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Chairman Jordan and Vice Chair O’Brien and members of the subcommitte, I am here to 

testify on the Ohio Department of Transportation’s portion of the general revenue fund (GRF) 

budget.  

Our department mission statement is this - to provide easy movement of people and 

goods from place to place…it is that simple. ODOT’s currency is time, safety and money. We 

create and maintain an efficient, effective multi-model transportation system that gets people and 

goods where they want to go in a timely and safe manner. 

As you know, the department of transportation is primarily funded through the state and 

federal motor fuels tax, which allows ODOT to build and maintain our highway and bridge 

system.  However, a truly multi-modal transportation system consists of more than just roads and 

bridges. It also must take into account public transit, rail, and the aviation components of our 

transportation system. All of these components are funded through the general revenue fund 

budget. 

The ODOT Office of Aviation performs a number of diverse functions to meet the needs 

of aviation customers. The three sections that make up the Ohio Office of Aviation are Flight 

Operations, Aircraft Maintenance and Aviation Programs.  

The Flight Operations section supplies aircraft and pilots for missions that include 

transportation of state officials and ODOT employees, aerial photo work for ODOT’s Aerial 

Engineering Office, aerial support for the Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) in their drug 
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interdiction work, and a wide variety of specialized aerial support for Ohio’s Department of 

Natural Resources (ODNR), ranging from aerial application of pesticides to wildlife survey and 

management.  

The Aircraft Maintenance section maintains the State’s diverse fleet of aircraft and has 

distinguished itself by being certified as a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Aircraft 

Repair Station. In addition, the Aircraft Maintenance team has been awarded the FAA’s 

Diamond Certificate Award for Excellence. The Aircraft Maintenance section is responsible for 

the operational reliability of the 25 fleet aircraft that are routinely flown 12,000 hours annually 

by the Office of Aviation, the Ohio Highway Patrol and the Department of Natural Resources. 

The Aviation Programs section responsibilities include Airport Planning, Engineering, 

and Grants Administration, Airport Pavement and Airport Safety Inspections, Airspace 

Protection, Aircraft Registration, Aviation Education Publications and Enforcement of Ohio 

Aviation Laws. The Aviation Programs section coordinates many of its activities in partnership 

with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

Aviation is a critical part our state’s economy. The most recent statewide airport system 

plan estimates that Ohio’s aviation industry contributes more than $13 billion in economic 

activity and helps create more than 123,000 jobs with an annual payroll of over $4 billion. 

Ohio currently has 153 public use general aviation airports. Of those, 124 are paved and 

lighted. Ohio has about 18,000 pilots and 11,000 aircraft. The state’s eight commercial airports 

average 11 million enplanements each year. 

ODOT’s Office of Aviation registers all private aircraft in the state. We also inspect 

small, publicly-owned airports and help them maintain and resurface their runways and other 

infrastructure necessary for the safe operation of aircraft.  
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Public transit is also critical to Ohio’s economy.  Ohio has 27 urban and 35 rural transit 

systems and the 12th highest public transit ridership in the nation.  Ohio’s transit systems provide 

an estimated 500,000 rides each work day. In the urban areas, 60 percent of the trips are work-

related. In our rural areas, more than 50% of the riders are either senior citizens or people with 

disabilities. Of the 62 transit systems in Ohio, only 10 have a dedicated source of tax revenue.  

That’s where ODOT comes in. The ODOT Office of Transit advocates and supports safe 

and reliable personal mobility by coordinating and funding public transportation as a vital 

element of Ohio's transportation system.  To accomplish its mission, the Office provides 

financial and technical assistance to public transit systems, local governments, and human 

service agencies throughout the state for the planning, establishment, and operation of public 

transportation systems. 

We recognize public transportation is important, not only to urban dwellers, but to Ohio’s 

rural communities.  We also recognize the importance of access to mobility for Ohio’s older 

adults, people with disabilities and people with low-incomes.    

ODOT devotes 65% of the $6.5 million in GRF to invest in local transit systems in 

Ohio’s small urban rural communities.  The GRF dollars allow local entities to draw down 

Federal Transit Administration dollars.   

