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A  B I L L

To amend sections 3501.01, 3503.14, 3503.16, 

3503.19, 3503.28, 3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 

3505.183, 3509.03, 3509.04, 3509.05, 3509.08, 

3511.02, 3511.05, 3511.09, 4507.50, and 4507.52 

of the Revised Code to revise the law concerning 

the identification an elector must provide in 

order to cast absent voter's ballots, to vote in 

person at a polling place, or to cast a 

provisional ballot.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3501.01, 3503.14, 3503.16, 

3503.19, 3503.28, 3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 

3509.03, 3509.04, 3509.05, 3509.08, 3511.02, 3511.05, 3511.09, 

4507.50, and 4507.52 of the Revised Code be amended to read as 

follows:

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code 

relating to elections and political communications: 

(A) "General election" means the election held on the 
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first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November.

(B) "Regular municipal election" means the election held 

on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each 

odd-numbered year.

(C) "Regular state election" means the election held on 

the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each 

even-numbered year.

(D) "Special election" means any election other than those 

elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special 

election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in February, May, August, or November, or on the day 

authorized by a particular municipal or county charter for the 

holding of a primary election, except that in any year in which 

a presidential primary election is held, no special election 

shall be held in February or May, except as authorized by a 

municipal or county charter, but may be held on the first 

Tuesday after the first Monday in March.

(E)(1) "Primary" or "primary election" means an election 

held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of 

political parties for election to offices, and for the purpose 

of electing persons as members of the controlling committees of 

political parties and as delegates and alternates to the 

conventions of political parties. Primary elections shall be 

held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each 

year except in years in which a presidential primary election is 

held.

(2) "Presidential primary election" means a primary 

election as defined by division (E)(1) of this section at which 

an election is held for the purpose of choosing delegates and 
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alternates to the national conventions of the major political 

parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless 

otherwise specified, presidential primary elections are included 

in references to primary elections. In years in which a 

presidential primary election is held, all primary elections 

shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 

March except as otherwise authorized by a municipal or county 

charter.

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters meeting 

the requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised 

Code for the formation and existence of a political party.

(1) "Major political party" means any political party 

organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for 

governor or nominees for presidential electors received not less 

than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at 

the most recent regular state election.

(2) "Minor political party" means any political party 

organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the 

following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

political party's candidate for governor or nominees for 

presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not 

less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office 

at the most recent regular state election. A political party 

that meets the requirements of this division remains a political 

party for a period of four years after meeting those 

requirements.

(b) The political party has filed with the secretary of 

state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of 
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division (F)(2)(a) of this section, a petition that meets the 

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor 

political party until the time of the first election for 

governor or president which occurs not less than twelve months 

subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election 

the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the 

office of governor or president.

(G) "Dominant party in a precinct" or "dominant political 

party in a precinct" means that political party whose candidate 

for election to the office of governor at the most recent 

regular state election at which a governor was elected received 

more votes than any other person received for election to that 

office in such precinct at such election.

(H) "Candidate" means any qualified person certified in 

accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement 

on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special 

election to be held in this state, or any qualified person who 

claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to 

being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a 

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

(I) "Independent candidate" means any candidate who claims 

not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has 

been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special 

election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and 

nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the 

Revised Code.

(J) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose name 

is required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to 
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be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates 

for judicial office, for member of any board of education, for 

municipal or township offices in which primary elections are not 

held for nominating candidates by political parties, and for 

offices of municipal corporations having charters that provide 

for separate ballots for elections for these offices.

(K) "Party candidate" means any candidate who claims to be 

a member of a political party and who has been certified to 

appear on the office-type ballot at a general or special 

election as the nominee of a political party because the 

candidate has won the primary election of the candidate's party 

for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated 

under section 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in 

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Code.

(L) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not 

limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a controlling 

committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a 

district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a 

precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political 

party.

(M) "Question or issue" means any question or issue 

certified in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on 

an official ballot at a general or special election to be held 

in this state.

(N) "Elector" or "qualified elector" means a person having 

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote.

(O) "Voter" means an elector who votes at an election.

(P) "Voting residence" means that place of residence of an 

elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector 
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may vote.

(Q) "Precinct" means a district within a county 

established by the board of elections of such county within 

which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein 

may vote at the same polling place.

(R) "Polling place" means that place provided for each 

precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such 

precinct may vote.

(S) "Board" or "board of elections" means the board of 

elections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of 

the Revised Code.

(T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, 

city, village, or school district.

(U) "Election officer" or "election official" means any of 

the following:

(1) Secretary of state;

(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the 

division of elections in the capacity of attorney, 

administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections 

administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor;

(3) Director of a board of elections;

(4) Deputy director of a board of elections;

(5) Member of a board of elections;

(6) Employees of a board of elections;

(7) Precinct election officials;

(8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a 
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temporary or part-time basis.

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a board 

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, 

informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who 

wishes to change the applicant's residence or name of the status 

of the application; the information necessary to complete or 

update the application, if any; and if the application is 

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent by a board 

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to 

a registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current 

address.

(X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the 

state that provides public assistance or that provides state-

funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to 

persons with disabilities and that is required by the National 

Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed 

and administered by the secretary of state for registering 

voters, or any other public or government office or agency that 

implements a program designed and administered by the secretary 

of state for registering voters, including the department of job 

and family services, the program administered under section 

3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the 

department of mental health and addiction services, the 

department of developmental disabilities, the opportunities for 

Ohioans with disabilities agency, and any other agency the 

secretary of state designates. "Designated agency" does not 

include public high schools and vocational schools, public 

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer.

(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the 
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"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42 

U.S.C.A. 1973gg.

(Z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights 

Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended.

(AA) "Photo identification" means a document that meets 

each of the following requirements:

(1) It shows contains the name of the individual to whom 

it was issued elector, which shall conform to the name in the 

poll list or signature pollbook.individual's voter registration 

record;

(2) It shows the current address of the individual to whom 

it was issued, which shall conform to the address in the poll 

list or signature pollbook, except for a driver's license or a 

state identification card issued under section 4507.50 of the 

Revised Code, which may show either the current or former 

address of the individual to whom it was issued, regardless of 

whether that address conforms to the address in the poll list or 

signature pollbook.

(3) It shows contains a photograph of the individual to 

whom it was issued.

(4) It includes an expiration date that has not passed.

(5) It was issued by the government of the United States 

or this state; 

(3) It is one of the following documents:

(a) An Ohio driver's license or Ohio commercial driver's 

license issued by the registrar of motor vehicles or a deputy 

registrar under Chapter 4507. of the Revised Code that shows the 

current or former address of the elector, regardless of whether 
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that address conforms to the address in the individual's voter 

registration record and regardless of whether the license is 

expired;

(b) A state identification card issued by the registrar of 

motor vehicles or a deputy registrar under section 4507.50 of 

the Revised Code that shows the current or former address of the 

elector, regardless of whether that address conforms to the 

address in the individual's voter registration record, and that 

is not expired or that expired after the date of the most recent 

general election;

(c) A United States military identification card that is 

not expired or that expired after the date of the most recent 

general election; or

(d) A United States passport that is not expired or that 

expired after the date of the most recent general election.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe 

the form and content of the registration, change of residence, 

and change of name forms used in this state. The forms shall 

meet the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 

1993 and shall include spaces for all of the following: 

(1) The voter's name;

(2) The voter's address;

(3) The current date;

(4) The voter's date of birth;

(5) The voter to provide one or more of the following:

(a) The voter's driver's license or state identification 

card number, if any;
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(b) The last four digits of the voter's social security 

number, if any;

(c) A copy of a current and valid photo identification, a 

copy of a military identification, or a copy of a current 

utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or 

other government document, other than a notice of voter 

registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the voter's name and 

address.

(6) The voter's signature.

The registration form shall include a space on which the 

person registering an applicant shall sign the person's name and 

provide the person's address and a space on which the person 

registering an applicant shall name the employer who is 

employing that person to register the applicant.

Except for forms prescribed by the secretary of state 

under section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of 

state shall permit boards of elections to produce forms that 

have subdivided spaces for each individual alphanumeric 

character of the information provided by the voter so as to 

accommodate the electronic reading and conversion of the voter's 

information to data and the subsequent electronic transfer of 

that data to the statewide voter registration database 

established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code.

(B) None of the following persons who are registering an 

applicant in the course of that official's or employee's normal 

duties shall sign the person's name, provide the person's 

address, or name the employer who is employing the person to 

register an applicant on a form prepared under this section:
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(1) An election official;

(2) A county treasurer;

(3) A deputy registrar of motor vehicles;

(4) An employee of a designated agency;

(5) An employee of a public high school;

(6) An employee of a public vocational school;

(7) An employee of a public library;

(8) An employee of the office of a county treasurer;

(9) An employee of the bureau of motor vehicles;

(10) An employee of a deputy registrar of motor vehicles;

(11) An employee of an election official.

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised 

Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own 

name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall be certified by 

the signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling 

out the form, who shall add the person's own signature. If an 

applicant is unable to make an "X," the applicant shall indicate 

in some manner that the applicant desires to register to vote or 

to change the applicant's name or residence. The person 

registering the applicant shall sign the form and attest that 

the applicant indicated that the applicant desired to register 

to vote or to change the applicant's name or residence.

(D) No registration, change of residence, or change of 

name form shall be rejected solely on the basis that a person 

registering an applicant failed to sign the person's name or 

failed to name the employer who is employing that person to 

register the applicant as required under division (A) of this 
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section.

(E) As used in this section, "registering an applicant" 

includes any effort, for compensation, to provide voter 

registration forms or to assist persons in completing or 

returning those forms.

Sec. 3503.16. (A) Whenever a registered elector changes 

the place of residence of that registered elector from one 

precinct to another within a county or from one county to 

another, or has a change of name, that registered elector shall 

report the change by delivering a change of residence or change 

of name form, whichever is appropriate, as prescribed by the 

secretary of state under section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to 

the state or local office of a designated agency, a public high 

school or vocational school, a public library, the office of the 

county treasurer, the office of the secretary of state, any 

office of the registrar or deputy registrar of motor vehicles, 

or any office of a board of elections in person or by a third 

person. Any voter registration, change of address, or change of 

name application, returned by mail, may be sent only to the 

secretary of state or the board of elections. 

A registered elector also may update the registration of 

that registered elector by filing a change of residence or 

change of name form on the day of a special, primary, or general 

election at the polling place in the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides or at the board of elections or at 

another site designated by the board.

(B)(1)(a) Any registered elector who moves within a 

precinct on or prior to the day of a general, primary, or 

special election and has not filed a notice of change of 

residence with the board of elections may vote in that election 
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by going to that registered elector's assigned polling place, 

completing and signing a notice of change of residence, showing 

identification in the form of a current and valid photo 

identification, a military identification, or a copy of a 

current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name and current 

address of the elector, and casting a ballot.

