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Chairman Cupp, Ranking Member Miller and members of the subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in 

support of continued full funding for INFOhio. 

My name is William Snyder and I'm the middle school principal for Wapakoneta City Schools. Our district's vision is that 

Wapakoneta City Schools will be the leader in providing excellent learning experiences for our students. As we prepare our 

students to enter high school, then college and careers after that, we are burdened with the responsibility of offering a 

wide variety of resources that can broaden their understanding of the standards and objectives set forth by the state of 

Ohio. One way in which we do this is by accessing as much information as possible to present to our students to ensure 

that they are better equipped to handle the content they are striving to learn. In my building alone, over 700 students 

have access to all the quality resources such as the online World Book Encyclopedia, the science videos and experiments 

from Science Online, and the magazine articles from the EBSCO databases provided by INFOhio. 

Ohio is part of a national network of more than 1200 High Schools That Work sites and more than 100 Making Middle 

Grades Work sites. These sites work to accelerate student achievement through enhancing curriculum and instruction. 

Wapakoneta Middle School is a Making Middle Grades Work site and we pride ourselves on the fact that even though 40% 

of our students are on free or reduced lunch, they have equitable access to quality resources through INFOhio. If we were 

to provide access to these resources in school, it would cost over $57,354.00 and students would not be able to access these 

resources at home. 

We are able to provide excellent learning experiences, like career explorations with our 7th grade students. They access 

Ohio Means Jobs and the Occupational Outlook Handbook through the US Bureau of Labor Statistics through INFOhio's 

middle school curriculum toolkit where they can research their chosen careers using the iSearch option. Our students are 

able to create book trailer videos through Book Nook on the INFOhio website. They are virtually marketing the books they 

have read and can share them with other students in the state of Ohio via INFOhio. 

In my building, there are multiple handicapped, autism, and emotionally disturbed units comprised of approximately 20 

students. These students are often developmentally behind their peers and need resources that fit their learning level and 

capabilities. INFOhio provides resources such as BookFlix that are differentiated from preschool range and beyond. Our 

unit teachers can access these resources to provide quality learning experiences without trying to gather materials to 

meet a wide variety of grade levels, capabilities, and developmental stages. As we work to assist these students in 

transitioning to the regular classroom to work alongside their peers, how much more valuable to have resources that 

allow for constant differentiation and flexible learning platforms. 

Our district could not afford the $57,354.00 it would cost to provide the resources that INFOhio provides. Even then, our 

teachers would be taxed with vetting the resources and our students wouldn't have the 24/7/365 access to over 500,000 

resources provided by INFOhio. 

Please restore funding to INFOhio. 

Again, thank you to Chairman Cupp, Ranking Member Miller and members of the subcommittee, for the opportunity to 

share our story. 






