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Public Opinion on Sentencing and

Corrections Policy in America

2012 polling, consistent with 2010 research, indicates that voters are concerned first and foremost
with keeping communities and people safe. Without question, voters want a strong public safety

system where criminals are held accountable and there are consequences for illegal activities. They
also believe that these goals can be reached while reducing the size and cost of the prison system.

A national public opinion survey conducted in January 2012, along with similar surveys in Georgia,
Missouri, and Oregon, found those attitudes persist and revealed opinions on specific policy solutions.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. American voters believe too many people are in prison and the nation spends
too much on imprisonment.

2. Voters overwhelmingly support a variety of policy changes that shift non-violent
offenders from prison to more effective, less expensive alternatives.

3. Support for sentencing and corrections reforms (including reduced prison terms)
is strong across political parties, regions, age, gender, and racial/ethnic groups.

THE BOTTOM LINE...

“Some of the money that we are spending on locking up low-risk, non-violent inmates should be
shifted to strengthening community corrections programs like probation and parole.”
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