(b) Any registered elector who changes the name of that 

registered elector and remains within a precinct on or prior to 

the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not 

filed a notice of change of name with the board of elections may 

vote in that election by going to that registered elector's 

assigned polling place, completing and signing a notice of a 

change of name, and casting a provisional ballot under section 

3505.181 of the Revised Code. If the registered elector provides 

to the precinct election officials proof of a legal name change, 

such as a marriage license or court order that includes the 

elector's current and prior names, the elector may complete and 

sign a notice of change of name and cast a regular ballot.

(2) Any registered elector who moves from one precinct to 

another within a county or moves from one precinct to another 

and changes the name of that registered elector on or prior to 

the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not 

filed a notice of change of residence or change of name, 

whichever is appropriate, with the board of elections may vote 

in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following:

(a) Appears at anytime during regular business hours on or 
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after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which that 

registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is held on 

the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty-fifth day 

prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday prior to the 

election at the office of the board of elections, appears at any 

time during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the 

election at the office of the board of elections, or appears on 

the day of the election at either of the following locations:

(i) The polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides;

(ii) The office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections.

(b) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot 

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence 

or change of name, whichever is appropriate;

(c) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code at the polling place, at the office of the 

board of elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 

3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated another 

location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at 

that other location instead of the office of the board of 

elections, whichever is appropriate, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved or the name of that registered 

elector as changed, whichever is appropriate;

(d) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 
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falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector moved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate, 

on or prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional 

ballot at the polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides, at the office of the board of 

elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of 

the Revised Code the board has designated another location in 

the county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 

whichever is appropriate, and will not vote or attempt to vote 

at any other location for that particular election.

(C) Any registered elector who moves from one county to 

another county within the state on or prior to the day of a 

general, primary, or special election and has not registered to 

vote in the county to which that registered elector moved may 

vote in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following:

(1) Appears at any time during regular business hours on 

or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which 

that registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is 

held on the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty-

fifth day prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday 

prior to the election at the office of the board of elections 

or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the 

Revised Code the board has designated another location in the 

county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 

appears during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the 

election at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 
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registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, or appears on the day of 

the election at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections;

(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot 

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence;

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved;

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector has moved from one county to another county within the 

state on or prior to the day of the election, has voted at the 

office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C) 

of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated 

another location in the county at which registered electors may 

vote, at that other location instead of the office of the board 

of elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location for that particular election.

(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant 

to division (G) of this section shall not make written 

application for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the 
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Revised Code. Ballots cast pursuant to division (G) of this 

section shall be set aside in a special envelope and counted 

during the official canvass of votes in the manner provided for 

in sections 3505.32 and 3509.06 of the Revised Code insofar as 

that manner is applicable. The board shall examine the pollbooks 

to verify that no ballot was cast at the polls or by absent 

voter's ballots under Chapter 3509. or 3511. of the Revised Code 

by an elector who has voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant 

to division (G) of this section. Any ballot determined to be 

insufficient for any of the reasons stated above or stated in 

section 3509.07 of the Revised Code shall not be counted.

Subject to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised 

Code, a board of elections may lease or otherwise acquire a site 

different from the office of the board at which registered 

electors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C) of this 

section.

(E) Upon receiving a notice of change of residence or 

change of name, the board of elections shall immediately send 

the registrant an acknowledgment notice. If the change of 

residence or change of name notice is valid, the board shall 

update the voter's registration as appropriate. If that form is 

incomplete, the board shall inform the registrant in the 

acknowledgment notice specified in this division of the 

information necessary to complete or update that registrant's 

registration.

(F) Change of residence and change of name forms shall be 

available at each polling place, and when these forms are 

completed, noting changes of residence or name, as appropriate, 

they shall be filed with election officials at the polling 

place. Election officials shall return completed forms, together 
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with the pollbooks and tally sheets, to the board of elections.

The board of elections shall provide change of residence 

and change of name forms to the probate court and court of 

common pleas. The court shall provide the forms to any person 

eighteen years of age or older who has a change of name by order 

of the court or who applies for a marriage license. The court 

shall forward all completed forms to the board of elections 

within five days after receiving them.

(G) A registered elector who otherwise would qualify to 

vote under division (B) or (C) of this section but is unable to 

appear at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location, on account 

of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity, may vote 

on the day of the election if that registered elector does all 

of the following:

(1) Makes a written application that includes all of the 

information required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code 

to the appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or 

after the twenty-seventh day prior to the election in which the 

registered elector wishes to vote through noon of the Saturday 

prior to that election and requests that the absent voter's 

ballot be sent to the address to which the registered elector 

has moved if the registered elector has moved, or to the address 

of that registered elector who has not moved but has had a 

change of name;

(2) Declares that the registered elector has moved or had 

a change of name, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is 

qualified to vote under the circumstances described in division 
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(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that 

the registered elector is unable to appear at the board of 

elections because of personal illness, physical disability, or 

infirmity;

(3) Completes and returns along with the completed absent 

voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the 

address to which the registered elector has moved, or a notice 

of change of name, whichever is appropriate;

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that the registered elector 

has moved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before 

the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of 

personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity that 

prevented the registered elector from appearing at the board of 

elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location or by absent voter's ballot mailed to any other 

location or address for that particular election.

Sec. 3503.19. (A) Persons qualified to register or to 

change their registration because of a change of address or 

change of name may register or change their registration in 

person at any state or local office of a designated agency, at 

the office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, at a public high school or vocational school, at a 

public library, at the office of a county treasurer, or at a 

branch office established by the board of elections, or in 

person, through another person, or by mail at the office of the 

secretary of state or at the office of a board of elections. A 

registered elector may also change the elector's registration on 

election day at any polling place where the elector is eligible 

to vote, in the manner provided under section 3503.16 of the 
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Revised Code. 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, or the office of a county treasurer shall transmit any 

voter registration application or change of registration form 

that it receives to the board of elections of the county in 

which the state or local office is located, within five days 

after receiving the voter registration application or change of 

registration form.

An otherwise valid voter registration application that is 

returned to the appropriate office other than by mail must be 

received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, the office of a county treasurer, the office of the 

secretary of state, or the office of a board of elections no 

later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or 

general election for the person to qualify as an elector 

eligible to vote at that election. An otherwise valid 

registration application received after that day entitles the 

elector to vote at all subsequent elections.

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, or the office of a county treasurer shall date stamp a 

registration application or change of name or change of address 

form it receives using a date stamp that does not disclose the 

identity of the state or local office that receives the 

registration.

541

542

543

544

545

546

547

548

549

550

551

552

553

554

555

556

557

558

559

560

561

562

563

564

565

566

567

568

569

570



H. B. No. 189 Page 21 
As Introduced

Voter registration applications, if otherwise valid, that 

are returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or 

to the office of a board of elections must be postmarked no 

later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or 

general election in order for the person to qualify as an 

elector eligible to vote at that election. If an otherwise valid 

voter registration application that is returned by mail does not 

bear a postmark or a legible postmark, the registration shall be 

valid for that election if received by the office of the 

secretary of state or the office of a board of elections no 

later than twenty-five days preceding any special, primary, or 

general election.

(B)(1) Any person may apply in person, by telephone, by 

mail, or through another person for voter registration forms to 

the office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of 

elections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniformed 

services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 

1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration forms by 

electronic means to the office of the secretary of state or to 

the board of elections of the county in which the person's 

voting residence is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the 

Revised Code.

(2)(a) An applicant may return the applicant's completed 

registration form in person or by mail to any state or local 

office of a designated agency, to a public high school or 

vocational school, to a public library, to the office of a 

county treasurer, to the office of the secretary of state, or to 

the office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible 

to vote as a uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in 

accordance with 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6 also may return the 

applicant's completed voter registration form electronically to 
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the office of the secretary of state or to the board of 

elections of the county in which the person's voting residence 

is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(b) Subject to division (B)(2)(c) of this section, an 

applicant may return the applicant's completed registration form 

through another person to any board of elections or the office 

of the secretary of state.

(c) A person who receives compensation for registering a 

voter shall return any registration form entrusted to that 

person by an applicant to any board of elections or to the 

office of the secretary of state.

(d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary 

of state receives a registration form under division (B)(2)(b) 

or (c) of this section before the thirtieth day before an 

election, the board or the office of the secretary of state, as 

applicable, shall forward the registration to the board of 

elections of the county in which the applicant is seeking to 

register to vote within ten days after receiving the 

application. If a board of elections or the office of the 

secretary of state receives a registration form under division 

(B)(2)(b) or (c) of this section on or after the thirtieth day 

before an election, the board or the office of the secretary of 

state, as applicable, shall forward the registration to the 

board of elections of the county in which the applicant is 

seeking to register to vote within thirty days after that 

election.

(C)(1) A board of elections that receives a voter 

registration application and is satisfied as to the truth of the 

statements made in the registration form shall register the 

applicant not later than twenty business days after receiving 
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the application, unless that application is received during the 

thirty days immediately preceding the day of an election. The 

board shall promptly notify the applicant in writing of each of 

the following:

(a) The applicant's registration;

(b) The precinct in which the applicant is to vote;

(c) In bold type as follows:

"Voters must bring photo identification to the polls in 

order to verify identity. Identification may include a current 

and valid photo identification, a military identification, or a 

copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government 

check, paycheck, or other government document, other than this 

notification, that shows the voter's name and current address. 

Voters who do not provide one of these documents have a 

religious objection to being photographed will still be able to 

vote by casting a provisional ballot. Voters who do not have any 

of the above forms of identification, including a social 

security number, will still be able to vote by signing an 

affirmation swearing to the voter's identity  to that effect 

under penalty of election falsification and by casting a 

provisional ballot."

The notification shall be by nonforwardable mail. If the 

mail is returned to the board, it shall investigate and cause 

the notification to be delivered to the correct address.

(2) If, after investigating as required under division (C)

(1) of this section, the board is unable to verify the voter's 

correct address, it shall cause the voter's name in the official 

registration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to 

be marked to indicate that the voter's notification was returned 
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to the board.

At the first election at which a voter whose name has been 

so marked appears to vote, the voter shall be required to 

provide photo identification to the election officials and to 

vote by provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised 

Code. If the provisional ballot is counted pursuant to division 

(B)(3) of section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the board shall 

correct that voter's registration, if needed, and shall remove 

the indication that the voter's notification was returned from 

that voter's name on the official registration list and on the 

poll list or signature pollbook. If the provisional ballot is 

not counted pursuant to division (B)(4)(a)(i), (v), or (vi) of 

section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the voter's registration 

shall be canceled. The board shall notify the voter by United 

States mail of the cancellation.

(3) If a notice of the disposition of an otherwise valid 

registration application is sent by nonforwardable mail and is 

returned undelivered, the person shall be registered as provided 

in division (C)(2) of this section and sent a confirmation 

notice by forwardable mail. If the person fails to respond to 

the confirmation notice, update the person's registration, or 

vote by provisional ballot as provided in division (C)(2) of 

this section in any election during the period of two federal 

elections subsequent to the mailing of the confirmation notice, 

the person's registration shall be canceled.

