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Chairman Hottinger, Vice Chair Bacon, Raning Member Brown, and member of the Senate Insurance Committee, 

My name is Sean Mentel and I represent America’s Health Inusrance Plans (“AHIP”). Thank you for the opporuntity to provide opposition testimony on S.B. 129.

AHIP is the national trade association representing the health insurance industry. AHIP’s members provide health, dental, and supplemental benefits to more than 200 million Americans through employer-sponsored coverage, the individual insurance market, and public programs such as Medicare and Medicaid. AHIP’s members also offer a broad range of insurance products in the commercial marketplace and have shown a strong commitment to participation in public programs.

The introduced version of S.B. 129 includes many provisions that would impact the process of prior authorization.  Prior authorization is one of the many utilization management tools available to health insurers that allow plan members access to affordable, quality health care.  Implementation of a well designed, evidence-based prior authorization program optimizes patient outcomes by ensuring that patients receive the most appropriate care while reducing waste, error and unnecessary cost. Prior authorization is an essential tool that is used to ensure that benefits are administered as designed and that plan members receive the treatment that is safe, effective for their condition, and provides the greatest value.  

AHIP is opposed to the pending version of S.B. 129.  However, AHIP, along with OAHP and many individual member plans, have been working with the Sponsors and proponents of S.B. 129 to find consensus on a number of provisions in the bill.  We will continue working with the interested parties in reaching that consensus and respectfully request that we be able to testify again on a substitute bill. 