Thirty percent of the GRF dollars are also used to support the Elderly and Disabled 

Transit Fare Assistance Program.  This program allows older adults and people with disabilities 

to ride public transit for half the standard fare.  Less than five percent is used for administration 

at ODOT which allows ODOT to manage both the state and federal investment in public 

transportation.  
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ODOT continually seeks federal discretionary grant opportunities to further the interests 

of Ohio’s transit programs and move forward on the recommendations from the Transit Needs 

Study completed in January of 2015. This transit needs study is an important planning document 

that provided information and recommendations not only where additional investments were 

needed, but also highlighted areas where Ohio could amplify current resources and increase 

access to mobility for all Ohioans.   

Similar to ODOT’s approach to taking care of our roads and bridges, Ohio needs to work 

to preserve our current investment.  The transit needs study identified the need for replacement 

of Ohio’s rolling stock, or buses, vans and other vehicles.  As vehicles age, they cost more to 

repair and operate.  When ODOT testified on the state transportation budget, we said that we 

were going to increase the amount of federal highway money flexed to support transit by $10 

million from about $23 million to $33 million.  These additional dollars will be invested to 

improve Ohio’s rolling stock.    

ODOT has also been working to identify and secure other grant opportunities to bring in 

additional funds for transit needs in Ohio.  ODOT applied for and received a competitive FTA 

discretionary program in the amount of $6.6 million to replace rural transit vehicles. These 

dollars will allow Ohio to replace 112 locally operated transit vehicles that have met their useful 

life criteria. 

The Transit Needs Study also identified the need for improved transit technology.  Ohio’s 

rural transit systems are challenged with a wide array of scheduling and dispatching approaches. 

They operate in areas with limited or no cellular service. To address this need, Ohio applied for 

and was awarded a federal Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery Grant, or 

Tiger Grant, ODOT in the amount of $6.839 million in federal dollars to improve the 
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communications, scheduling and dispatching of more than 30 rural transit operators located in 

Ohio and to expand broadband into areas of Ohio with insufficient broadband access.    

  Reliable communications will permit rural transit operator’s to respond to emergency 

situations more rapidly and drivers to remain with their vehicles when involved in an emergency 

or an incident, thereby improving safety.    

ODOT is also working Medicaid and 13 other state agencies on the Mobility 

Transformation effort to streamline how Ohio provides health and human services transportation 

to Ohioans.  Currently, 14 state agencies invest over $500 million to provide this service – with 

Medicaid investing the most dollars.  Each agency has developed their own programs, policies, 

and procedures without directly coordinating with other agencies. The current environment 

causes frustration on multiple levels.  Transportation providers find it difficult to engage in the 

business of providing transportation, as there are many different rules, regulations and policies to 

follow.   

We are hoping to review and align existing policies across the 14 agencies that will allow 

for better coordination, cut regulatory red tape, and increase access to mobility to our customers.   

Finally, I’d like to say a word about the Ohio Rail Development Commission, of which I 

am an ex-officio member. 

Rail transportation plays a key role for Ohio’s industries and the Rail Commission’s 

programs serve as a catalyst for economic growth.  Effective rail service, either directly or via 

intermodal service, is commonly a prerequisite for business attraction and retention in the state. 

During fiscal years 2015 and 2016, the commission provided grant or loan assistance for 

rail infrastructure to 39 economic development projects.  These projects are expected to affect 

27,600 Ohio jobs and to leverage $37 million in other investments, almost all privately funded, 
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for every $1 of ORDC support.  In addition to employment benefits and transportation cost 

savings for shippers, the rail infrastructure we assisted with over this period is expected to 

generate other public benefits including more than $16 million in fuel savings vs. highway 

transportation, more than $2 million in highway maintenance cost savings, and the elimination of 

more than 177,000 truck trips.   

Rail is often a key transportation link for Ohio companies to their suppliers and 

customers worldwide. In 2014, Ohio companies shipped more than 134.8 million tons of freight, 

the equivalent of 7.5 million trucks, into and out of Ohio. 

For all of these reasons, we at ODOT heartedly endorse the Rail Commission’s GRF request. 

As you know, under Ohio constitutional law, ODOT is prohibited from spending state 

motor fuel taxes on most of these programs, whether it be rail, public transit or aviation. Funding 

through the GRF is vitally important and will allow our aviation, transit, and rail programs to 

function in a safe and efficient manner. 

I thank you for your time Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. And I will be 

happy to take any questions.  


