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Chairman Hottinger, Ranking Member Brown and members of the Senate Insurance Committee, my name is Keith Kerns and I am the Executive Director for the Ohio Optometric Association (OOA), the professional association representing Ohio’s optometrists.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 129.

SB 129 seeks to create simple, common sense standards for the prior authorization process, thereby relieving unnecessary burdens placed on patients and their healthcare providers.  We frequently field complaints from member optometrists and their staff on the prior authorization process which creates an administrative burden on offices and takes time away from patient care.  The prior authorization process with each insurer is different causing provider offices to spend countless time determining what specific information is needed by which specific insurer on behalf of each patient.  

SB 129 will help alleviate these burdens and will make positive changes to the prior authorization process.  The bill would allow providers to obtain prior authorizations through a web-based system, create a standardized prior authorization form for use by providers and insurers, establish that prior authorization determinations are reliable and ensure a timely response for patients.  All of these provisions are positive steps to making the delivery of health care more streamlined and effective, allowing providers to focus on delivering quality care to their patients.     

However, the OOA respectfully requests the committee consider language amending the section of the bill related to the review of adverse prior authorization decisions.  Currently, this section requires review of an adverse decision be made by either a physician or nurse under the direction of the medical director of the health insuring corporation or by a panel of reviewers of “other appropriate” health care providers with at least one physician on the panel who is at least board certified or board eligible in the same specialty as the treatment under review.  The OOA strongly believes that in cases of review of prior authorization decisions submitted by an optometrist, an optometrist should be included in that review process.  This will help ensure an accurate review of the circumstances related to the prior authorization request for vision care services.  

Once again, on behalf of the OOA and its members, I thank you for allowing me to submit written testimony today in support of Senate Bill 129.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at kkerns@ooa.org or (614) 781-0708 should you have questions or require additional information.  
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