Sec. 3503.28. (A) The secretary of state shall develop an 

information brochure regarding voter registration. The brochure 

shall include, but is not limited to, all of the following 

information: 

(1) The applicable deadlines for registering to vote or 
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for returning an applicant's completed registration form;

(2) The applicable deadline for returning an applicant's 

completed registration form if the person returning the form is 

being compensated for registering voters;

(3) The locations to which a person may return an 

applicant's completed registration form;

(4) The location to which a person who is compensated for 

registering voters may return an applicant's completed 

registration form;

(5) The registration and affirmation requirements 

applicable to persons who are compensated for registering voters 

under section 3503.29 of the Revised Code;

(6) A notice, which shall be written in bold type, stating 

as follows:

"Voters must bring photo identification to the polls in 

order to verify identity. Identification may include a current 

and valid photo identification, a military identification, or a 

copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government 

check, paycheck, or other government document, other than a 

voter registration notification sent by a board of elections, 

that shows the voter's name and current address. Voters who do 

not provide one of these documents have a religious objection to 

being photographed will still be able to vote by casting a 

provisional ballot. Voters who do not have any of the above 

forms of identification, including a social security number, 

will still be able to vote by signing an affirmation swearing to 

the voter's identity to that effect under penalty of election 

falsification and by casting a provisional ballot."

(B) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of this 
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section, a board of elections, designated agency, public high 

school, public vocational school, public library, office of a 

county treasurer, or deputy registrar of motor vehicles shall 

distribute a copy of the brochure developed under division (A) 

of this section to any person who requests more than two voter 

registration forms at one time.

(C)(1) The secretary of state shall provide the 

information required to be included in the brochure developed 

under division (A) of this section to any person who prints a 

voter registration form that is made available on a web site of 

the office of the secretary of state.

(2) If a board of elections operates and maintains a web 

site, the board shall provide the information required to be 

included in the brochure developed under division (A) of this 

section to any person who prints a voter registration form that 

is made available on that web site.

(D) A board of elections shall not be required to 

distribute a copy of a brochure under division (B) of this 

section to any of the following officials or employees who are 

requesting more than two voter registration forms at one time in 

the course of the official's or employee's normal duties:

(1) An election official;

(2) A county treasurer;

(3) A deputy registrar of motor vehicles;

(4) An employee of a designated agency;

(5) An employee of a public high school;

(6) An employee of a public vocational school;
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(7) An employee of a public library;

(8) An employee of the office of a county treasurer;

(9) An employee of the bureau of motor vehicles;

(10) An employee of a deputy registrar of motor vehicles;

(11) An employee of an election official.

(E) As used in this section, "registering voters" includes 

any effort, for compensation, to provide voter registration 

forms or to assist persons in completing or returning those 

forms.

Sec. 3505.18. (A)(1) When an elector appears in a polling 

place to vote, the elector shall announce to the precinct 

election officials the elector's full name and current address 

and provide proof of the elector's identity in the form of a 

current and valid photo identification, a military 

identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank 

statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document, other than a notice of voter registration mailed by a 

board of elections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, 

that shows the name and current address of the elector. 

(2) If an elector does not have or is unable to provide to 

the precinct election officials any of the forms of 

identification required under division (A)(1) of this section, 

the elector may cast a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 

of the Revised Code and do either of the following:

(a) Write the elector's driver's license or state 

identification card number or the last four digits of the 

elector's social security number on the provisional ballot 

envelope; or
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(b) Appear at the office of the board of elections not 

later than the seventh day after the day of the election and 

provide the identification required under division (A)(1) of 

this section, the elector's driver's license or state 

identification card number, or the last four digits of the 

elector's social security numberhas a religious objection to 

being photographed, the elector may execute an affirmation under 

penalty of election falsification to that effect. Upon signing 

the affirmation, the elector may cast a provisional ballot under 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state 

shall prescribe the form of the affirmation, which shall include 

spaces for all of the following:

(a) The elector's name;

(b) The elector's address;

(c) The current date;

(d) The elector's date of birth;

(e) The elector's signature; and

(f) A statement that the elector has a religious objection 

to being photographed.

(3) If an elector does not have or declines to provide 

photo identification to the precinct election officials but the 

elector does not have a religious objection to being 

photographed, the elector may cast a provisional ballot under 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

(B) After the elector has announced the elector's full 

name and current address and provided any of the forms of 

identification required under division (A)(1) of this section, 

the elector shall write confirm the elector's name and address 
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by signing the elector's name at the proper place in the poll 

list or signature pollbook provided for the purpose, except that 

if, for any reason, an elector is unable to write sign the 

elector's name and current address in the poll list or signature 

pollbook, the elector may make the elector's mark at the place 

intended for the elector's name, and a precinct election 

official shall write the name of the elector at the proper place 

on the poll list or signature pollbook following the elector's 

mark. The making of such a mark shall be attested by the 

precinct election official, who shall evidence the same by 

signing the precinct election official's name on the poll list 

or signature pollbook as a witness to the mark. Alternatively, 

if applicable, an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 

3501.382 of the Revised Code may sign the elector's signature in 

the poll list or signature pollbook in accordance with that 

section.

The elector's signature in the poll list or signature 

pollbook then shall be compared with the elector's signature on 

the elector's registration form or a digitized signature list as 

provided for in section 3503.13 of the Revised Code, and if, in 

the opinion of a majority of the precinct election officials, 

the signatures are the signatures of the same person, the 

election officials shall enter the date of the election on the 

registration form or shall record the date by other means 

prescribed by the secretary of state. The validity of an 

attorney in fact's signature on behalf of an elector shall be 

determined in accordance with section 3501.382 of the Revised 

Code.

If the right of the elector to vote is not then 

challenged, or, if being challenged, the elector establishes the 

elector's right to vote, the elector shall be allowed to proceed 
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to use the voting machine. If voting machines are not being used 

in that precinct, the precinct election official in charge of 

ballots shall then detach the next ballots to be issued to the 

elector from Stub B attached to each ballot, leaving Stub A 

attached to each ballot, hand the ballots to the elector, and 

call the elector's name and the stub number on each of the 

ballots. The precinct election official shall enter the stub 

numbers opposite the signature of the elector in the pollbook. 

The elector shall then retire to one of the voting compartments 

to mark the elector's ballots. No mark shall be made on any 

ballot which would in any way enable any person to identify the 

person who voted the ballot.

Sec. 3505.181. (A) All of the following individuals shall 

be permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an election: 

(1) An individual who declares that the individual is a 

registered voter in the precinct in which the individual desires 

to vote and that the individual is eligible to vote in an 

election, but the name of the individual does not appear on the 

official list of eligible voters for the precinct or an election 

official asserts that the individual is not eligible to vote;

(2) An individual who does not have or is unable declines 

to provide photo identification to the election officials any of 

the forms of identification required under division (A)(1) of 

section 3505.18 of the Revised Code;

(3) An individual whose who does not have photo 

identification because the individual has a religious objection 

to being photographed, and who has executed an affirmation as 

permitted under division (A)(2) of section 3505.18 of the 

Revised Code;

834

835

836

837

838

839

840

841

842

843

844

845

846

847

848

849

850

851

852

853

854

855

856

857

858

859

860

861

862



H. B. No. 189 Page 31 
As Introduced

(4) An individual whose name in the poll list or signature 

pollbook has been marked under section 3509.09 or 3511.13 of the 

Revised Code as having requested an absent voter's ballot or a 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot for that 

election and who appears to vote at the polling place;

(4) (5) An individual whose notification of registration 

has been returned undelivered to the board of elections and 

whose name in the official registration list and in the poll 

list or signature pollbook has been marked under division (C)(2) 

of section 3503.19 of the Revised Code;

(5) (6) An individual who has been successfully challenged 

under section 3505.20 or 3513.20 of the Revised Code or whose 

application or challenge hearing has been postponed until after 

the day of the election under division (D)(1) of section 3503.24 

of the Revised Code;

(6) (7) An individual who changes the individual's name 

and remains within the precinct without providing proof of that 

name change under division (B)(1)(b) of section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code, moves from one precinct to another within a 

county, moves from one precinct to another and changes the 

individual's name, or moves from one county to another within 

the state, and completes and signs the required forms and 

statements under division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code;

(7) (8) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of 

the precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Revised Code, 

is not that of the person who signed that name in the 

registration forms.

(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional 
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ballot under division (A) of this section shall be permitted to 

cast a provisional ballot as follows:

(1) An election official at the polling place shall notify 

the individual that the individual may cast a provisional ballot 

in that election.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (F) of this 

section, the individual shall complete and execute a written 

affirmation before an election official at the polling place 

stating that the individual is both of the following:

(a) A registered voter in the precinct in which the 

individual desires to vote;

(b) Eligible to vote in that election.

(3) An election official at the polling place shall 

transmit the ballot cast by the individual and the voter 

information contained in the written affirmation executed by the 

individual under division (B)(2) of this section to an 

appropriate local election official for verification under 

division (B)(4) of this section.

(4) If the appropriate local election official to whom the 

ballot or voter or address information is transmitted under 

division (B)(3) of this section determines that the individual 

is eligible to vote, the individual's provisional ballot shall 

be counted as a vote in that election.

(5)(a) At the time that an individual casts a provisional 

ballot, the appropriate local election official shall give the 

individual written information that states that any individual 

who casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under 

the system established under division (B)(5)(b) of this section 

whether the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, 
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the reason that the vote was not counted.

(b) The appropriate state or local election official shall 

establish a free access system, in the form of a toll-free 

telephone number, that any individual who casts a provisional 

ballot may access to discover whether the vote of that 

individual was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the 

reason that the vote was not counted. The free access system 

established under this division also shall provide to an 

individual whose provisional ballot was not counted information 

explaining how that individual may contact the board of 

elections to register to vote or to resolve problems with the 

individual's voter registration.

The appropriate state or local election official shall 

establish and maintain reasonable procedures necessary to 

protect the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal 

information collected, stored, or otherwise used by the free 

access system established under this division. The system shall 

permit an individual only to gain access to information about 

the individual's own provisional ballot.

(6) If, at the time that an individual casts a provisional 

ballot, the individual provides identification in the form of a 

current and valid may provide photo identification, a military 

identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank 

statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document, other than a notice of voter registration mailed by a 

board of elections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, 

that shows the individual's name and current address, or 

provides the individual's driver's license or number, state 

identification card number, or the last four digits of the 

individual's social security number, or execute an affirmation 
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that the individual has a religious objection to being 

photographed. If the individual provides identification or 

executes an affirmation, the individual shall record the type of 

that photo identification was provided or record the driver's 

license, state identification card, or social security number 

information or the fact that the affirmation was executed and 

include that information on the provisional ballot affirmation 

under division (B)(3) of this section.

