Testimony for Single-payer Healthcare-

Chairman Brinkman, Vice-chair Henne and Members of the Ohio House insurance
committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 440,

My name is Mark Dent, | honorably served our county in the U.S. Army as a JAG
Attorney. As an attorney, | compared the case | was working on to other similar cases
to determine how best to proceed. That is how [ look at our healthcare.

When | look at similar rich industrialized nations and their healthcare systems, | can only
conclude that we have failed.

We pay twice as much as other industrialized nation for our healthcare and what do we
get?

We pay twice as much and have lower life expectancy, [figures released this month
shows that it is getting worse, not better.]

We pay twice as much and cover fewer people.
We pay twice as much to see our doctors less often and have less preventative care.

We pay twice as much and have higher infant mortality. In fact, our infant mortality rate
as a nation is in line with Cuba, we can't even keep our children alive.

We are told we have a capitalist system with markets that give us the best solutions but
do we?

We give monopolies to drug companies and insist our citizens pay 7 times as much for
the medicine that keeps them alive. Why? They need the money for research, yet Ford
and GM spend more on research then drug companies do.

That is not capitalism, it is exploitation and extortion. Number one cause for bankruptcy-
Medical bills.

You don't have to tell me our healthcare is broken, just ask anyone who has used it,
they will tell you.

But it's complicated you say. Well, England has done a better job at figuring it out,
Germany has, France has. Spain is on its way to have the highest life expectancy of
any country on earth and Japan is currently ranked number one. What do they have in
common? they pay 1/2 as much as we do and they regulate their healthcare industry.



Is there a better system out there that uses a market-based approach, maybe, but you
have not come up with that yet. We know what works cause we've seen it in other
countries and while no system is perfect, they all get better results than ours.

That said, | was on so-called 'socialized medicine' in the U.S. Military. When | needed
healthcare, | would walk into any of the military hospitals, show my ID and | was taken
care of. No forms to fill out. No co-pays. No insurance companies to fight with. | got
expert care and never had to worry. What does this type of system cost? Surprisingly if
our country moved to this system it would cost half of what we pay now and cover
everyone. We would live longer, see our doctors more often and have better resuits.

| ask that you pass this bill and if not, come up with a system that provides better care to
all our citizens at half the price.

If you can't do that you need to step aside and let those who can take your place.
Don't tell me it's too complicated, Germany, England, France, Canada, the list goes on
they pay half the price for better care. They figured it out. We're the greatest nation on
earth, can't we figure this out?

Thank you for taking the time to hear us on this important matter,

Mark Dent, Esq.
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Healthcare Results- We need to fix this-*

*Data from hitps://www.healthsystemtracker.org- 2017 data or most recent year available. Data is also available at
http://www.oecd.org.

The United States has the lowest life expectancy of any rich
industrialized nation, Ohio is even lower than the U.S. average

LIFE EXPECTANCY IN YEARS ‘ LIFE EXPECTANCY
i COUNTRIES YEARS
OHIO
UNITED STATES JAPAN 839
GERMANY SWITZERLAND 83
UNITED KINGDON AUSTRALIA 82.5
NETHERLANDS FRANCE 82.3
CANADA SWEDEN 823
SWEDEN CANADA 81.7
FRANCE NETHERLANDS 81.6
AUSTRALIA UNITED KINGDON 81
SWITZERLAND GERMANY 80.7
JAPAN ;
74 76 78 80 82 84 86

Infant Mortality:

United States has by far, the highest infant mortality rates of any other rich industrialized nation. Ohio has rate is even
worse. Side note: Communist Cuba has an infant mortality rate of 4.1.

e AT
INFANT MORTALITY RATE PER 1,000 BIRTHS
RATE PER

TR — COUNTRIES 1,000 BIRTHS
UNITED STATES JAPAN 2.1
GERMANY SWITZERLAND 3.5
UNITED KINGDON AUSTRALIA 34
NETHERLANDS FRANCE 3.5
CANADA SWEDEN 2.2
SWEDEN CANADA 3.9
FRANCE NETHERLANDS 3.8

s,
JAPAN KINGDON 3.9
GERMANY 32
1] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8




Healthcare Costs-

How much are we paying for substandard care?

Cost per person: except for Switzerland, we pay almost double of any other rich industrialized nation.

ERSON HEALTHCARE ¢

PER PERSON COSTS

~ COUNTRIES

ST

SWITZERLAND S 8,009
GERMANY $ 5,729
NETHERLANDS S 5,560
SWEDEN S 5511
FRANCE S 4,902
CANADA S 4,826
JAPAN S 4,717
AUSTRALIA S 4,543
UNITED

KINGDON S 4,245

Heafthcare costs are taking up o larger and larger portion of our economy.
HEALTHCARE COSTS Percent of GDP HEALTHCARE COSTS |
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Other items to consider:

Cost for Prescription drugs:

ited Drugs {Percent of OECD
-Price percentage

Doctor Visits Visits per year
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