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Chairman Seitz, Vice Chair Carfagna, Ranking Member Ashford, and members of the
House Public Utilities Committee, my name is James O’Bryant and I am a consultant
for the Environmental Defense Fund in Ohio. Thank you for providing me with the
opportunity to provide written testimony in opposition to House Bill 114,

The Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) is a national organization that links
science, economics, law and private-sector partnerships to solve our most serious
environmental challenges.

HB 114 goes even further than HB 554 - which Governor Kasich vetoed in December
2016 - by changing the state's renewable energy standards into unenforceable goals
and reducing the energy efficiency benchmarks, with no regard for the resulting
economic consequences.

By taking this quick action, the Ohio House ignores the positive economic benefits of
clean energy. Ohio stands to lose significant capital investment & job growth if this
shortsighted bill is enacted.

The market likes certainty and our current on-again/ off-again energy policy does not
provide that certainty. Ohio has a real opportunity to expand its clean energy
industries, while also incorporating energy-saving efficiency measures. However, HB
114 would negatively impact Ohio’s ability recognize these opportunities.

Ohio has a choice: become a leader in the clean energy transition, or watch as other
states take advantage of the benefits of clean energy and efficiency. There are
reasonable options for attracting new investments to the state, creating jobs, and
providing Ohioans with a cleaner, more efficient and affordable energy system. Ohio
should position itself as a leader of the clean energy future.

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit testimony. I am happy to answer any
questions you may have.
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