(7) During the seven days after the day of an election, an 

individual who casts a provisional ballot because the individual 

does not have or is unable to provide to the election officials 

any of the required forms of identification or because the 

individual and who does not provide identification or execute an 

affirmation under division (B)(6) of this section or who has 

been successfully challenged under section 3505.20 of the 

Revised Code shall appear at the office of the board of 

elections and provide to the board any additional information 

necessary to determine the eligibility of the individual who 

cast the provisional ballot.

(a) For a provisional ballot cast by an individual who 

does not have or is unable to provide identification to the 

election officials any of the required forms of identification 

or execute an affirmation under division (B)(6) of this section 

to be eligible to be counted, the individual who cast that 

ballot, within seven days after the day of the election, shall 

do either of the following:

(i) Provide to the board of elections proof of the 

individual's identity in the form of a current and valid photo 

identification, a military identification, or a copy of a 

current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 
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paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the individual's name 

and current address; or

(ii) Provide to the board of elections the individual's 

driver's license or number, state identification card number, or 

the last four digits of the individual's social security 

number.;

(ii) Execute an   affirmation as permitted under division   

(A)(2) of section 3505.18 of the Revised Code, stating that the 

individual has a religious objection to being photographed.

(b) For a provisional ballot cast by an individual who has 

been successfully challenged under section 3505.20 of the 

Revised Code to be eligible to be counted, the individual who 

cast that ballot, within seven days after the day of that 

election, shall provide to the board of elections any 

identification or other documentation required to be provided by 

the applicable challenge questions asked of that individual 

under section 3505.20 of the Revised Code.

(C)(1) If an individual declares that the individual is 

eligible to vote in a precinct other than the precinct in which 

the individual desires to vote, or if, upon review of the 

precinct voting location guide using the residential street 

address provided by the individual, an election official at the 

precinct at which the individual desires to vote determines that 

the individual is not eligible to vote in that precinct, the 

election official shall direct the individual to the precinct 

and polling place in which the individual appears to be eligible 

to vote, explain that the individual may cast a provisional 

ballot at the current location but the ballot or a portion of 
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the ballot will not be counted if it is cast in the wrong 

precinct, and provide the telephone number of the board of 

elections in case the individual has additional questions.

(2) If the individual refuses to travel to the correct 

precinct or to the office of the board of elections to cast a 

ballot, the individual shall be permitted to vote a provisional 

ballot at that precinct in accordance with division (B) of this 

section. If the individual is in the correct polling location 

for the precinct in which the individual is registered and 

eligible to vote, the election official shall complete and sign, 

under penalty of election falsification, a form that includes 

all of the following, and attach the form to the individual's 

provisional ballot affirmation:

(a) The name or number of the individual's correct 

precinct;

(b) A statement that the election official instructed the 

individual to travel to the correct precinct to vote;

(c) A statement that the election official informed the 

individual that casting a provisional ballot in the wrong 

precinct would result in all or a portion of the votes on the 

ballot being rejected;

(d) The name or number of the precinct in which the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot; and

(e) The name of the polling location in which the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot.

(D) The appropriate local election official shall cause 

voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place 

on the day of each election.

1011

1012

1013

1014

1015

1016

1017

1018

1019

1020

1021

1022

1023

1024

1025

1026

1027

1028

1029

1030

1031

1032

1033

1034

1035

1036

1037

1038



H. B. No. 189 Page 37 
As Introduced

(E) As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and 

3505.183 of the Revised Code:

(1) "Precinct voting location guide" means either of the 

following:

(a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct 

precinct and polling place for either each specific residential 

street address in the county or the range of residential street 

addresses located in each neighborhood block in the county;

(b) Any other method that a board of elections creates 

that allows a precinct election official or any elector who is 

at a polling place in that county to determine the correct 

precinct and polling place of any qualified elector who resides 

in the county.

(2) "Voting information" means all of the following:

(a) A sample version of the ballot that will be used for 

that election;

(b) Information regarding the date of the election and the 

hours during which polling places will be open;

(c) Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a 

vote and how to cast a provisional ballot;

(d) Instructions for mail-in registrants and first-time 

voters under applicable federal and state laws;

(e) General information on voting rights under applicable 

federal and state laws, including information on the right of an 

individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how 

to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged 

to have been violated;
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(f) General information on federal and state laws 

regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud and 

misrepresentation.

(F) Nothing in this section or section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code is in derogation of section 3505.24 of the Revised 

Code, which permits a blind, disabled, or illiterate elector to 

receive assistance in the marking of the elector's ballot by two 

precinct election officials of different political parties. A 

blind, disabled, or illiterate elector may receive assistance in 

marking that elector's provisional ballot and in completing the 

required affirmation in the same manner as an elector may 

receive assistance on the day of an election under that section.

Sec. 3505.182. Each individual who casts a provisional 

ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute 

a written affirmation. The form of the written affirmation shall 

be printed upon the face of the provisional ballot envelope and 

shall be as follows: 

"Provisional Ballot Affirmation 

(A) Clearly print your full name: ...................

(B) Write your date of birth: .......................

(C)(1) Write your current address: ..................

.....................................................

(2) Have you moved without updating your voter 

registration?:

 Yes ......   No ......

If yes, write your former address: ..................

.....................................................
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Failure to provide your former address will not cause your 

provisional ballot to be rejected.

(D) Provide one of the following forms of identification:

(1) Write your full Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number: ........................

(2) Write the last four digits of your Social Security 

number: ...............

(3) If you did not write your full Ohio driver's license 

or state identification card number or the last four digits of 

your Social Security number, you must show one of the following 

forms of showed photo identification to the precinct election 

official, check the following box: . . . . . . . . . If you do 

not check one of the following boxes box affirming the type of 

that you showed photo identification you showed to the precinct 

election official, the board of elections will conclude that you 

did not show photo identification to your precinct election 

official and that you must show identification at the board of 

elections during the seven days after the election for your vote 

to be eligible to be counted.

...... A form of photo identification that was issued by 

the United States government or the State of Ohio, that contains 

your name and current address (or your former address if the 

identification is an Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card), and that has an expiration date that has 

not passed;

...... A military identification card; or

...... A current utility bill, bank statement, government 

check, paycheck, or other government document, other than a 

notice of voter registration mailed by a board of elections, 
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that contains your name and current address.

(4) If you executed an affirmation that you do not have a 

photo identification because you have a religious objection to 

being photographed, check the following box: . . . . . . . . .

If you fail to provide identification or execute an 

affirmation at this time, you must go to the board of elections 

on or before the seventh day following this election to provide 

a qualifying form of identification or execute an affirmation in 

order for this ballot to count.

(E) If your right to vote has been challenged, you must 

provide any required additional information to the board of 

elections on or before the seventh day following this election.

(F) Sign and date the following statement:

I solemnly swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the 

United States; that I will be at least 18 years of age at the 

time of the general election; that I have lived in this state 

for 30 days immediately preceding this election in which I am 

voting this ballot; that I am a registered voter in the precinct 

in which I am voting this provisional ballot; and that I am 

eligible to vote in the election in which I am voting this 

provisional ballot.

I understand that, if the information I provide on this 

provisional ballot affirmation is not fully completed and 

correct, if the board of elections determines that I am not 

registered to vote, a resident of this precinct, or eligible to 

vote in this election, or if the board of elections determines 

that I have already voted in this election, my provisional 

ballot will not be counted. I understand that, if I am not 

currently registered to vote or if I am not registered at my 
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current address or under my current name, this form will serve 

as an application to register to vote or update my registration 

for future elections, as long as I provide all of the 

information required to register to vote or update my 

registration. I further understand that knowingly providing 

false information is a violation of law and subjects me to 

possible criminal prosecution.

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, 

that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief.

............................

Signature of Voter

............................

Date

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A 

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

In addition to any information required to be included on 

the written affirmation, an individual casting a provisional 

ballot may provide additional information to the election 

official to assist the board of elections in determining the 

individual's eligibility to vote in that election, including the 

date and location at which the individual registered to vote, if 

known.

If the individual provided all of the information required 

under section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to register to vote or 

to update the individual's registration on the provisional 

ballot affirmation, the board of elections shall consider the 

individual's provisional ballot affirmation to also serve as a 
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notice of change of name, change of residence, or both, or as a 

voter registration form, as applicable, for that individual only 

for the purposes of future elections.

Sec. 3505.183. (A) When the ballot boxes are delivered to 

the board of elections from the precincts, the board shall 

separate the provisional ballot envelopes from the rest of the 

ballots. Teams of employees of the board consisting of one 

member of each major political party shall place the sealed 

provisional ballot envelopes in a secure location within the 

office of the board. The sealed provisional ballot envelopes 

shall remain in that secure location until the validity of those 

ballots is determined under division (B) of this section. While 

the provisional ballot is stored in that secure location, and 

prior to the counting of the provisional ballots, if the board 

receives information regarding the validity of a specific 

provisional ballot under division (B) of this section, the board 

may note, on the sealed provisional ballot envelope for that 

ballot, whether the ballot is valid and entitled to be counted. 

(B)(1) To determine whether a provisional ballot is valid 

and entitled to be counted, the board shall examine its records 

and determine whether the individual who cast the provisional 

ballot is registered and eligible to vote in the applicable 

election. The board shall examine the information contained in 

the written affirmation executed by the individual who cast the 

provisional ballot under division (B)(2) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. The following information shall be included in 

the written affirmation in order for the provisional ballot to 

be eligible to be counted:

(a) The individual's printed name, signature, date of 

birth, and current address;
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(b) A statement that the individual is a registered voter 

in the precinct in which the provisional ballot is being voted;

(c) A statement that the individual is eligible to vote in 

the election in which the provisional ballot is being voted.

(2) In addition to the information required to be included 

in an affirmation under division (B)(1) of this section, in 

determining whether a provisional ballot is valid and entitled 

to be counted, the board also shall examine any additional 

information for determining ballot validity provided by the 

provisional voter on the affirmation, provided by the 

provisional voter to an election official under section 3505.182 

of the Revised Code, or provided to the board of elections 

during the seven days after the day of the election under 

division (B)(7) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code, to 

assist the board in determining the individual's eligibility to 

vote.

(3) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and 

additional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this 

section and comparing the information required under division 

(B)(1) of this section with the elector's information in the 

statewide voter registration database, the board determines that 

all of the following apply, the provisional ballot envelope 

shall be opened, and the ballot shall be placed in a ballot box 

to be counted:

(a) The individual named on the affirmation is properly 

registered to vote.

(b) The individual named on the affirmation is eligible to 

cast a ballot in the precinct and for the election in which the 

individual cast the provisional ballot.
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(c) The individual provided all of the information 

required under division (B)(1) of this section in the 

affirmation that the individual executed at the time the 

individual cast the provisional ballot.

