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We are offering Interested Party testimony because, we support the restoration of reasonable wind-energy setbacks, while opposing the rest of the bill, especially the gutting of the energy efficiency and renewable energy standards.  Our testimony will mostly cover to the setback sections, which have great potential in increasing clean energy resources in Ohio.

There has been a major change in electric generation in Ohio since the passage of 127-SB221. Use of coal has sharply decreased while natural gas has increased. In addition, Ohio now has a small amount of renewable energy, generating about one-tenth as much as natural gas. As shown in the following table, we are below the rest of the nation for both new technologies. The old technologies of coal and nuclear still provide about three-quarters of our electricity.

Percentage of Electricity Generated, 2017

(EIA Electricity Data Browser)

	Fuel
	U.S.
	Ohio

	Natural Gas
	31.7
	23.6
	
	

	Renewables
	17.1
	2.5
	
	


One reason that natural gas is progressing faster that renewable energy is the discrepancy in setbacks. ORC 1509.021 allows gas wells as near as one-hundred feet from a residence and fifty feet from a water supply. Meanwhile ORC  4906.20 requires wind farms be at least 1,125 feet from the nearest property line. There is debate about the health and safety effects of living next to energy producers, but wind farms are surely safer than fracked gas wells. Even if the setbacks currently in Sub HB114 are adopted, gas will still have an enormous siting advantage.
As is well known, the current wind setbacks have prohibited expansion of wind energy in Ohio;  no new wind farms have been authorized since the new setback provisions were passed in 2014.  Denoting wind energy a 'loser' has economic consequences by depriving Ohioans of cheap, clean electricity. Since wind power-purchase agreements are around $35 per MWh, and generation prices charged by the utilities are around $60 per MWh, greater use of wind could lower electric bills, and still assure a generous profit. Wind power has already generated more than 3,000 Ohio jobs, and fixing the wind setback provisions would bring more jobs and out of state investments to our state. 
Finally, we note that there has been much testimony over the years arguing that renewable energy increases electric rates and damages the state's economy. Such claims are in stark contrast to filings at the Public Utility Commission of Ohio by electric utilities themselves that show that Ohio’s efficiency standard alone has already saved customers over $1 Billion on their bills. Such testimony is based on theoretical models.  As shown in the Appendix, renewable energy has no discernible effect on electric rates. As an additional bonus, Ohio’s energy efficiency and renewable energy standards would cut Ohio’s carbon pollution output by approximately 1 Million Tons by 2029, while also reducing asthma, heart attacks, and premature deaths. 

We respectfully ask that you fix Ohio’s backward wind siting provisions so that our great state can reap the economic, energy, and public health benefits of wind energy. However, we ask that you do not do so at the expense of the energy efficiency or renewable energy standards. Wind, solar, and energy efficiency are key to Ohio’s future by creating jobs and reducing pollution.  If Ohio does revise its clean energy standards, it should be making them stronger, so that we can remain competitive with surrounding states.
APPENDIX: CONSEQUENCES OF RENEWABLE ENERGY

Below is a plot of electric rates for all states. Each dot represents one state in the graph. Fourteen states have levels of renewable energy equal to, or greater than, Ohio’s eventual goal of 12.5 percent. As can be seen from the graphs, the states with large amounts of renewable energy show similar electric rates as those, such as Ohio, with little renewable energy. The high points in the plot are for the traditionally high-electric-rate states of New England, Alaska, and Hawaii.
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