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March 6, 2018 
 
 
 
The Honorable Tim Schaffer, Chairman 
Ohio House Ways & Means Committee 
77 South High Street, 13th Floor 
Columbus, OH  43215 
 
Dear Chairman Schaffer: 
 
I am writing in support of Senate Bill 226, legislation to make permanent an exemption of 
back-to-school clothing, school supplies, and other school instructional materials from the 
Ohio sales and use tax during a three-day period in August each year.   
  
As President of the Ohio Grocers Association, I proudly represent nearly 400 food retailers, 
wholesalers and suppliers across the state. My members range from the largest chain stores 
to the smallest “mom and pop” independent grocers as well as the wholesalers who supply 
these stores. Today, more and more retailers are offering new nontraditional products in 
their stores. Many of my members are selling non-food items including clothes and school 
supplies.   
  
OGA supported the creation of Ohio’s first ever sales tax holiday in 2015 and subsequent 
reauthorizations in 2016 and this past year. According to a study by the University of 
Cincinnati Economics Center, the 2015 tax holiday alone, saved consumers $3.3 million and 
provided the state and local governments and with an additional $4.7 million in sales tax 
revenue.  Furthermore, the sales tax holiday generated greater foot traffic in stores, leading 
to overall higher retail sales across the board. Additionally, the data confirmed that 
significant cross-border shopping occurred with Ohio’s border counties experiencing a 
15.48% increase in sales tax collections during the holiday.   
  
It is important to maintain this growing momentum and reauthorize Ohio’s sales tax holiday 
this year and to make it permanent moving forward. Senate Bill 226 achieves this goal by 
further stimulating our economy and by giving the consumer a much-needed boost during 
the expensive back to school season. This legislation has the full support of the Ohio 
Grocers Association.   
  
Thank you for your consideration,   
  

  
Kristin Mullins  
President/CEO  
 

OFFICERS 
RYAN HUFFMAN 
Chairman 
Huffman’s Market. 
Upper Arlington, OH 
 
GARY BAKER 
Vice Chair, Operations 
Baker’s Management, Inc. 
Newcomerstown, OH 
 
ED CALLIHAN 
Vice Chair, Government Affairs 
SpartanNash 
Lima, OH 
 
BRIAN FERRIER 
Vice Chair, Annual Events 
Giant Eagle, Inc. 
Dublin, OH 
 
PHILL ADAMS 
Vice Chair, Membership 
Jungle Jim’s International Market 
Fairfield, OH 
 
DAN SALTZMAN 
Member-at-Large 
Dave's Supermarkets 
Bedford Heights, OH 
 
RON GRAFF, JR. 
Past Chairman 
Columbiana Foods, Inc. 
Youngstown, OH 
 
KRISTIN MULLINS 
President/CEO 
Ohio Grocers Association 
Columbus, OH 

DIRECTORS 
KEITH BALLINGER 
Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 
Eaton, OH 
 
LEO BRAIDO 
Braido Foods 
Oberlin, OH 
 
DON CASTER 
Raisin Rack Natural Food Market 
Westerville, OH 
 
GARY CRAWFORD 
Laurel Grocery Company 
London, KY 
 
ANGELA CROCK 
Caldwell Food Center 
Caldwell, OH 
 
BILL CROSSET 
The Crosset Company 
Independence, KY 
 
MIKE DAVIDSON 
Buehler’s Food Markets 
Wooster, OH  
 
LARRY D’ONOFRIO 
Mr. D’s Delicious Fresh Foods 
Brookfield, OH 
 
E.J. GEYER 
Geyer’s Food Markets 
Crestline, OH 
 
MICHAEL GEORGE 
Kelly’s Market, Inc. 
Columbus, OH 
 
MATTHEW W. KISHMAN 
Kishman’s IGA 
Minerva, OH 
 
GARY LICHIUS 
American Seaway Foods 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
MIKE LOBALZO 
Consolidated Food Equipment  
Distributors 
Akron, OH 
 
DOUG LONGENETTE 
United Dairy 
Martins Ferry, OH 
 
TONY MODARELLI 
Parkman Road Sparkle 
Warren, OH 
 
BETH NEAL 
The Janes Group Holding 
Chillicothe, OH 
 
PHILLIP MOODY 
Shaker’s Marketplace. 
Olmstead Farms, OH 
 
MIKE NEEDLER, JR. 
Fresh Encounter, Inc. 
Findlay, OH 
 
JIM NOWICKI 
Bob Evans Farms, Inc. 
New Albany, OH 
 
JEFF OSBORNE 
Merchant Distributors Inc. 
New Philadelphia, OH 
 
LEE SCHWEBEL 
Schwebel Baking Co. 
Youngstown, OH 
 
RICKY ST. JOHN 
IGA, USA 
Chicago, IL 
 
BILL TAGGART 
SuperValu 
Dayton, OH 
 
JESSE THELEN 
The J.M. Smucker Co. 
Orrville, OH 
 
JOSH URLAGE 
Sutton’s Inc. 
Arcanum, OH 
 
BETH WILKIN 
The Kroger Co. 
Westerville, OH 
 
JAMIE WILSON 
Flowers Baking Co. of Ohio 
Northwood, OH 
 