(d) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number or the elector's driver's license number or state 

identification card number are not different from the last four 

digits of the elector's social security number or the elector's 

driver's license number or state identification card number 

contained in the statewide voter registration database.

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

month and day of the elector's date of birth are not different 

from the day and month of the elector's date of birth contained 

in the statewide voter registration database.

This division does not apply to an elector's provisional 

ballot if either of the following is true:

(i) The elector's date of birth contained in the statewide 

voter registration database is January 1, 1800.

(ii) The board of elections has found, by a vote of at 

least three of its members, that the elector has met all other 

requirements of division (B)(3) of this section.

(f) The elector's current address is not different from 

the elector's address contained in the statewide voter 

registration database, unless the elector indicated that the 

elector is casting a provisional ballot because the elector has 

moved and has not submitted a notice of change of address, as 

described in division (A)(6) (7) of section 3505.181 of the 

Revised Code.

(g) If applicable, the individual provided any additional 
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information required under division (B)(7) of section 3505.181 

of the Revised Code within seven days after the day of the 

election.

(h) If applicable, the hearing conducted under division 

(B) of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code after the day of the 

election resulted in the individual's inclusion in the official 

registration list.

(4)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of 

this section, if, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation 

and additional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of 

this section and comparing the information required under 

division (B)(1) of this section with the elector's information 

in the statewide voter registration database, the board 

determines that any of the following applies, the provisional 

ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot shall not be 

counted:

(i) The individual named on the affirmation is not 

qualified or is not properly registered to vote.

(ii) The individual named on the affirmation is not 

eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in 

which the individual cast the provisional ballot.

(iii) The individual did not provide all of the 

information required under division (B)(1) of this section in 

the affirmation that the individual executed at the time the 

individual cast the provisional ballot.

(iv) The individual has already cast a ballot for the 

election in which the individual cast the provisional ballot.

(v) If applicable, the individual did not provide any 

additional information required under division (B)(7) of section 
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3505.181 of the Revised Code within seven days after the day of 

the election.

(vi) If applicable, the hearing conducted under division 

(B) of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code after the day of the 

election did not result in the individual's inclusion in the 

official registration list.

(vii) The individual failed to provide a current and valid 

photo identification, a military identification, a copy of a 

current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, with the voter's name and current 

address, the individual's driver's license or state 

identification card number, or the last four digits of the 

individual's social security number or to execute an affirmation 

under division (A)(2) of section 3505.18 or division (B) of 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

(viii) The last four digits of the elector's social 

security number or the elector's driver's license number or 

state identification card number are different from the last 

four digits of the elector's social security number or the 

elector's driver's license number or state identification card 

number contained in the statewide voter registration database.

(ix) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

month and day of the elector's date of birth are different from 

the day and month of the elector's date of birth contained in 

the statewide voter registration database.

This division does not apply to an elector's provisional 

ballot if either of the following is true:
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(I) The elector's date of birth contained in the statewide 

voter registration database is January 1, 1800.

(II) The board of elections has found, by a vote of at 

least three of its members, that the elector has met all of the 

requirements of division (B)(3) of this section, other than the 

requirements of division (B)(3)(e) of this section.

(x) The elector's current address is different from the 

elector's address contained in the statewide voter registration 

database, unless the elector indicated that the elector is 

casting a provisional ballot because the elector has moved and 

has not submitted a notice of change of address, as described in 

division (A)(6) (7) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

(b) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and 

additional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this 

section and comparing the information required under division 

(B)(1) of this section with the elector's information in the 

statewide voter registration database, the board is unable to 

determine either of the following, the provisional ballot 

envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot shall not be 

counted:

(i) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is 

qualified or properly registered to vote;

(ii) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is 

eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in 

which the individual cast the provisional ballot.

(C) For each provisional ballot rejected under division 

(B)(4) of this section, the board shall record the name of the 

provisional voter who cast the ballot, the identification number 

of the provisional ballot envelope, the names of the election 
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officials who determined the validity of that ballot, the date 

and time that the determination was made, and the reason that 

the ballot was not counted, unless the board has already 

recorded that information in another database.

(D)(1) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a 

precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible 

to vote, but in the correct polling location for the precinct in 

which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, and the 

election official failed to direct the individual to the correct 

precinct, the individual's ballot shall be remade under division 

(D)(2) of this section. The election official shall be deemed to 

have directed the individual to the correct precinct if the 

election official correctly completed the form described in 

division (C)(2) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

(2) A board of elections that remakes a provisional ballot 

under division (D)(1) of this section shall remake the 

provisional ballot on a ballot for the appropriate precinct to 

reflect the offices, questions, and issues for which the 

individual was eligible to cast a ballot and for which the 

individual attempted to cast a provisional ballot. The remade 

ballot shall be counted for each office, question, and issue for 

which the individual was eligible to vote.

(3) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a 

precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible 

to vote and in the incorrect polling location for the precinct 

in which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, the 

provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot 

shall not be counted.

(E) Provisional ballots that are rejected under division 

(B)(4) of this section shall not be counted but shall be 

1354

1355

1356

1357

1358

1359

1360

1361

1362

1363

1364

1365

1366

1367

1368

1369

1370

1371

1372

1373

1374

1375

1376

1377

1378

1379

1380

1381

1382

1383



H. B. No. 189 Page 49 
As Introduced

preserved in their provisional ballot envelopes unopened until 

the time provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the 

destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which 

ballots were provided, at which time they shall be destroyed.

(F) Provisional ballots that the board determines are 

eligible to be counted under division (B)(3) or (D) of this 

section shall be counted in the same manner as provided for 

other ballots under section 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No 

provisional ballots shall be counted in a particular county 

until the board determines the eligibility to be counted of all 

provisional ballots cast in that county under division (B) of 

this section for that election. Observers, as provided in 

section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, may be present at all times 

that the board is determining the eligibility of provisional 

ballots to be counted and counting those provisional ballots 

determined to be eligible. No person shall recklessly disclose 

the count or any portion of the count of provisional ballots in 

such a manner as to jeopardize the secrecy of any individual 

ballot.

(G)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (G)(2) of 

this section, nothing in this section shall prevent a board of 

elections from examining provisional ballot affirmations and 

additional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this 

section to determine the eligibility of provisional ballots to 

be counted during the ten days after the day of an election.

(2) A board of elections shall not examine the provisional 

ballot affirmation and additional information under divisions 

(B)(1) and (2) of this section of any provisional ballot cast by 

an individual who must provide additional information to the 

board of elections under division (B)(7) of section 3505.181 of 
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the Revised Code for the board to determine the individual's 

eligibility until the individual provides that information, 

until any hearing required to be conducted under section 3503.24 

of the Revised Code with regard to the provisional voter is 

held, or until the eleventh day after the day of the election, 

whichever is earlier.

Sec. 3509.03. Except as provided in division (B) of 

section 3509.08 of the Revised Code, any qualified elector 

desiring to vote absent voter's ballots at an election shall 

make written application for those ballots to the director of 

elections of the county in which the elector's voting residence 

is located. The application need not be in any particular form 

but shall contain all of the following: 

(A) The elector's name;

(B) The elector's signature;

(C) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote;

(D) The elector's date of birth;

(E) One of the following:

(1) The elector's driver's license number;photo 

identification, if the elector will be marking the absent 

voter's ballots in person at the office of the board of 

elections; or

(2) If the elector will not be marking the ballots in 

person at the office of the board, one of the following:

(a) The elector's driver's license or state identification 

card number;
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(b) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number;

(3) (c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo 

identification, a copy of a military identification, or a copy 

of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name and address of 

the elector.

(F) A statement identifying the election for which absent 

voter's ballots are requested;

(G) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector;

(H) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation;

(I) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the 

elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed.

Each application for absent voter's ballots shall be 

delivered to the director not earlier than the first day of 

January of the year of the elections for which the absent 

voter's ballots are requested or not earlier than ninety days 

before the day of the election at which the ballots are to be 

voted, whichever is earlier, and not later than twelve noon of 

the third day before the day of the election at which the 

ballots are to be voted, or not later than six p.m. on the last 

Friday before the day of the election at which the ballots are 

to be voted if the application is delivered in person to the 

office of the board.

A board of elections that mails an absent voter's ballot 
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application to an elector under this section shall not prepay 

the return postage for that application.

Except as otherwise provided in this section and in 

sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election 

official shall not fill out any portion of an application for 

absent voter's ballots on behalf of an applicant. The secretary 

of state or a board of elections may preprint only an 

applicant's name and address on an application for absent 

voter's ballots before mailing that application to the 

applicant.

Sec. 3509.04. (A) If a director of a board of elections 

receives an application for absent voter's ballots that does not 

contain all of the required information, the director promptly 

shall notify the applicant of the additional information 

required to be provided by the applicant to complete that 

application. 

(B) Upon receipt by the director of elections of an 

application for absent voter's ballots that contains all of the 

required information, as provided by section 3509.03 and 

division (G) of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code, the 

director, if the director finds that the applicant is a 

qualified elector, shall deliver to the applicant in person or 

mail directly to the applicant by special delivery mail, air 

mail, or regular mail, postage prepaid, proper absent voter's 

ballots. The director shall deliver or mail with the ballots an 

unsealed identification envelope upon the face of which shall be 

printed a form substantially as follows:

"Identification Envelope Statement of Voter 

I, ........................(Name of voter), declare under 
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penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or 

ballots contained no voting marks of any kind when I received 

them, and I caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed 

in the identification envelope, and sealed in that envelope.

My voting residence in Ohio is

................................................................

(Street and Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) 

of ................................ (City, Village, or Township) 

Ohio, which is in Ward ............... Precinct ................ 

in that city, village, or township. 

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envelope 

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Ballots contained within this envelope are to be voted at 

the .......... (general, special, or primary) election to be 

held on the .......................... day 

of ......................, ....

My date of birth is ............... (Month and 

Day), .......... (Year).

(Voter must provide 

.... If I am marking these ballots in person at the office 

of the board of elections, I have provided photo identification 

to the election officials.

..... If I am marking these ballots other than in person 

at the office of the board, I have provided     one of the 

following:)

My driver's license or state identification card number is 

............... (Driver's license or state identification card 
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number).

The last four digits of my Social Security Number 

are ............... (Last four digits of Social Security 

Number).

...... In lieu of providing a driver's license or state 

identification card number or the last four digits of my Social 

Security Number, I am enclosing a copy of one of the following 

in the return envelope in which this identification envelope 

will be mailed: a current and valid photo identification, a 

military identification, or a current utility bill, bank 

statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document, other than a notice of voter registration mailed by a 

board of elections, that shows my name and addressin the return 

envelope in which this identification envelope will be mailed.

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, 

that the statements above are true, as I verily believe.

.........................

 (Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF 

THE FIFTH DEGREE." 

