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Thank you Honorable Chairwoman Manning, Vice Chair Patton, Ranking Minority Member
Cafaro and members of the Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor Committee for the
opportunity to speak this afternoon and thank you Honorable Senator Jim Hughes for sponsoring
this legislation.

My name is Richard L. “Tke” Stage, Mayor of Grove City, Ohio and I am here to speak in
favor of the Specialty License Plate legislation, “Baseball For All”.

A group of dedicated Grove City volunteers have a vision and a mission to build a
baseball “Dream Field” for children of all abilities. They raised more than $200,000 and
we held a ground breaking on June 12 on land provided by Grove City at Windsor Park,
our regionally recognized baseball facility. This field will be only the second such field
in Central Ohio and is made of a special rubberized surface designed for children who
require wheelchairs, walkers or crutches for mobility.

In September of last year, these fundraising volunteers hosted an inaugural and much
anticipated “Buddy Ball” game, bringing now an entire community’s vision to life. Kids
of all abilities playing organized baseball with the help of able-bodied “buddies”.

The volunteers learned from other operating “Dream Fields” around the country that the
cost of operating such a field after it is built approaches nearly $10,000 annually.

This is where the “Baseball for All” specialty plate with the picture of a “Dream Team”
player at bat comes into play. One hundred percent of the additional specialty plate
payment ($25 less $10 retained by the state = $15) will go to fund the Dream Field’s
annual maintenance. We submitted more than 600 petition signatures as an element of
the plate application and if approved a little more than 600 plate purchases will provide
the maintenance funds the “Dream Field” will need each year.

We are a community eager to support efforts to create opportunities for children of all
abilities throughout the region and all of Ohio to enjoy the thrill of playing organized
baseball.

Thank you all again for the opportunity to speak about this important legislation and I am
happy to respond to questions.
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