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Good afternoon, Chairman Perales and members of the Finance Subcommittee on Higher
Education. My name is Kent Trofholz, and | am the Executive Director of the Ohio Association of
Career Colleges and Schools (OACCS). Thank you for the opportunity to provide background
material regarding Ohio’s Career Colleges sector and more specific testimony regarding the
Ohio College Opportunity Grant (OCOG) and the positive impact on the career college students

who receive this valuable tuition assistance.

As you can see, | brought a colleague and a student with me today. | would like to introduce Mr.
Greg Shields, Campus President at Daymar College in Columbus, as well as Daymar College
student, Erika Lewis. Greg will showcase how Daymar College is integral to developing the
skilled workforce we need in Ohio, and why OCOG is a key ingredient to the success of our
students — that is, Ohio’s future workforce. Erika will share her personal story and how OCOG

advanced her education goals and ultimately, her life.

Allow me to set the stage for the presentations. Career colleges and schools are essential to

Ohio’s transformation into a stable, growing and attractive place to live and work and raise a

family.

Nearly 60,000 Ohioans are enrolled in Ohio’s 276 career colleges and schools. Of the total
student enrollment, 41 percent are pursuing degree programs at 82 colleges in every region of

the state.

Career colleges and schools offer training in more than 200 occupational areas. We provide
professional, technical, career-focused education leading to certificates, diplomas, and
associate’s, bachelor's and advanced degrees. We meet a variety of educational and training
needs, ranging from certificate and diploma programs in HVAC and truck driving, to degree-

conferring programs such as nursing and information technology.

Career colleges and schools are overseen by the State Board of Career Colleges and Schools,
and colleges offering associate degrees or above are overseen by the Department of Higher

Education as well.




Our colleges and schools exist to prepare Ohioans for today’s in-demand occupations, provide
retraining for displaced workers, and help workers upgrade their skills to continue to move up

the career ladder.

Our colleges and schools are privately owned and self-supporting. We receive no direct
taxpayer support. Our schools routinely engage on public policy initiatives which impact our
students. Historically, during the deliberation of the state’s budget, we advocate on behalf of the
Ohio College Opportunity Grant, or OCOG, which provides financial assistance to needy

students.

It's on behalf of our financially needy students that | urge you to continue your support for
OCOG, so that more Ohioans can get the career-oriented education they need to do better in
life. OCOG tuition assistance is a key component to enable students — in particular, lower-
income adults, minorities and women — to earn degrees, seek retraining, and increase their

earning potential.

In making the case for OCOG investment in career college students, | will refer to research just
completed this month that compares our sector to other sectors of higher education, and which
is attached as part of my testimony. The data are drawn from the U.S. Department of Education
IPED system. That acronym stands for the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System.

All colleges and universities are required to report data to the IPED system.

Many of our students are pursuing an education — and an opportunity for a better life — against
great odds. Women who attend our career colleges account for more than 70 percent of
enrollment. Minorities make up almost 35 percent of our enroliment, the highest percentage of

all sectors of higher education. And 64 percent of our students are age 25 and older.

Walk through the halls of any of our colleges and you'll see hard-working Ohioans striving for
the American dream. Classrooms filled with working single mothers ... men and women who are
the first in their families to go to college ... veterans looking for civilian opportunities. Most of our
students are financially independent of their parents, and pay their own way through school,
while simultaneously paying rent or a mortgage, a car loan, medical bills, and maybe trying to

save a little bit from each paycheck for their own kids’ college fund.

When you invest in career college students, you are helping to fuel Ohio’s economy. That's
because 78 percent of our graduates earned degrees in the state’s most in-demand and fastest-

growing occupations of health, technology and business. Although career colleges comprised




only 5.1 percent of all college graduates in 2015, they represented 18% of all students earning
a computer/technology degree and 12 percent of all graduates in the state earning a health-

related degree.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Ohio’s career colleges and schools are projected to
contribute more than 200,000 skilled employees in the next decade to help fill the need for
qualified workers. That’s why our schools urge Ohio policy makers to support these
200,000 Ohioans who pursue high-demand occupations. If you look through the lens of
employers desperate for skilled workers, OCOG is a great tool to equip Ohio’s workforce with

the advanced skills their businesses need to be competitive in a global economy.

Members of the Ohio Association of Career Colleges and Schools believe that the state needs
to grant tuition assistance, including OCOG, to students based on financial need, without regard
to where they enroll. If an Ohioan wants to go to college to earn a nursing degree, it is of no
public policy interest where the student earns that degree. Governmental policies should apply
equitably across all institutions of higher education. The 24,000 Ohioans earning associate’s or
bachelor's degrees at career colleges to improve their opportunities in life should not be
penalized for choosing a career college over a taxpayer-supported college or non-profit

university. Quite simply, a student in need, is a student in need.

If the cost of education is beyond their means, Ohioans will take out more in loans, delay their
education and training, or give up on their dreams and remain stuck in a dead-end job. When
individuals fail to live up to their earning potential and their human potential, that's devastating
for them and their families — and it's disastrous for Ohio’s economic future. Undereducated
Ohioans are underemployed Ohioans, at the very time employers are begging for higher-skilled

workers.

We believe that Ohio needs to offer many paths to career success. Competition among four-
year institutions, community colleges and career colleges is the best way to promote choice and
accountability. If it's good public policy to support aid for needy students attending public
colleges and non-profit universities, it's good public policy to equitably fund all needy career

college students.

On behalf of the members of the Ohio Association of Career Colleges and Schools, and the
nearly 60,000 Ohioans on all of our campuses, | thank you for your continued support and for

making financially needy career college students eligible for OCOG. | urge you to support




OCOG funding in HB 49, to ensure that the Ohio College Opportunity Grant lives by its name:

an opportunity for the thousands of students to pursue career education and a better life.

Now Mr. Greg Shields, Campus President at Daymar College in Columbus, will talk about the
impact OCOG has on career college students and their ability to achieve a degree and pursue
employment.
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