The director shall mail with the ballots and the unsealed 

identification envelope an unsealed return envelope upon the 

face of which shall be printed the official title and post-

office address of the director. In the upper left corner on the 

face of the return envelope, several blank lines shall be 

printed upon which the voter may write the voter's name and 

return address. The return envelope shall be of such size that 

the identification envelope can be conveniently placed within it 

for returning the identification envelope to the director.
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A board of elections that mails or otherwise delivers 

absent voter's ballots to an elector under this section shall 

not prepay the return postage for those ballots.

Except as otherwise provided in this section and in 

sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election 

official shall not fill out any portion of an identification 

envelope statement of voter or an absent voter's ballot on 

behalf of an elector. A board of elections may preprint only an 

elector's name and address on an identification envelope 

statement of voter before mailing absent voter's ballots to the 

elector.

Sec. 3509.05. (A) When an elector receives an absent 

voter's ballot pursuant to the elector's application or request, 

the elector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note 

whether there are any voting marks on it. If there are any 

voting marks, the ballot shall be returned immediately to the 

board of elections; otherwise, the elector shall cause the 

ballot to be marked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and 

the indorsements and facsimile signatures of the members of the 

board of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and 

sealed within the identification envelope received from the 

director of elections for that purpose. Then, the elector shall 

cause the statement of voter on the outside of the 

identification envelope to be completed and signed, under 

penalty of election falsification. 

If the elector does not is marking the absent voter's 

ballots in person at the office of the board of elections, the 

elector shall provide photo identification to the election 

officials, or the elector may execute an affirmation under 

division (A)(2) of section 3505.18 of the Revised Code stating 
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that the elector has a religious objection to being photographed 

and cast a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the 

Revised Code. If the elector is not marking the absent voter's 

ballots in person at the office of the board, the elector shall 

provide the elector's driver's license or state identification 

card number or the last four digits of the elector's social 

security number on the statement of voter on the identification 

envelope, the elector also or shall include in the return 

envelope with the identification envelope a copy of the 

elector's current valid photo identification, a copy of a 

military identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, 

bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document, other than a notice of voter registration mailed by a 

board of elections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, 

that shows the name and address of the elector.

The elector shall mail the identification envelope to the 

director from whom it was received in the return envelope, 

postage prepaid, or the elector may personally deliver it to the 

director, or the spouse of the elector, the father, mother, 

father-in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother, 

or sister of the whole or half blood, or the son, daughter, 

adopting parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle, 

aunt, nephew, or niece of the elector may deliver it to the 

director. The return envelope shall be transmitted to the 

director in no other manner, except as provided in section 

3509.08 of the Revised Code.

When absent voter's ballots are delivered to an elector at 

the office of the board, the elector may retire to a voting 

compartment provided by the board and there mark the ballots. 

Thereupon, the elector shall fold them, place them in the 

identification envelope provided, seal the envelope, fill in and 

1585

1586

1587

1588

1589

1590

1591

1592

1593

1594

1595

1596

1597

1598

1599

1600

1601

1602

1603

1604

1605

1606

1607

1608

1609

1610

1611

1612

1613

1614

1615



H. B. No. 189 Page 57 
As Introduced

sign the statement on the envelope under penalty of election 

falsification, and deliver the envelope to the director of the 

board.

Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this 

section, all other envelopes containing marked absent voter's 

ballots shall be delivered to the director not later than the 

close of the polls on the day of an election. Absent voter's 

ballots delivered to the director later than the times specified 

shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board in the 

sealed identification envelopes in which they are delivered to 

the director, until the time provided by section 3505.31 of the 

Revised Code for the destruction of all other ballots used at 

the election for which ballots were provided, at which time they 

shall be destroyed.

(B)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of 

this section, any return envelope that is postmarked prior to 

the day of the election shall be delivered to the director prior 

to the eleventh day after the election. Ballots delivered in 

envelopes postmarked prior to the day of the election that are 

received after the close of the polls on election day through 

the tenth day thereafter shall be counted on the eleventh day at 

the board of elections in the manner provided in divisions (C) 

and (D) of section 3509.06 of the Revised Code. Any such ballots 

that are received by the director later than the tenth day 

following the election shall not be counted, but shall be kept 

by the board in the sealed identification envelopes as provided 

in division (A) of this section.

(2) Division (B)(1) of this section shall not apply to any 

mail that is postmarked using a postage evidencing system, 

including a postage meter, as defined in 39 C.F.R. 501.1.
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Sec. 3509.08. (A) Any qualified elector, who, on account 

of the elector's own personal illness, physical disability, or 

infirmity, or on account of the elector's confinement in a jail 

or workhouse under sentence for a misdemeanor or awaiting trial 

on a felony or misdemeanor, will be unable to travel from the 

elector's home or place of confinement to the voting booth in 

the elector's precinct on the day of any general, special, or 

primary election may make application in writing for an absent 

voter's ballot to the director of the board of elections of the 

elector's county. The application shall include all of the 

information required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code 

and shall state the nature of the elector's illness, physical 

disability, or infirmity, or the fact that the elector is 

confined in a jail or workhouse and the elector's resultant 

inability to travel to the election booth in the elector's 

precinct on election day. The application shall not be valid if 

it is delivered to the director before the ninetieth day or 

after twelve noon of the third day before the day of the 

election at which the ballot is to be voted. 

The absent voter's ballot may be mailed directly to the 

applicant at the applicant's voting residence or place of 

confinement as stated in the applicant's application, or the 

board may designate two board employees belonging to the two 

major political parties for the purpose of delivering the ballot 

to the disabled or confined elector and returning it to the 

board, unless the applicant is confined to a public or private 

institution within the county, in which case the board shall 

designate two board employees belonging to the two major 

political parties for the purpose of delivering the ballot to 

the disabled or confined elector and returning it to the board. 

In all other instances, the ballot shall be returned to the 
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office of the board in the manner prescribed in section 3509.05 

of the Revised Code.

Any disabled or confined elector who declares to the two 

board employees belonging to the two major political parties 

that the elector is unable to mark the elector's ballot by 

reason of physical infirmity that is apparent to the employees 

to be sufficient to incapacitate the voter from marking the 

elector's ballot properly, may receive, upon request, the 

assistance of the employees in marking the elector's ballot, and 

they shall thereafter give no information in regard to this 

matter. Such assistance shall not be rendered for any other 

cause.

When two board employees belonging to the two major 

political parties deliver a ballot to a disabled or confined 

elector, each of the employees shall be present when the ballot 

is delivered, when assistance is given, and when the ballot is 

returned to the office of the board, and shall subscribe to the 

declaration on the identification envelope.

The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of 

application for absent voter's ballots under this division.

This chapter applies to disabled and confined absent 

voter's ballots except as otherwise provided in this section.

(B)(1) Any qualified elector who is unable to travel to 

the voting booth in the elector's precinct on the day of any 

general, special, or primary election may apply to the director 

of the board of elections of the county where the elector is a 

qualified elector to vote in the election by absent voter's 

ballot if either of the following apply:

(a) The elector is confined in a hospital as a result of 
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an accident or unforeseeable medical emergency occurring before 

the election;

(b) The elector's minor child is confined in a hospital as 

a result of an accident or unforeseeable medical emergency 

occurring before the election.

(2) The application authorized under division (B)(1) of 

this section shall be made in writing, shall include all of the 

information required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code, 

and shall be delivered to the director not later than three p.m. 

on the day of the election. The application shall indicate the 

hospital where the applicant or the applicant's child is 

confined, the date of the applicant's or the applicant's child's 

admission to the hospital, and the offices for which the 

applicant is qualified to vote. The applicant may also request 

that a member of the applicant's family, as listed in section 

3509.05 of the Revised Code, deliver the absent voter's ballot 

to the applicant. The director, after establishing to the 

director's satisfaction the validity of the circumstances 

claimed by the applicant, shall supply an absent voter's ballot 

to be delivered to the applicant. When the applicant or the 

applicant's child is in a hospital in the county where the 

applicant is a qualified elector and no request is made for a 

member of the family to deliver the ballot, the director shall 

arrange for the delivery of an absent voter's ballot to the 

applicant, and for its return to the office of the board, by two 

board employees belonging to the two major political parties 

according to the procedures prescribed in division (A) of this 

section. When the applicant or the applicant's child is in a 

hospital outside the county where the applicant is a qualified 

elector and no request is made for a member of the family to 

deliver the ballot, the director shall arrange for the delivery 
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of an absent voter's ballot to the applicant by mail, and the 

ballot shall be returned to the office of the board in the 

manner prescribed in section 3509.05 of the Revised Code.

(3) Any qualified elector who is eligible to vote under 

division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code but 

is unable to do so because of the circumstances described in 

division (B)(2) of this section may vote in accordance with 

division (B)(1) of this section if that qualified elector states 

in the application for absent voter's ballots that that 

qualified elector moved or had a change of name under the 

circumstances described in division (B) or (C) of section 

3503.16 of the Revised Code and if that qualified elector 

complies with divisions (G)(1) to (4) of section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code.

(C) Any qualified elector described in division (A) or (B)

(1) of this section who needs no assistance to vote or to return 

absent voter's ballots to the board of elections may apply for 

absent voter's ballots under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code 

instead of applying for them under this section.

(D) Any qualified elector described in division (A) or (B)

(1) of this section to whom ballots are delivered by two 

employees of the board of elections or who votes with the 

assistance of two employees of the board of elections shall be 

considered to have cast absent voter's ballots by mail, rather 

than in person, for the purpose of the laws governing voter 

identification. Such an elector may provide any of the types of 

identification acceptable for mail-in absent voter's ballots to 

the election officials at the time the ballots are delivered to 

the elector or at the time the election officials assist the 

elector in marking the ballot, as the case may be.
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Sec. 3511.02. Notwithstanding any section of the Revised 

Code to the contrary, whenever any person applies for 

registration as a voter on a form adopted in accordance with 

federal regulations relating to the "Uniformed and Overseas 

Citizens Absentee Voting Act," 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973ff 

(1986), this application shall be sufficient for voter 

registration and as a request for an absent voter's ballot. 

Uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots may be 

obtained by any person meeting the requirements of section 

3511.011 of the Revised Code by applying electronically to the 

secretary of state or to the board of elections of the county in 

which the person's voting residence is located in accordance 

with section 3511.021 of the Revised Code or by applying to the 

director of the board of elections of the county in which the 

person's voting residence is located, in one of the following 

ways: 

(A) That person may make written application for those 

ballots. The person may personally deliver the application to 

the director or may mail it, send it by facsimile machine, send 

it by electronic mail, send it through internet delivery if such 

delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary 

of state, or otherwise send it to the director. The application 

need not be in any particular form but shall contain all of the 

following information:

(1) The elector's name;

(2) The elector's signature;

(3) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote;

(4) The elector's date of birth;
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(5) One of the following:

(a) The elector's driver's license number; photo 

identification, if the elector will be marking absent voter's 

ballots in person at the office of the board of elections; or

(b) If the elector will not be marking the ballots in 

person at the office of the board, one of the following:

(i) The elector's driver license or state identification 

card number;

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number;

(c) (iii) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo 

identification, a copy of a military identification, or a copy 

of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name and address of 

the elector.

