
 

2470 North Star Rd, Columbus, OH 43221-3405 
PH.  614.485.6000 / 877.383.2406 

 

Broadcast Educational Media Commission FY 18-19 Budget 
Testimony before the House Finance Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee 

Presented by: Geoffrey A. Phillips, Executive Director 
February 23, 2017 

 

Chairman Cupp, members of the House Finance Primary and Secondary Education 

Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to speak to you regarding the FY 

18-19 operating budget for the Broadcast Educational Media Commission.  

 

My name is Geoffrey A. Phillips and for the past 19 months it has been my 

privilege to serve the citizens of Ohio as the Executive Director of the Broadcast 

Educational Media Commission. 

 

Public Television Broadcasting came to Ohio in 1954. As the result of a 1960 

legislative study, Ohio Educational Television Network Commission became a 

state entity in 1961. Over the past 56 years, the agency has had five unique 

names and yet one constant – public television broadcasting. 

 

Broadcast Educational Media Commission, our name since 2013, serves the 

citizens and students of Ohio to ensure engaging educational broadcast and 

innovative interactive distance learning opportunities exist for all Ohioans.  

 

BEMC has: 
 

 A Commission of 11 members 

 

 A staff of 23 

 

 A 24-hour / 7 days a week / 365 days a year operation 

 



 

 Memorandums of Understanding to support Ohio’s 8 public TV stations, 36 

public radio stations and six radio reading service programs 

 

 Connection capability to link Ohio K-20 classrooms through live learning 

and content. 

 

 Collaboration in place with the Ohio Department of Education and the Ohio 

Public TV stations to create a series of education-based multimedia videos 

in support of interactive learning 

 

 Become a joint master control operation for Ohio’s 42 channels of public 

television making BEMC one of the most technologically advanced 

operations in the country 

 

While central-casting reduces costs at the stations’ level, more importantly 

stations can increase focus on content development, which is the driving force in 

educational broadcasting. Such focus allows for the creation of more engaging, 

interactive content for students, teachers and parents.  

 

What we are doing at BEMC is the definition of “good government”. By utilizing 

the most up-to-date technologies, centralizing and modernizing operations, and 

embracing the state’s goal of IT Optimization BEMC is serving as great stewards of 

taxpayer money and building for the future.  

 

The FY 18-19 budget as presented is 100% of the funding we received in FY 16-

17. BEMC is appreciative of the proposal to fund our operations at current levels. 

 

BEMC’s budget consists of two areas: operational and subsidy. The operational 

budget supports the everyday functions of the organization including broadcast 

and interactive video conferencing operations, facilities expenditures, and 

administrative costs.  

 

The recommendation of $3,793,006 for both FY 18 and FY 19 will allow us to 



 

maintain our current operations. 

 

The subsidy budget distributes funds to all public television, radio, and radio 

reading services across the state. BEMC works with each station through a 

memorandum of understanding for those funds and distributes those funds each 

year after a financial report for the previous year.  

 

The recommendation of $5,740,716 for both FY 18 and FY 19 will allow these 

subsidy funds to remain at current levels.  

 

Of special note in the subsidy budget are funds for Ohio Governmental 

Telecommunications, including The Ohio Channel, and the Statehouse News 

Bureau.  

 

The Statehouse News Bureau is non-partisan, professional reporting of 

statehouse happenings to ensure the citizens of Ohio are well-informed about 

state government. I’m sure many of you have talked with Bureau Chief Karen 

Kasler at some point during your statehouse tenure and understand the inherent 

value in having this reliable news source around Capitol Square.   

 

Ohio Governmental Telecommunications, The Ohio Channel, is the broadcast 

entity you are most likely familiar with. The Ohio Channel broadcasts live House 

and Senate sessions, as well as some committee hearings for all Ohioans to have 

open access to state government. OGT Executive Director Dan Shellenbarger will 

share testimony later to further define the OGT mission. 

 

Of the $5,740,716 dollars in subsidy funds given to public media affiliates 

$324,533 is marked for the Statehouse News Bureau and $1,452,089 is marked 

for Ohio Governmental Telecommunications.  

 

Finally, this budget proposal includes a request from the Office of Budget and 

Management to merge our current operational line items from three to one. We 

welcome this change as we understand this will improve efficiencies in accounting 



 

at the state level and provide us with greater flexibility in our budget.  

 

The assignment we have at the Broadcast Educational Media Commission is multi-

faceted working with our affiliate partners to ensure all Ohioans have access to 

high-quality, powerful, and diverse broadcast and educational opportunities.  

 

The future of education is in media, multi-media, and online platforms – 

technology – and BEMC is positioned as a leader in educational technology.  

 

In order to perform as a leader in educational technology BEMC’s commission 

requested an “optimal” budget, in addition to the OBM submitted budget. This 

“optimal” budget is an illustration of what it would actually take to run a high-

tech operation of this magnitude and to manage growth into the future.  

 

Attached is a version of the “optimal” budget as requested by our commission. 

The “optimal” budget includes increases in both the operational and subsidy line 

items.  

 

In conclusion, the future of education is in multi-media and online platforms. Not 

as a replacement for traditional education, but as a supplement. Whether that is 

Daniel Tiger, Downton Abbey, Antique Roadshow or a locally produced show on 

Ohio’s public television stations, or a series of videos created to help parents 

understand an IEP or the Third Grade Reading Guarantee shared in an online 

platform, or a teacher in Columbus teaching Mandarin Chinese to a group of high 

school students in rural Ohio through interactive video conferencing, this is the 

future of education in Ohio. 

 

The Broadcast Educational Media Commission plans to be one of many leading 

the way as the state of Ohio modernizes and energizes the future of education for 

all students and for all Ohioans.  

 

Thank you again, Chairman Cupp, and members of the committee for the time 

here today. I welcome any questions you may have. 


