, we probably would not exist. Community Health Workers have the ability to build vital, trusting relationships with clients where other professionals have failed. 
As you may be aware, the Ohio Board of Nursing certifies Community Health Workers after they have completed a college level certificate program. The only pre-requisite for enrolling a Certified Community Health Worker program is a high school diploma or GED. Since 2014, the Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB has partnered with the University of Toledo AHEC Program on a MEDTAPP funded project that has resulted in 88 new CHWs not only from Northwest Ohio, but across the state, with an additional 54 beginning training next week. The CHW graduates are a diverse group of adult learners made up of 61% minorities with an average annual household size of 3 and household income of $22,893.
Medicaid has leveraged MEDTAPP funds to help develop the CHW workforce, providing Certified HUBs with trained, licensed Community Health Workers to serve the Medicaid population.  The education received through this certification process is essential to the success of a Community Health Worker. 
If we truly want to move the needle on infant mortality, Community Health Workers from the neighborhoods they serve are a key component.  Where nurses, physicians, and public health officials have failed, Community Health Workers have thrived. However, without proper training, the CHWs are not being given the tools to be successful. You would never let a nurse who is not licensed provide you with care, why would we let a Community Health Worker who is unlicensed be responsible for the very lives we are trying to save; our babies.
Thank you very much for your time. If you have further questions, feel free to contact me. I have provided my contact information below.

Carly Salamone (Miller)
csalamone@hcno.org
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