(6) A statement identifying the election for which absent 

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector;

(8) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-

6;

(9) A statement of the elector's length of residence in 

the state immediately preceding the commencement of service, 

immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the 

service member, or immediately preceding leaving the United 
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States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 

guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 

residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, whichever is applicable;

(10) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation;

(11) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the 

elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed;

(12) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 

elector by facsimile machine, the telephone number to which they 

shall be so sent;

(13) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 

elector by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of 

elections or the secretary of state, through internet delivery, 

the elector's electronic mail address or other internet contact 

information.

(B) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division 

(C) of this section may use a single federal post card 

application to apply for uniformed services or overseas absent 

voter's ballots for use at the primary and general elections in 

a given year and any special election to be held on the day in 

that year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the 

Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, designated 

by the general assembly for the purpose of submitting 

constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly to 

the voters of the state. A single federal postcard application 

shall be processed by the board of elections pursuant to section 

3511.04 of the Revised Code the same as if the voter had applied 

separately for uniformed services or overseas absent voter's 
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ballots for each election.

(C) Application to have uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsimile machine to 

such a person may be made by the spouse, father, mother, father-

in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother or 

sister of the whole blood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting 

parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law, 

son-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The 

application shall be in writing upon a blank form furnished only 

by the director or on a single federal post card as provided in 

division (B) of this section. The form of the application shall 

be prescribed by the secretary of state. The director shall 

furnish that blank form to any of the relatives specified in 

this division desiring to make the application, only upon the 

request of such a relative made in person at the office of the 

board or upon the written request of such a relative mailed to 

the office of the board. The application, subscribed and sworn 

to by the applicant, shall contain all of the following:

(1) The full name of the elector for whom ballots are 

requested;

(2) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-

6;

(3) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote;

(4) A statement identifying the elector's length of 

residence in the state immediately preceding the commencement of 

service, immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or 

near a service member, or immediately preceding leaving the 
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United States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 

guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 

residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, as the case may be;

(5) The elector's date of birth;

(6) One of the following:

(a) The elector's driver's license or state identification 

card number;

(b) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo 

identification, a copy of a military identification, or a copy 

of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name and address of 

the elector.

(7) A statement identifying the election for which absent 

voter's ballots are requested;

(8) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector;

(9) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation;

(10) A statement that the applicant bears a relationship 

to the elector as specified in division (C) of this section;

(11) The address to which ballots shall be mailed, the 

telephone number to which ballots shall be sent by facsimile 
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machine, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be 

sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by 

the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet 

contact information to which ballots shall be sent through 

internet delivery;

(12) The signature and address of the person making the 

application.

Each application for uniformed services or overseas absent 

voter's ballots shall be delivered to the director not earlier 

than the first day of January of the year of the elections for 

which the uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots 

are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the day of 

the election at which the ballots are to be voted, whichever is 

earlier, and not later than twelve noon of the third day 

preceding the day of the election, or not later than six p.m. on 

the last Friday before the day of the election at which those 

ballots are to be voted if the application is delivered in 

person to the office of the board.

(D) If the voter for whom the application is made is 

entitled to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors 

only, the applicant shall submit to the director in addition to 

the requirements of divisions (A), (B), and (C) of this section, 

a statement to the effect that the voter is qualified to vote 

for presidential and vice-presidential electors and for no other 

offices.

(E) A board of elections that mails a federal post card 

application or other absent voter's ballot application to an 

elector under this section shall not prepay the return postage 

for that application.
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(F) Except as otherwise provided in this section and in 

sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election 

official shall not fill out any portion of a federal post card 

application or other application for absent voter's ballots on 

behalf of an applicant. The secretary of state or a board of 

elections may preprint only an applicant's name and address on a 

federal post card application or other application for absent 

voter's ballots before mailing that application to the 

applicant.

Sec. 3511.05. (A) The director of the board of elections 

shall place uniformed services or overseas absent voter's 

ballots sent by mail in an unsealed identification envelope, 

gummed ready for sealing. The director shall include with 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots sent 

electronically, including by facsimile machine, an instruction 

sheet for preparing a gummed envelope in which the ballots shall 

be returned. The envelope for returning ballots sent by either 

means shall have printed or written on its face a form 

substantially as follows: 

"Identification Envelope Statement of Voter 

I, ........................(Name of voter), declare under 

penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or 

ballots contained no voting marks of any kind when I received 

them, and I caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed 

in the identification envelope, and sealed in that envelope.

My voting residence in Ohio is

................................................................ 

(Street and Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) 

of ................................ (City, Village, or Township) 
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Ohio, which is in Ward ............... Precinct ................ 

in that city, village, or township. 

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envelope 

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Ballots contained within this envelope are to be voted at 

the .......... (general, special, or primary) election to be 

held on the .......................... day 

of ......................, ....

My date of birth is ............... (Month and 

Day), .......... (Year).

(Voter must provide ..... If I am marking these ballots in 

person at the office of the board of elections, I have provided 

photo identification to the election officials.

..... If I am marking these ballots other than in person 

at the office of the board, I have provided one of the 

following:)

My driver's license or state identification card number is 

............... (Driver's license or state identification card 

number).

The last four digits of my Social Security Number 

are ............... (Last four digits of Social Security 

Number).

...... In lieu of providing a driver's license or state 

identification card number or the last four digits of my Social 

Security Number, I am enclosing a copy of one of the following a 

photo identification in the return envelope in which this 

identification envelope will be mailed: a current and valid 

photo identification, a military identification, or a current 
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utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or 

other government document, other than a notice of voter 

registration mailed by a board of elections, that shows my name 

and address.

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, 

that the statements above are true, as I verily believe.

........................

(Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF 

THE FIFTH DEGREE." 

(B) The director shall also mail with the ballots and the 

unsealed identification envelope sent by mail an unsealed return 

envelope, gummed, ready for sealing, for use by the voter in 

returning the voter's marked ballots to the director. The 

director shall send with the ballots and the instruction sheet 

for preparing a gummed envelope sent electronically, including 

by facsimile machine, an instruction sheet for preparing a 

second gummed envelope as described in this division, for use by 

the voter in returning that voter's marked ballots to the 

director. The return envelope shall have two parallel lines, 

each one quarter of an inch in width, printed across its face 

paralleling the top, with an intervening space of one quarter of 

an inch between such lines. The top line shall be one and one-

quarter inches from the top of the envelope. Between the 

parallel lines shall be printed: "OFFICIAL ELECTION UNIFORMED 

SERVICES OR OVERSEAS ABSENT VOTER'S BALLOTS -- VIA AIR MAIL." 

Three blank lines shall be printed in the upper left corner on 

the face of the envelope for the use by the voter in placing the 

voter's complete military, naval, or mailing address on these 

lines, and beneath these lines there shall be printed a box 
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beside the words "check if out-of-country." The voter shall 

check this box if the voter will be outside the United States on 

the day of the election. The official title and the post-office 

address of the director to whom the envelope shall be returned 

shall be printed on the face of such envelope in the lower right 

portion below the bottom parallel line.

(C) On the back of each identification envelope and each 

return envelope shall be printed the following:

"Instructions to voter: 

If the flap on this envelope is so firmly stuck to the 

back of the envelope when received by you as to require forcible 

opening in order to use it, open the envelope in the manner 

least injurious to it, and, after marking your ballots and 

enclosing same in the envelope for mailing them to the director 

of the board of elections, reclose the envelope in the most 

practicable way, by sealing or otherwise, and sign the blank 

form printed below.

The flap on this envelope was firmly stuck to the back of 

the envelope when received, and required forced opening before 

sealing and mailing.

........................

(Signature of voter)"

(D) Division (C) of this section does not apply when 

absent voter's ballots are sent electronically, including by 

facsimile machine.

(E) Except as otherwise provided in this division and in 

sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election 

official shall not fill out any portion of an identification 

envelope statement of voter or an absent voter's ballot on 
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behalf of an elector. A board of elections may preprint only an 

elector's name and address on an identification envelope 

statement of voter before mailing or electronically transmitting 

absent voter's ballots to the elector.

Sec. 3511.09. Upon receiving uniformed services or 

overseas absent voter's ballots, the elector shall cause the 

questions on the face of the identification envelope to be 

answered, and, by writing the elector's usual signature in the 

proper place on the identification envelope, the elector shall 

declare under penalty of election falsification that the answers 

to those questions are true and correct to the best of the 

elector's knowledge and belief. Then, the elector shall note 

whether there are any voting marks on the ballot. If there are 

any voting marks, the ballot shall be returned immediately to 

the board of elections; otherwise, the elector shall cause the 

ballot to be marked, folded separately so as to conceal the 

markings on it, deposited in the identification envelope, and 

securely sealed in the identification envelope. The elector then 

shall cause the identification envelope to be placed within the 

return envelope, sealed in the return envelope, and mailed to 

the director of the board of elections to whom it is addressed. 

The ballot shall be submitted for mailing not later than 12:01 

a.m. at the place where the voter completes the ballot, on the 

date of the election. If 

If     the elector does not is marking the absent voter's 

ballots in person at the office of the board of elections, the 

elector shall provide photo identification to the election 

officials, or the elector may execute an affirmation under 

division (A)(2) of section 3505.18 of the Revised Code stating 

that the elector has a religious objection to being photographed 

and cast a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the 
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Revised Code. If the elector is not marking the absent voter's 

ballots in person at the office of the board, the elector shall 

provide the elector's driver's license or state identification 

card number or the last four digits of the elector's social 

security number on the statement of voter on the identification 

envelope, the elector also or shall include a copy of the 

elector's photo identification in the return envelope with the 

identification envelope a copy of the elector's current valid 

photo identification, a copy of a military identification, or a 

copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government 

check, paycheck, or other government document, other than a 

notice of voter registration mailed by a board of elections 

under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name 

and address of the elector. Each 

Each     elector who will be outside the United States on the 

day of the election shall check the box on the return envelope 

indicating this fact and shall mail the return envelope to the 

director prior to the close of the polls on election day. 

Every uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot 

identification envelope shall be accompanied by the following 

statement in boldface capital letters: WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION 

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

Sec. 4507.50. (A) The registrar of motor vehicles or a 

deputy registrar, upon receipt of an application filed in 

compliance with section 4507.51 of the Revised Code by any 

person who is a resident or a temporary resident of this state 

and, except as otherwise provided in this section, is not 

licensed as an operator of a motor vehicle in this state or 

another licensing jurisdiction, and, except as provided in 

division divisions (B) and (C) of this section, upon receipt of 
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a fee of three dollars and fifty cents, shall issue an 

identification card to that person.

Any person who is a resident or temporary resident of this 

state whose Ohio driver's or commercial driver's license has 

been suspended or canceled, upon application in compliance with 

section 4507.51 of the Revised Code and, except as provided in 

division (B) of this section, payment of a fee of three dollars 

and fifty cents, may be issued a temporary identification card. 

