
   
Ohio Senate 
16th District 

 

Jim Hughes 

              State Senator 
 

Senate Building 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

614-466-5981 
                 
 

 

 
 
 

Committees 
 
Financial Institutions – Chair 

Civil Justice 

Criminal Justice 

Finance 

Finance – Higher Education 

Subcommittee 

Insurance 

Rules and Reference 

State and Local Government 

 

 
Sponsor Testimony  

Senate Bill 159 

Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor Committee 

June 10, 2015 

 

Chairwoman Manning, Vice Chair Patton, Ranking Minority Member Cafaro, and members of the 

Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor Committee. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 

present to you Senate Bill 159.  

 

Some of my fondest memories growing up as a child in Franklin County were spending many 

long summer days playing baseball with my buddies on the hot, dusty baseball fields mimicking 

our favorite players such as Pete Rose, Johnny Bench, Buddy Bell, Dennis Eckersley or Tony 

Perez. However, for some of our youngest constituents, running around the bases and playing on 

the dirt fields is not possible as they have disabilities that prevent them from fully enjoying 

America’s Greatest Pastime. 

 

I am pleased to present to you Senate Bill 159 that if enacted, would create the “Grove City Dream 

Field Specialty License Plate.” This issue was brought to my attention as a result of the collaboration 



between Grove City and The Grove City Little League Board in an effort to bring the sport of 

baseball to every child, regardless of their physical abilities. The Grove City Little League Board 

(made up of past Grove City Little League players from the 1950s) has passionately taken on the 

mission of fundraising to create the only baseball field for children of all abilities for southern 

Franklin County. The field’s primary feature is a special rubberized, cushioned surface to 

accommodate children who require wheelchairs, crutches or walkers. One such field has already been 

built in the City of Dublin by the Miracle League of Central Ohio. 

 

The license plate fees that would be collected from the sale of these special license plates ($25 of 

which $15 is earmarked to go to the Dream Field Fund) will provide financial assistance to cover the 

annual field and equipment maintenance after the field is built. Grove City is providing the land and 

parking at Windsor Park to allow the field to be built upon the city owned baseball park that 

currently has eleven conventional diamonds. 

 

It has been personally rewarding for me to work with Grove City and the Grove City Little 

League Board to extend this opportunity for every child in our community, regardless of physical 

ability.  

 

Chairwoman Manning and members of the committee, thank you for your consideration of Senate 

Bill 159.  I ask for your favorable support of this legislation, which if enacted, will provide more 

local children with special needs the opportunity to play baseball.  

 


