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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Patton, Ranking Minority Member Cafaro and members of the Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 261.  Senate Bill 261, if enacted, would designate a portion of Interstate 270 North as Lance Corporal Ryan E. Miller Highway.

Lance CPL Ryan E. Miller grew up in Gahanna, Ohio, attending, playing baseball for, and graduating from St. Francis DeSales High School in Columbus. He was a member of St. Matthew the Apostle Catholic Church. An enthusiastic fan of Ohio State athletics and the Minnesota Vikings, Ryan enlisted after graduating from high school in 2003, joining the Marines to serve his country in a time of war. In February of 2004, Ryan was deployed to serve a seven-month tour in Iraq. After returning home at the completion of his first tour in September 2004, he returned in July 2006 for another seven-month deployment. Two months after his second tour began, LCPL Miller made the ultimate sacrifice to his country. He died September 3, 2006 at age 21 while serving with Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines in Anbar Province, Iraq of injuries sustained from a roadside bomb.  

LCPL Miller is remembered by former teachers and classmates at St. Francis DeSales High School as a dedicated friend and exemplary student. He is survived by his parents, Ed and Mary Miller, along with his sister, Tara Martinez.  In his memory, his family established the Ryan E. Miller Memorial Scholarship Fund at St. Francis DeSales High School which is funded from the proceeds of an annual golf scramble that is now in its tenth year.  Each year, the fund gives $4000.00 to one girl and one boy. That fund is now the largest scholarship given at St. Francis DeSales High School. 

LCPL Miller’s legacy is that of a friend and a hero; his memory will live on in the people he left behind—those in his personal family, his DeSales family, and his Marine family. On behalf of the 3rd Senate District, we are grateful to him and to his family for the sacrifice made to our community, our state, and our country. 

Chairwoman Manning, and members of the Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 261. I am happy to answer any questions that the committee might have.
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