The temporary identification card shall be identical to an 

identification card, except that it shall be printed on its face 

with a statement that the card is valid during the effective 

dates of the suspension or cancellation of the cardholder's 

license, or until the birthday of the cardholder in the fourth 

year after the date on which it is issued, whichever is shorter. 

The cardholder shall surrender the identification card to the 

registrar or any deputy registrar before the cardholder's 

driver's or commercial driver's license is restored or reissued.

Except as provided in division divisions (B) and (C) of 

this section, the deputy registrar shall be allowed a fee of two 

dollars and seventy-five cents commencing on July 1, 2001, three 

dollars and twenty-five cents commencing on January 1, 2003, and 

three dollars and fifty cents commencing on January 1, 2004, for 

each identification card issued under this section. The fee 

allowed to the deputy registrar shall be in addition to the fee 

for issuing an identification card.

Neither the registrar nor any deputy registrar shall 

charge a fee in excess of one dollar and fifty cents for 

laminating an identification card or temporary identification 

card. A deputy registrar laminating such a card shall retain the 

entire amount of the fee charged for lamination, less the actual 
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cost to the registrar of the laminating materials used for that 

lamination, as specified in the contract executed by the bureau 

for the laminating materials and laminating equipment. The 

deputy registrar shall forward the amount of the cost of the 

laminating materials to the registrar for deposit as provided in 

this section.

The fee collected for issuing an identification card under 

this section, except the fee allowed to the deputy registrar, 

shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the state 

bureau of motor vehicles fund created in section 4501.25 of the 

Revised Code.

(B) A disabled veteran who has a service-connected 

disability rated at one hundred per cent by the veterans' 

administration may apply to the registrar or a deputy registrar 

for the issuance to that veteran of an identification card or a 

temporary identification card under this section without payment 

of any fee prescribed in division (A) of this section, including 

any lamination fee.

An application made under division (B) of this section 

shall be accompanied by such documentary evidence of disability 

as the registrar may require by rule.

(C)(1) An individual may apply to the registrar or a 

deputy registrar for the issuance to that individual of an 

identification card or a temporary identification card under 

this section without payment of any fee if both of the following 

are true:

(a) The individual cannot afford to pay the fees 

prescribed in division (A) of this section, including any 

lamination fee;

2145

2146

2147

2148

2149

2150

2151

2152

2153

2154

2155

2156

2157

2158

2159

2160

2161

2162

2163

2164

2165

2166

2167

2168

2169

2170

2171

2172

2173



H. B. No. 189 Page 76 
As Introduced

(b) The individual's income does not exceed one hundred 

per cent of the federal poverty guidelines.

(2) In order to receive an identification card or a 

temporary identification card under division (C)(1) of this 

section, an individual shall execute an affirmation, under 

penalty of election falsification, that includes:

(a) The individual's name;

(b) The individual's address;

(c) The individual's date of birth;

(d) A statement that the individual cannot afford to pay 

the fees prescribed in division (A) of this section, including 

any lamination fee;

(e) A statement that the individual's income does not 

exceed one hundred per cent of the federal poverty guidelines;

(f) The individual's signature;

(g) The current date.

(3) As used in division (C) of this section, "federal 

poverty guidelines" has the meaning defined in section 5101.46 

of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4507.52. (A) Each identification card issued by the 

registrar of motor vehicles or a deputy registrar shall display 

a distinguishing number assigned to the cardholder, and shall 

display the following inscription: 

"STATE OF OHIO IDENTIFICATION CARD 

This card is not valid for the purpose of operating a 

motor vehicle. It is provided solely for the purpose of 

establishing the identity of the bearer described on the card, 
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who currently is not licensed to operate a motor vehicle in the 

state of Ohio."

The identification card shall display substantially the 

same information as contained in the application and as 

described in division (A)(1) of section 4507.51 of the Revised 

Code, but shall not display the cardholder's social security 

number unless the cardholder specifically requests that the 

cardholder's social security number be displayed on the card. If 

federal law requires the cardholder's social security number to 

be displayed on the identification card, the social security 

number shall be displayed on the card notwithstanding this 

section. The identification card also shall display the color 

photograph of the cardholder. If the cardholder has executed a 

durable power of attorney for health care or a declaration 

governing the use or continuation, or the withholding or 

withdrawal, of life-sustaining treatment and has specified that 

the cardholder wishes the identification card to indicate that 

the cardholder has executed either type of instrument, the card 

also shall display any symbol chosen by the registrar to 

indicate that the cardholder has executed either type of 

instrument. On and after October 7, 2009, if the cardholder has 

specified that the cardholder wishes the identification card to 

indicate that the cardholder is a veteran, active duty, or 

reservist of the armed forces of the United States and has 

presented a copy of the cardholder's DD-214 form or an 

equivalent document, the card also shall display any symbol 

chosen by the registrar to indicate that the cardholder is a 

veteran, active duty, or reservist of the armed forces of the 

United States. The card shall be sealed in transparent plastic 

or similar material and shall be so designed as to prevent its 

reproduction or alteration without ready detection.
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The identification card for persons under twenty-one years 

of age shall have characteristics prescribed by the registrar 

distinguishing it from that issued to a person who is twenty-one 

years of age or older, except that an identification card issued 

to a person who applies no more than thirty days before the 

applicant's twenty-first birthday shall have the characteristics 

of an identification card issued to a person who is twenty-one 

years of age or older.

Every identification card issued to a resident of this 

state shall expire, unless canceled or surrendered earlier, on 

the birthday of the cardholder in the fourth year after the date 

on which it is issued. Every identification card issued to a 

temporary resident shall expire in accordance with rules adopted 

by the registrar and is nonrenewable, but may be replaced with a 

new identification card upon the applicant's compliance with all 

applicable requirements. A cardholder may renew the cardholder's 

identification card within ninety days prior to the day on which 

it expires by filing an application and paying the prescribed 

fee in accordance with section 4507.50 of the Revised Code.

If a cardholder applies for a driver's or commercial 

driver's license in this state or another licensing 

jurisdiction, the cardholder shall surrender the cardholder's 

identification card to the registrar or any deputy registrar 

before the license is issued.

(B) If a card is lost, destroyed, or mutilated, the person 

to whom the card was issued may obtain a duplicate by doing both 

of the following:

(1) Furnishing suitable proof of the loss, destruction, or 

mutilation to the registrar or a deputy registrar;

2232

2233

2234

2235

2236

2237

2238

2239

2240

2241

2242

2243

2244

2245

2246

2247

2248

2249

2250

2251

2252

2253

2254

2255

2256

2257

2258

2259

2260



H. B. No. 189 Page 79 
As Introduced

(2) Filing an application and presenting documentary 

evidence under section 4507.51 of the Revised Code.

Any person who loses a card and, after obtaining a 

duplicate, finds the original, immediately shall surrender the 

original to the registrar or a deputy registrar.

A cardholder may obtain a replacement identification card 

that reflects any change of the cardholder's name by furnishing 

suitable proof of the change to the registrar or a deputy 

registrar and surrendering the cardholder's existing card.

When a cardholder applies for a duplicate or obtains a 

replacement identification card, the cardholder shall pay a fee 

of two dollars and fifty cents. A deputy registrar shall be 

allowed an additional fee of two dollars and seventy-five cents 

commencing on July 1, 2001, three dollars and twenty-five cents 

commencing on January 1, 2003, and three dollars and fifty cents 

commencing on January 1, 2004, for issuing a duplicate or 

replacement identification card. A 

A     disabled veteran who is a cardholder and has a service-

connected disability rated at one hundred per cent by the 

veterans' administration may apply to the registrar or a deputy 

registrar for the issuance of a duplicate or replacement 

identification card without payment of any fee prescribed in 

this section, and without payment of any lamination fee if the 

disabled veteran would not be required to pay a lamination fee 

in connection with the issuance of an identification card or 

temporary identification card as provided in division (B) of 

section 4507.50 of the Revised Code.

Not more than once every four years, an individual who is 

a cardholder, who applied for and received that card under 
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division (C) of section 4507.50 of the Revised Code, and who 

currently meets the eligibility requirements of that division 

may apply to the registrar or a deputy registrar for the 

issuance of a duplicate or replacement identification card 

without payment of any fee prescribed in this section, and 

without payment of any lamination fee if the individual would 

not be required to pay a lamination fee in connection with the 

issuance of an identification card or temporary identification 

card as provided in division (C) of section 4507.50 of the 

Revised Code. In order to receive the duplicate or replacement 

identification card, the individual shall execute a new copy of 

the affirmation described in that division.

A duplicate or replacement identification card shall 

expire on the same date as the card it replaces.

(C) The registrar shall cancel any card upon determining 

that the card was obtained unlawfully, issued in error, or was 

altered. The registrar also shall cancel any card that is 

surrendered to the registrar or to a deputy registrar after the 

holder has obtained a duplicate, replacement, or driver's or 

commercial driver's license.

(D)(1) No agent of the state or its political subdivisions 

shall condition the granting of any benefit, service, right, or 

privilege upon the possession by any person of an identification 

card. Nothing in this section shall preclude any publicly 

operated or franchised transit system from using an 

identification card for the purpose of granting benefits or 

services of the system.

(2) No person shall be required to apply for, carry, or 

possess an identification card.
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(E) Except in regard to an identification card issued to a 

person who applies no more than thirty days before the 

applicant's twenty-first birthday, neither the registrar nor any 

deputy registrar shall issue an identification card to a person 

under twenty-one years of age that does not have the 

characteristics prescribed by the registrar distinguishing it 

from the identification card issued to persons who are twenty-

one years of age or older.

(F) Whoever violates division (E) of this section is 

guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

Section 2. That existing sections 3501.01, 3503.14, 

3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.28, 3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 

3505.183, 3509.03, 3509.04, 3509.05, 3509.08, 3511.02, 3511.05, 

3511.09, 4507.50, and 4507.52 of the Revised Code are hereby 

repealed.

Section 3. Section 3501.01 of the Revised Code is 

presented in this act as a composite of the section as amended 

by Am. Sub. H.B. 59, Am. Sub. S.B. 109, and Am. Sub. S.B. 193 

all of the 130th General Assembly. The General Assembly, 

applying the principle stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of 

the Revised Code that amendments are to be harmonized if 

reasonably capable of simultaneous operation, finds that the 

composite is the resulting version of the section in effect 

prior to the effective date of the section as presented in this 

act. Section 3505.18 of the Revised Code is presented in this 

act as a composite of the section as amended by Sub. S.B. 47, 

Am. Sub. S.B. 109, and Sub. S.B. 216, all of the 130th General 

Assembly. The General Assembly, applying the principle stated in 

division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that amendments 

are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of simultaneous 
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operation, finds that the composite is the resulting version of 

the section in effect prior to the effective date of the section 

as presented in this act.
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