Jason Fightmaster 

Principal/St. Martin of Tours Catholic School

Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

Senate Education Committee

Opponent/SB 241 (written testimony) 

Introduction – Good afternoon Chairwoman Lehner, Vice Chair Huffman, ranking member Sykes and members of the Senate Education Committee. I am Jason Fightmaster, principal of St. Martin Tours Catholic School in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. I would prefer to present my testimony before your committee, but my schedule does not allow me to do at this time. 
St. Martin of Tours is a private, Catholic school located in the small city of Cheviot, Ohio that is located within the city of Cincinnati.  Our school was founded in 1912 and has been a central part of this community ever since.  We currently have 272 students that come from a variety of backgrounds.  Our latest state ADM shows that out of the 276 students we had at that time, 245 of those students utilize the EdChoice Scholarship program (either the regular EdChoice or EdChoice Expansion).  Our student population is made up of a diverse range of students including Hispanic, Bi-Racial, African-American, and Caucasian.  We have families that are non-traditional and traditional – single-parent homes, divorced or separated parents, and homes with both parents still married.  We also have a very diverse economic population with 175 students that participate in the Federal Free/Reduced Lunch Program and others whose households do not qualify.  We draw students from 5 different local public school districts with a majority of our students residing in the Cincinnati Public School District.  Finally, even though we are a private, Catholic school we serve families of all Religious faiths.  Our current population is split approximately 50/50 of Catholic and non-Catholic students.  
St. Martin of Tours School provides the families of our community the opportunity to participate in an educational experience that exists not just to academically educate, but to educate in Christian, Catholic values as well.  We take pride in the fact that character education is a very important part of what we do every day through teaching the values of respect, trustworthiness, fairness, responsibility, caring, and citizenship.  We are driven to provide our families and students with an education that leads them to strive to reach their goals – whatever they may be.  
We are concerned that SB 241 creates a perception that certain schools, those accredited by the Independent Schools Association of Central States, are of higher quality than schools accredited by some other ODE approved accrediting association. 

Schools like St. Martin of Tours are committed to educating students from diverse backgrounds and educating them for the public good. Our schools should not be disenfranchised for this. 
If SB 241 were to become law, the General Assembly would be placing itself in an omniscient position in determining which nonpublic schools are “winners” and “losers.”  
Is an independent school comprised of students from wealthy families superior to a faith-based school in which at-risk students learn to read and achieve academically on or beyond their grade level?  The answer to that question is the best school for one family may not necessarily be the best school for another family. In the nonpublic school community, there are different schools for different students in which parents select schools that are best suited for their children.  
I request that this bill not be considered in its current form until interested parties have an opportunity to discuss any future proposals that are fair and just for all 

Thank you. 

