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TESTIMONY OF RICHARD A. STOFF, PRESIDENT AND CEO, OHIO BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
RE: HB 176

Qctober 24, 2017

Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Slaby, Ranking Member Fedor and Members of the
Education and Career Readiness Committee of the Ohio House of Representatives:

At the beginning of this school year, only four in ten Ohio children entered school ready
for kindergarten. For families living in poverty, the results were way worse.

This is unacceptable — and frames yet the “latest” crisis in public education.
Transmitted with my testimony is a report we released to policymakers last week.

This is a lot more than an education issue. This is a business competitiveness issue. For
this reason, early learning has been on the BRT agenda for the last decade.

The enclosed report — “What Difference Are We Making” —is an assessment of our
progress here in Ohio. [t should be viewed as a sequel to a report we released some
seven years ago at the beginning of the Kasich administration.

Truth is, while Ohio has made some progress, we have barely moved the needle.

Any legislation that seeks to turn the clock back is legislation that we must oppose. HB
176 will make the kindergarten readiness assessment voluntary. Without a meaningful
assessment, we have no metric to determine whether our kids are ready for school.
Without that, we don’t have a fighting chance to achieve any other meaningful objective
in public education. Early learning is the absolute gateway to success — in life.

Respectfully,

JOLRING

Richard A. Stoff

Enclosure:  “What Difference Are We Making? An Assessment of the State of Early
Learning in Ohio” The report may alse be accessed on-line at
http://www.ohichrt.com/resources-and-analysis




What Difference Are We Making?

An Assessment of the State of Early Learning in Ohio

Why is early The first years of life are crucial to a child’s lifelong development.
learning so Experiences and environments during the early years — birth to five —
important? set the stage for children’s future development and success in school

and in life. Research confirms that these early experiences and
environments influence brain development by establishing neural
connections that provide the foundation for language, reasoning,
emotional health, problem solving and social skills.

Why is this a BRT This is in fact an economic development issue. Businesses need

priority? employees who are job-ready, team capable, and well-prepared.
Research and experience show that Ohio’s failing workforce pipeline
can be repaired. Yet, efforts to plug the leak in the state’s talent-pool
pipeline must start early, In 2010, the BRT challenged policymakers
and ourselves to commit to a bold goal: By 2020, ensure that 90% of
Ohio children entering school will be ready to succeed in kindergarten,

What is the purpose  In this report, fashioned as a sequel to our 2010 report, we are taking

of this report? stock. Where do we stand? Where are we headed? How do we get
there? When will we get there? While we have advanced the bali,
truth is, we have not done enough. After taking stock, we put forth a
new game plan for re-energizing efforts to ensure that ali Ohio
children enter kindergarten prepared to succeed as learners.

How do we define In recent years, the focus of early-learning investments has shifted

success? : from safe, caring environments to high-quality early-learning
experiences that are both safe and affordable — and can help parents,
especially those living in poverty, enter the workforce.

Do we set outa new  Yes, we have a new goal. By 2025, 90% of Chio children entering
K-readiness goal? kindergarten will be ready to succeed,

What are the BRT’s  This is what we want to see happen going forward:

recommendations 1) Fast-track significant state investment to take proven home-

for achieving this visiting and pre-kindergarten programs to scale

new bold goal? 2) Relentlessly pursue quality programs — such as the Step Up To
Quality system — that make a difference

3) Strengthen statewide leadership, giving it authority to sustain
effective cross-agency decision making
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