
Good	
  Morning	
  Chairman	
  Beagle	
  Ranking	
  Member	
  Williams	
  and	
  Members	
  of	
  the	
  Committee	
  
	
  
I’m	
  Pastor	
  Karen	
  Cook	
  from	
  the	
  Church	
  for	
  All	
  People.	
  Today	
  I’m	
  here	
  as	
  spokesperson	
  for	
  the	
  
Faith	
  Coalition	
  for	
  the	
  Common	
  Good.	
  
	
  
I’m	
  here	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  poverty	
  as	
  you	
  consider	
  the	
  Ohio	
  Department	
  of	
  Job	
  and	
  Family	
  Services	
  
Budget.	
  Last	
  year	
  HB	
  383	
  was	
  passed,	
  which	
  created	
  a	
  workgroup	
  to	
  Help	
  Individuals	
  Cease	
  
Relying	
  on	
  Public	
  Assistance.	
  
	
  
I	
  submit	
  to	
  you	
  today	
  that	
  in	
  a	
  state	
  with	
  a	
  16%	
  annualized	
  poverty	
  rate,	
  and	
  less	
  than	
  16,000	
  
adults	
  on	
  cash	
  assistance	
  statewide,	
  that	
  perhaps	
  a	
  better	
  question	
  is	
  how	
  do	
  we	
  move	
  people	
  
out	
  of	
  poverty	
  instead	
  of	
  removing	
  people	
  from	
  benefits	
  they	
  may	
  need	
  to	
  survive?	
  	
  The	
  fastest	
  
growing	
  job	
  sectors	
  in	
  Ohio	
  also	
  have	
  the	
  lowest	
  wages.	
  What	
  can	
  be	
  done	
  to	
  close	
  the	
  low	
  
wage	
  gap	
  for	
  the	
  tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  Ohioans	
  who	
  need	
  public	
  benefits	
  to	
  make	
  ends	
  meet?	
  A	
  
job	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  a	
  living	
  for	
  many	
  in	
  Ohio.	
  Sometimes	
  not	
  even	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  jobs	
  are	
  enough.	
  
	
  
In	
  Ohio	
  there	
  is	
  an	
  estimated	
  1.7	
  million	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  poor,	
  according	
  to	
  a	
  report	
  by	
  the	
  Ohio	
  
Development	
  Services	
  Agency.	
  	
  That	
  is	
  16	
  percent	
  of	
  our	
  population.	
  	
  
  
Take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  map	
  they	
  prepared	
  here.	
  	
  The	
  red	
  counties	
  are	
  20-­‐31%	
  county	
  population	
  in	
  
poverty.	
  	
  The	
  golden	
  counties	
  are	
  those	
  with	
  15.9	
  to	
  19.9	
  county	
  population	
  in	
  poverty.	
  	
  The	
  
report	
  also	
  found	
  27.8	
  percent	
  of	
  those	
  living	
  in	
  the	
  central	
  or	
  principal	
  cities	
  of	
  metro	
  areas	
  
were	
  poor.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
From	
  my	
  vantage	
  point	
  as	
  a	
  pastor	
  in	
  metro	
  Columbus	
  I	
  encounter	
  individuals	
  who	
  are	
  working	
  
hard	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  their	
  families	
  and	
  communities.	
  They	
  are	
  doing	
  all	
  they	
  can	
  to	
  provide	
  the	
  best	
  
future	
  for	
  their	
  children,	
  grandchildren,	
  nieces	
  and	
  nephews.	
  Yet,	
  everyday	
  they	
  fall	
  short.	
  
Every	
  day	
  countless	
  Ohioans	
  must	
  ask	
  not	
  what	
  will	
  I	
  have	
  for	
  dinner	
  but	
  will	
  I	
  have	
  dinner.	
  The	
  
issue	
  at	
  hand	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  management	
  but	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  money.	
  The	
  issue	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  resolve	
  
but	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  resources.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  duty	
  to	
  the	
  parent	
  who	
  must	
  put	
  their	
  child	
  to	
  bed	
  hungry.	
  
We	
  have	
  a	
  duty	
  to	
  the	
  individual	
  who	
  works	
  and	
  yet	
  is	
  still	
  not	
  able	
  to	
  provide	
  enough	
  to	
  cover	
  
the	
  basic	
  costs	
  of	
  living.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  ministries	
  that	
  take	
  place	
  on	
  the	
  South	
  Side	
  of	
  Columbus	
  are	
  geared	
  toward	
  helping	
  
families	
  and	
  individuals	
  to	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  nutritious	
  and	
  healthy	
  food,	
  affordable	
  and	
  safe	
  
housing,	
  access	
  to	
  high	
  quality	
  health	
  care	
  and	
  access	
  to	
  job.	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  becoming	
  
increasingly	
  difficult	
  to	
  keep	
  up	
  with	
  the	
  demand	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  walk	
  through	
  our	
  doors	
  every	
  
day.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  ask	
  for	
  your	
  support	
  of	
  $5.5	
  million	
  for	
  the	
  Ohio	
  Association	
  of	
  Foodbanks,	
  and	
  the	
  
TANF/Prevention,	
  Retention,	
  &	
  Contingency	
  program,	
  also	
  known	
  as	
  PRC.	
  Ohio’s PRC program 
is important because it provides work supports and other services to help people overcome 
immediate barriers to employment and help them get through crisis situations. PRC is funded 
through Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF). Assistance can include the purchase 



of necessities like work clothes, work boots, tools, safety equipment, bus tickets, or short- term 
educational expenses.  PRC can also be used for transportation, housing and utility assistance.  

But this vital resource has been reduced and even in its reduced form, and is not being uniformly 
administrated throughout the state.  

Our proposed PRC amendment calls for the program to be available in every county. In addition, 
local counties could not suspend the PRC program unless all funds earmarked for that purpose 
are exhausted.  

We appreciate your consideration of this important amendment. This direct cash assistance to 
people in poverty is vital, because it can mean the difference between work and no work, 
stability and insecurity, and hope and hopelessness. 

Thank you for your time. 
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